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Box No. II Observations where certain claims were found unsearchable (Continuation of item 2 of first sheet)

This international search report has not been established in respect of certain claims under Article 17(2)(a) for the following reasons:

1. D Claims Nos.:

because they relate to subject matter not required to be searched by this Authority, namely:

2. D Claims Nos.:

because they relate to parts of the international application that do not comply with the prescribed requirements to such an
extent that no meaningful international search can be carried out, specifically:

3. [:l Claims Nos.:

because they are dependent claims and are not drafted in accordance with the second and third sentences of Rule 6.4(a).

Box No. Il  Observations where unity of invention is lacking (Continuation of item 3 of first sheet)

This International Searching Authority found multiple inventions in this international application, as follows:

See Supplemental Page

1. I:I As all required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report covers all searchable
claims.

2. D As all searchable claims could be searched without effort justifying additional fees, this Authority did not invite payment of
additional fees.

3. D As only some of the required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report covers
only those claims for which fees were paid, specifically claims Nos.:

4. IE No required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant. Consequently, this international search report is
restricted to the invention first mentioned in the claims; it is covered by claims Nos.:

Remark on Protest D The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant’s protest and, where applicable, the
payment of a protest fee. ’

‘:] The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant’s protest but the applicable protest
fee was not paid within the time limit specified in the invitation.

D No protest accompanied the payment of additional search fees.

Form PCT/ISA/210 (continuation of first sheet (2)) (April 2005)
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Continuation of Box il

Group |, claims 1-4, drawn to a bumper system having a crush cone in front of each mount.
Group Il, claims 5-8, drawn to a bumper system with a thermoformed energy absorber positioned against the face.

The inventions listed as Groups | and Il do not relate to a single general inventive concept under PCT Rule 13.1 because, under PCT
Rule 13.2, they lack the same or corresponding special technical features for the following reasons: the special technical features of
Group |, a crush cone positioned in front of each mount, each crush cone including a flange engaging the front wall and a tube section
extending from the flange through a hole in the front wall into engagement with the rear wall, are not present in Group Il; the special
technical features of Group I, (claim 5) a thermoformed energy absorber positioned against the face, the energy absorber including a
base wall and at least two adjacent crush boxes formed into the base wall, the adjacent crush boxes including a pair of adjacent side
walls each having a root section next to the base wall bonded together a distance away from the base wall such that the adjacent side
walls reinforce and strengthen each other or (claim 8) providing a base sheet of thermoformable plastic material; heating the sheet;
providing a tool having a plurality of blade-shaped protrusions with leading edges for forming a plurality of crush boxes in the base
sheet, the crush boxes including a pair of adjacent crush boxes; at least one of the leading edges being scrived and cut back along a
center area so that when the base wall is being thermally formed by the bladeshaped protrusion, a center root region of adjacent side
walls on the pair of adjacent crush boxes formed by the scrived leading edge are left exposed by the blade-shaped protrusion and are
not cooled by the blade-shaped protrusion; and engaging the tool with the heated sheet, with the blade-shaped protrusions forming a
plurality of crush boxes in the sheet, the blade-shaped protrusion with the scrived leading edge leaving the root regions exposed so that
the root regions bond together while the plastic material is hot, which results in increased strength of the pair of adjacent crush

boxes upon cooling of the sheet, are not present in Group |.

Since none of the special technical features of the Group | or il inventions is found in more than one of the inventions, unity is lacking.
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