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(54) Title: UNIVERSAL PLAYER CONTROL FOR CASINO GAME GRAPHIC ASSETS

(57) Abstract: Universal Player Controls for regulated pay computer-controlled video games afford players an efficient, intuitive
& method for customizing the layout and appearance of their favorite electronic games. A popup control featuring a jog wheel for
& fast selection and geometric control using the touch screen may be attached to each predetermined group of graphic assets allowing
players to move, resize, dim, animate, temporary hide or overlap them. Predetermined presentation styles (skins) may be successively
rendered. Whereas the displays on the regulated pay computer-controlled video games of the prior art were often visually cluttered
and not visually appealing to adult game console players, the present Universal Player Controls enables the players to tailor the game

appearance then save it in a player profile for latter retrieval.
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AMENDED CLAIMS
[received by the International Bureau on 04 August 2008 (04.08.2008);
original claim 1 amended; remaining claims unchanged (1 page)]

WHAT IS CLAIMED IS:

1. A universal player control rendered on a video display of a pay{tor-play or of a
pay-for-wager video game for enabling a player to interactively control predltennined game
parameters or game actions via player activation using a pointer, comprising:

a ring area delimited by an outer circular perimeter and an inner circular perimeter, a first
continuously variable signal being generated as a function of an arc or circular motion activation
within the ring area;,

a circular central area within the inner circular perimeter, a second continuously variable
signal being generated as a function of the activation time of the central area, an

predetermined first selection areas within the ring area, each of the predetermined first
selection areas generating a third continuously variable signal as a function of j activation time
thereof.

2. The universal player control of claim 1, wherein the central|area is further
configured to generate a fourth continuously variable signal as a function of a ul
thereof.

3.  The universal player control of claim 2, wherein the universal player control is
configured to be displaced by the fourth continuously variable signal to cia l

otion activation

ck the motion
activation of the central area, the central area following the pointer.
4, The universal player control of claim 1, further comprising predetermined sécond

areas outside the outer circular perimeter, a fifth continuously varjable signal being generated as

a fupction of an activation time of any one of the predetermined second areas.

5. The universal player control of claim 4, wherein the predetermil*ed second areas
are disposed radially outside the outer circular perimeter.

6. The universal player control of claim 1, further comprising predetermined
graphic assets disposed outside the outer circular perimeter, a continuously yariable graphic
asset signal being generated as a function of the activation time of each activated graphic asset.

7. The universal player control of claim 6, wherein the predetermingd graphic assets
are disposed radially outside the outer circular petimeter.

8. The universal player control of claim 6, wherein the graphics dssets include at
least one of a directional symbol, a menu selection symbol, a color selection symbol, a volume

control symbol, a resize symbol, a hide symbol, an un-hide symbol, and an immediate action
symbol.

AMENDED SHEET (ARTICLE 19)
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STATEMENT UNDER ARTICLE 19 (1)

This 494 word Statement is in response to the Written Opinion of the ISA mailed 12
June 2008, which indicates that clains 1-14, 16-30 and 32 Jacked novelty over Easty et al. and

that claims 15, 31 lacked inventive step over Easty in view of Erdelyi.

Basty does not teach or suggest any central area configured such that a signal is
generated as a function thereof, and much less any signal being generated as a function of an
activation time of the central area, To ensure that the claimed central area is not interpreted as
conresponding to Easty’s inner ring 12, claim 1 has been amended to recite that the central area
is circular, in contradistinction to Basty’s ring-shaped iuger ring, The central area within the
inner circular perimeter in Easty is not disclosed to have any function at all. Easty’s drawings

also do pot teach or suggest any function for the central area within the inner circular perimeter:

No Function ls disclosad
for central aroa within
Inner perimetar of Easty

The claimed second continuously variable signal is generated as a function of the

activation time e cenfral area, and each of the claimed predetermined first selection areas is
configured to generate a third continuously variable signal ag a function of an activation time
thereof. Easty discloses no signals that are generated as a function of an activation time. Basty
mentions time in only two respects: that the categories displayed on the inner and outer rings
may be “dynamically determined at the time of the display based on the content available to a
given user” and “As used in this specification, "on~-demand” describes delivery of digital

information in real time in response to individual users' requests” (Col.2, lines 1-2). Therefore,
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as Basty does not mention any use for the central circular ares of his GUI and makes no mention

of generating sighals as a function of activation time, Easty cannot anticipate the ¢laims.

Even if the claimed predetermined first selection areas within the ring area are
analogized to Basty’s icons within the outer ring or inner ring, the analogy bfeaks down, as

Easty does not teach or suggest that the icons along the ipner or outer ring generate any signal as

a function of activation time thereof, as claimed. Easty, therefore, cannot anticipate the claims.

Therefore, it is respectfully requested that the Statement under Rule 43bis.1(a)(i) be
reconsidered and that the amended claims be found to have Novelty and Inventive Step and that

a favorable IPER be issued.

If in the opinion of the Examiner a favorable IPER cannot be issued on the basis of the
above, Applicant requests the issuance of an additional written opinion under Rule 66.4 and/or a
telephone interview undexr Rule 66.6. Such additional communication will facilitate the issuance
of a favorable JPRP, and provide efficiencies in subsequent regional and national phase

examination.



	Page 1 - front-page
	Page 2 - amend-body
	Page 3 - amend-statement
	Page 4 - amend-statement

