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for Engagement with  
Indigenous Partners

Understand the  
historical and current 
colonial context and 
how this impacts  
Indigenous communities 
and your own power 
and privilege

“Nothing about us 
without us.” Policy and 
program develop-
ment should be Indige-
nous-led or co-created 
in recognition of Indig-
enous peoples’ right to 
self-determination 

Engagement should  
begin early and  
continue throughout  
all stages of your  
project 

Engagement is not 
outcome-based and 
will not necessarily  
result in Indigenous 
peoples supporting 
your work

Community engage-
ment is a must. There  
is no one individual  
who represents the  
collective opinions of  
Indigenous peoples
  

Be clear and  
transparent  
about time  
and  
resource  
constraints

Good  
engagement  
is a process  
that  
focusses on  
relationship
building

Engagement with 
Indigenous peoples 
should be on a  
nation-to-nation  
basis. This includes 
holding distinct  
engagement sessions

Engagement should  
be mutually beneficial  
and consider the values  
and priorities of both  
SSHA and Indigenous  
communities and  
organizations

Engagement  
should do  
no harm  
and   
benefit  
Indigenous  
communitiesKN

O
W

LE
D

G
E

EN
G

AG
E

RE
C

IP
RO

C
IT

Y

BE
N

EF
IT

S
RE

LA
TI

O
N

SH
IP

S

C
O

-C
RE

AT
IO

N
BE

G
IN

 E
AR

LY

U
N

D
ER

ST
AN

D

C
O

M
M

U
N

IT
Y

O
PE

N
N

ES
S

Source: Shelter, Support and Housing Administration. 2019. Protocols and Practices for Meaningful Engagement with Indigenous Partners and Communities


