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Interactivity à increased small group work

minimal 
prep

more 
prep

Turn to your 
neighbor and 
say…

T-P-S

Puzzler

The Humming Test



Consider the following scenario: A Teacher is speaking and asks a question of the class. 
First the Students think-pair-share and then the teacher calls on several Students.
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Small group work: best practices

Think through these decisions before doing the activity:

● How many people in a group? (depends on the size of the class, 
levels of students, subject matter, nature of the task)

● Would students need some guiding questions to complete the task 
in a group?

● Should group members be assigned roles (e.g., note taker, reporter)?
● Should students report out or not? How will they report out?
● Should there be some kind of “final” product? And should this product 

be in a written or oral form?
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You are invited to an evening at our new Art Gallery!
● Find a buddy

● Walk around the gallery: you need to visit at least 2 paintings
○ Discuss what you see on the paintings: describe objects and 

people (what do they talk about? What do they feel? What mood 
is depicted?)

○ Hypothesize when and where the events may be happening

● You have 4 minutes
What do we (students and teachers) 
get from this activity?

How can it be used in non-
language classes?Which painting spoke to you? Why?
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Each group asked to 
study a different genetic 
disease:
• What are its causes?
• How is it treated?
• How does it appear in 

a family tree?

Each group asked:
• to teach each other 

about their diseases
• compare and contrast

each disease's 
causes and 
treatments

• Identify trends 
between the causes 
of diseases and their 
how they're treated

For example 
(from a 
biology class):



Working with your neighbor(s):
a. Pick one of the options for using a jigsaw below
b. Spend ~ 5 minutes thinking about what you would ask students to do during stage 1 and stage 2.

Jigsaw assignment options:
i. (Literature class) Compare and contrast 4 poems
ii. (Literature class) Analyze a text through a close reading of 4 key scenes
iii. (Language class) Reconstruct a story that is broken into 4 pieces
iv. (History class) Build a timeline of 4 eras
v. (Law class) Analyze how jurisprudence evolved over 4 rulings
vi. (Chemistry class) Compare and contrast 4 chemical reactions
vii. Or pick an example from your own course!
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To flip a lesson:
● Take a homework question and bring it 

into your class time
● To create class time for students to work 

on the question you introduce, remove 
some content from your lecture and give 
it to students as a pre-reading or as a 
video

Works best when the benefit of you getting 
to support students as they work on the in-
class question outweighs the cost of not 
getting to lecture students about a topic and 
students needing to learn it via pre-reading 
/pre-video
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Warm up: Which of these molecules are DNA? 
Which are RNA?
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Based on asking students to 
work on this:

Schwartz D & Martin T. (2004).
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Before teaching them this:

Schwartz D & Martin T. (2004).



Based on asking students to 
work on this:

Before teaching them this:

• Inspires student curiosity, 
interest

• Creates a “time for telling”
• Leverages “just in time 

teaching”

Schwartz D & Martin T. (2004).
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Group Work
● Now that we’ve shared some of our favorite strategies, we’d love to hear yours!

● In groups of 3-4:
○ We’ll give everyone 2 min to quietly think of your favorite approach to 

introducing interactivity in your own class
○ Share your favorite ways to incorporate interactivity into your class with 

your neighbors
○ After about 10 minutes, we’ll ask each group to share their favorite 

approach to introducing interactivity.
■ The reporter for each group will be the person with the next birthday.
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