


| C) 

[5 

2 C) 

3? 

35 

45 

5? 

UNITED STATES PATEN'T OFFICE, 

CHARLES TLYNCH EADES, OF BLUE RIDGE, MISSOURI. 

|LATCH 

SPECIFICATION forming part of Tetters Patent, No. 490,645, dated January 81, 1893. 
Áppli0ation filed June 30, 1892, Serial N0.438,600, (M0 m0dél.) 

70 ?ZZ4/ ??77%07?? é??é 7??¢¢y ?2072¢¢7°72* 
Be it known that I, CHARLES LYNCH EATOES, 

a citizen of the United States, residing at Blue 
Ridge, in the county of Harrison and State of 
MisSOuri, have in wented a, new and useful 
IDoor-H'astener, of which the following is a 
Specification. ~ 

This imwention relates to certain new and 
useful imprOwements in door fasteners, and 
ConsistS of the construction and operation t0-- 
gether With the arrangement and combina 
tion of the Seweral parts thereof, as Will be 
unore fully hereimafter deScribed and claimed. 
The object of this imwention is to provide 

an automatic door fastener which has a gra.wi 
tating arm adapted to engage a Suitably 
formed catch Or keeper When the door is closed, 
the parts thereof being simple and effective 
in their construction and Operation, Strong 
and durable, and readily understood. 
In the draWingS:-H'igure 1 is a perspec? 

tive wieW of the improved fastening shown in 
locked position and looking toWard the in 
mer sides of doors to which the Same is ap~ 
plied. Fig. 2 is a Similar wieW of the doors 
thrOWn open and the partS of the catch dis 
commected, and looking toWard the front of 
the doors. F'ig. 8 is a Similar wiew of the 
parts of the fastening detached. 

Similar numerals are used to indicate Cor'- 
responding partS in the Seweral figures. 

Referring to the draWings, the numeral 1 
designates double doors to one of which at the 
top portion thereof is piwotally connected a 
gra.witating Or automatically operating hook 
2 consisting of an upper bent_end 8 hawing a 
Gam edge 4 terminating in a depending Ower 
|hanging end 5, and a loWe1' Weighted end 6. 
The mormal position of the said hook is in a 
wertical plane OWing to the Weighted depend 
ing end 6, and When the Same is turned from 
One side to the othe1', it naturally aSSumeS 
the central position thereof aS Shown in Fig. 
2. To the inner upper portion of the frame 
or casing 7, hingedly Supporting the doorS 1, 
is a catch or keeper 8, hawing a loWer angu 
larly bent arm 9, with a, beveled cam face or 
edge 10, arranged in the front portion thereof 
or to that side adjacent to the doorS, the rear 
edge of the Said catch or keeper being Straight 
aS at 11. ^ 

In Operation. When the door carrying the 

grawitating latch 2 is closed, the cam edge 4 
of the upper bent ends 8 thereof StrikeS 
against the Catm edge 10 of the catch Or keeper 
8, and is gradually turned to one Side until 
the depending owerhanging end Õ paSSeS the 
end of the angularly bent arm .9, When the 
said hook 2 will be free to fall or aSSume its 
mOrmal position and engage the Straight edge 
11, of the Said catch or keeper and thereby 
lock the door carrying the Same in connec 
tion therewith. The opposite door 1 is adapt 
ed to be closed by a button 12 or by other 
Suitable dewice. ~ 

By meams of the construction Set forth, a, 
| cheap, Strong and durable latch is prOwided 
Without the employment of Springs or other 
dewiceSWhich are liable to become disarranged 
or get out of Order. 
One principal adwantage of this dewice is 

the time Sa.wed in the use of the same, and 
When it is desired to release the latch, the 
hand may be slipped inward behind the door 
to engage the Weighted end 6 of the hook 2 t0 
thereby disengage the Same from connection 
With the catch or keeper 8. 
Ha.wing thus described the invention, what 

is claimed as new is: 
In a dewice of the character Set forth, the 

combination of a grawitating hook. COnSisting 
of an upper bent end mawing a Cam-edge ter 
Iminating in a depending: Owerhanging end, 
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and a fixed Catch Or keeper horiz0ntally dis- · 
p0Sed and hawing a loWer angularly-bent' arm. 
With a beWeled cam face or edge arranged on 
the front portion thereof, and a rear Straight 
edge, the Cam edgeS of the graWitating hook 
and the fixed catch automatically c0acting to 
bring the depending overhanging end of the 
hook in engagement with the rear Straight 
edge of the catch Or keeper, the Said hook 
being Secured to a door and in a mormal wer-- 
tical position, and the Catch Or keeper to the 
upper part of the frame of the do0r, SubStam 
Stially as deScribed. ?x 
In testimony that I claim the foregoing aS 

my oWn I have heretO affixed my Signature in 
the presence of tWO WitneSSeS. 

CHABLES BLYNCH EADES, 
WitmeSSeS: 

GEORGE; W. MYERS, 
· GEO). T. OWENS, 
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