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Wikiversity Journal of Medicine

• An open access, public peer reviewed journal with 
no publication cost for authors

• Started in 2014
• Currently located in Wikiversity
• Attracts referenced texts and images by means of 

scientific publishing, which can then be used across 
Wikimedia projects

• Also accepts articles that are notable in their own 
right



Wikipedia
• Is a free Internet encyclopedia that anyone can edit
• Is the largest and most popular general reference work on the 

Internet
• Is ranked among the ten most popular websites.
• Wikipedia's level of accuracy approaches  that of Encyclopedia 

Britannica
Giles j, (December 2005). "Internet encyclopedias go head to head". Nature 438 (7070): 900–901. Bibcode:2005Natur.438..900G. doi:10.1038/438900a. PMID 16355180.
(subscription required)

• 50% - 70% of physicians use Wikipedia as a source for health 
care information
Heilman JM, West AG. (2015) “Wikipedia and Medicine: Quantifying Readership, Editors, and the Significance of Natural Language.” J Med Internet Res;17(3):e62. PMID: 
25739399

• Consists of more than 38 million articles in more than 250 
different languages

• As of February 2014, it had 18 billion page views and nearly 
500 million unique visitors each month



Wikiversity Journal 
of Medicine

Why is it useful?



Criticism of Wikipedia includes claims that it exhibits 
systemic bias, presents a mixture of “truths, half truths, 
and some falsehoods”

• “No guarantee of validity” of its content due to open 
structure

• Ensuring Wikipedia's standards of “notability”
• Lack of accountability resulting from users' anonymity
• Changes are reviewed, but not systematically
• Possibility of vandalism and insertion of false 

information still remains

..because Wikipedia has limitations



..because Wikipedia has limitations

• Biggest issue is lack of information
Clauson, K. A; Polen, H. H; Boulos, M. N K.; Dzenowagis, J. H (18 November 2008). "Scope, Completeness, and Accuracy of 
Drug Information in Wikipedia". Annals of Pharmacotherapy 42 (12): 1814–
1821. doi:10.1345/aph.1L474. PMID 19017825.

• Cannot incorporate original research
• Researchers want credit for their work
    - More than a mention in the “history” tab.
• Particularly a shortage of images

- Can not simply use any image on the 
internet due to copyright



Wikiversity Journal 
of Medicine

How does a WikiJournal 
work?



Features of an Academic Journal

• Reliability
"consistency" or "repeatability"

• Quality check and quality control
Elimination of bias

• Articles are reviewed by a board of experts or 
"peer reviewed"



Features of an Academic Journal

• Follow a format:
– Abstract
– Literature review
– Methodology
– Results
– Conclusion
– Cites sources and/or bibliography

• May include tables, graphs or illustrations to 
support research

• Authors are identified and have contact information



..Academic Journals also have their issues

• Maintenance costs, Journal subscription, 
Advertising

• Open access
• An article processing charge (APC), also 

known as a publication fee, is often charged 
to authors to publish in an academic journal
– Particularly common in open access journals

• Copyright of images



Wikiversity Journal of Medicine

• An open access journal
• Peer reviewed
• No publication cost for authors
• Attracts referenced texts and images by means 

of scientific publishing, which can then be used 
across Wikimedia projects

• No advertising
• Ensures Wikipedia's standards of “notability”



Wikiversity Journal of Medicine 

Abides by several international journal 
guidelines:

• ICMJE Recommendations for the Conduct, 
Reporting, Editing, and Publication

• COPE code of conduct for journal editors
• Budapest Open Access Initiative 

recommendations
www.icmje.org/icmje-recommendations.pdf

http://www.icmje.org/icmje-recommendations.pdf
http://www.icmje.org/icmje-recommendations.pdf
http://www.icmje.org/icmje-recommendations.pdf
http://www.icmje.org/icmje-recommendations.pdf
http://www.icmje.org/icmje-recommendations.pdf


Wikiversity Journal of Medicine

• Registered by the National Library of Sweden 
and assigned an International Standard Serial 
Number (ISSN)

• Member of CrossRef, which assigns Digital 
Object Identifier (DOI) codes to published 
articles, serving as permanent links from 
external sites

• In the process of listing into Directory of Open 
Access Journals (DOAJ)



Wikiversity Journal of Medicine

• Has the Wiki Advantage
– Authors can write their works directly online
– Easy to collaborate and coordinate

Saves lots of editorial work
– Editing is restricted when published



• Submission of work• Submission of work11

• Peer review• Peer review22

• Editorial board• Editorial board33

• Publication• Publication44

The Process



Example:
A review article, 
based on reliable 
sources:



The text is used to expand 
Wikipedia articles:

Before                    After 



Example:
A submitted 
article containing 
images. 



Images are stored 
in Wikimedia 
Commons, and can 
be used across 
sister projects. 



These images now appear 
in articles with a total of 
254 808 readers per 
month.



Benefit to authors
Vast readership of published 
content
• Wikipedia is the 7th most 

visited webpage on the Internet
"How popular is wikipedia.org?". Alexa Internet
Alexa Top 500 Global Sites“ alexa.com

• Average of 10,000 to 100,000 
readers per month for each 
publication
https://en.wikiversity.org/wiki/Wikiversity_
Journal_of_Medicine/View_count

http://www.alexa.com/siteinfo/wikipedia.org
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Alexa_Internet
http://www.alexa.com/topsites
https://en.wikiversity.org/wiki/Wikiversity_Journal_of_Medicine/View_count
https://en.wikiversity.org/wiki/Wikiversity_Journal_of_Medicine/View_count


Benefit to authors

What you get:
• Certification of having 

undergone peer review
• Can be cited in scholarly 

publications with a 
standardized reference 
format:

Uthman, Ed (2014). "Tubal pregnancy with embryo". 
Wikiversity Journal of Medicine 1 (2).
doi:10.15347/wjm/2014.007. ISSN 20018762

https://en.wikiversity.org/wiki/Tubal_pregnancy_with_embryo
http://dx.doi.org/10.15347/wjm/2014.007
http://worldcat.org/issn/20018762


Examples of submitted works

• Case studies (with informed consent)
Preferably containing images.

• Reviews, supported by reliable sources
• Original research - not to be used in 

Wikipedia.
• Wikipedia content

– Images
– Article sections
– Entire Wikipedia articles



Peer reviewers

Criteria:
• Have public contact information, or be 

willing to be contacted for verification
• Have relevant expertise in medicine
• Be willing to state any conflicts of interests
• Not be part of the editorial board
• Found by searching among authors of 

articles of similar  scope



Peer review
example



Editorial board
Decides what works to include in the journal, based 
largely on peer reviews.

9 persons: 
• 3 from America, 3 from Europe, 1 from Africa,

1 from Asia, 1 from Oceania.
• 6 medical doctors, 1 medical student, 2 PhDs.



Contribute
• Publish an article. Credentials are not 

necessary.
• Peer reviewing of article submissions. 

Does require expertise in the subject 
at hand.

• Help preparing submitted articles 
• Join the editorial board and share 

your ideas about journal 
management 

• Currently looking for a treasurer

www.wijoumed.org

https://en.wikiversity.org/wiki/Wikiversity_Journal_of_Medicine


Wikiversity Journal of Medicine

Model for journals in other fields

Prospects: Biology, technology etc.



Po
ss

ib
le

 n
am

es

“Wikipedia Journal”?“Wikipedia Journal”?

“Wiki Journal”? “Wiki Journal”? 

Split from Wikiversity? 

“Wikimedia journal”?“Wikimedia journal”?



QUESTIONS?

www.wijoumed.org
Facebook: 
Wikiversity Journal of 
Medicine

Twitter: Wijoumed 

http://www.wijoumed.org/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Wikiversity-Journal-of-Medicine/832110790204079
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Wikiversity-Journal-of-Medicine/832110790204079
https://twitter.com/Wijoumed


Thank 
You

Disclaimer: This presentation makes use of  
portions of the presentation by Mikael Häggström 
made at Wikimania 2016. Used with permission.
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