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1 Claim. (Cl 155—124) '

- 'The present invention relates to folding tables, and more
particularly to a table adapted to be used in audltormms
parks, camp grounds and the like.

The primary object of the invention is to prov1de a
folding - table, having seats associated therewith and
adapted to be collapsed in a small space, or to:be unfolded
in operating posmon with the least amount of physical
effort.

A further object of the invention is to provide an im-
proved folding table which is rugged, stable and simple
to manufacture.

Another object of the invention is to provide a table
that is easy. to transport from one location to another,
having means holding the table in collapsed position, thus
making it easy to handle and transport.

A st111 further object of the invention is to provide a
table that is completely self-contained and designed so
that none of the parts can become disconnected, eliminat-
ing delays due to missing parts. ‘

Other objects and advantages will become apparent
in the following spec1ﬁcat10n when considered in the light
of the attached drawings, in which:

Figure 1 is a side elevation of the invention which illus-
{rates the table in erected posmon

Figure 2 is an 1nverted plan view of the table in folded
position.
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17 forming part thereof. The cross member 13 is piv-
otally journalled within bearings 18 fixedly secured to
the cleats 11 by any suitable means, such as welding or
the like,

Slidably mounted on the uprights 12 are sleeves 19
carrying brackets 20. The brackets 20 support the seat
boards S in the following manner. = Cleats 21, having bear-
ings 22 forming part thereof, embrace the brackets 20
permitting the brackets 20 to revolve therein.

A pair of braces 23 each have one end pivotally con-
nected to ears 24 forming part of the horizontal bar 16
of the uprights 12 and its other end connected to the up-
standing ear 25 fixedly secured to the cleat 11 on the
underside of the table top T. Pins 26 pass through the
openings 27 of the ears 25, referring particularly to Fig-
ure 5. Locking dogs 28 are carried by the pins 26 and

- engage the side of the ear at 29, holding the pin 26 in
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Figure 3 is an inverted side elevation of the table show-

ing one set of the legs in open posmon and one set of
the legs in folded position. ‘

.- Figure 4 is an inverted end elevation of the table, illus-
{rating the legs in operating position and 111ustrat1ng by
dotted lines the position of the seats when the table is
erected.

Figure 5 i$ an enlarged fragmentary detail, pamally in
section of the structure holding the lockmg pins w1th1n
the bracing brackets.

Figure 6 is a side elevation of a modlﬁed table struc-
ture shown in erected position.

Figure 7 is an inverted plan view of the table shown in
Figure 6 in folded position.

Figure 8 is a side elevation of the structure shown in
Figure 7.

Figure 9 is an end ‘elevation of the structure shown in.

Figure 6 in erected position.

Referring now to the ‘drawings in detail wherein like
reference numerals indicate like parts throughout the sev-
eral figures, the reference character T indicates generally
a table top which with seats S constitutes the invention, as
illustrated in Figures 1 through 5. The table top T in-
cludes boards 10 secured together on their undersides by
cleats 11 to form a flat surface. Folding legs, generally
indicated at L are pivotally connected to the cleats 11
as follows.
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The legs L include a- pair of uprights 12 which are -

joined together at their ends adjacent the boards 10 by
a cross member 13, and at their other ends by the

U-shaped member 14 fixedly secured thereto at 15, by
The U-shaped member 14 mcludes
a horizontal bar 16, having upwardly turned end portions

70

place. The braces 23 are offset at 30, the purpose of
which will be apparent on viewing Figure 3.

I will now describe how the table top T is held in folded
position. The legs L are folded down against the bottom
of the table top T, the braces 23 first having been removed
from the ears 24 forming part of the cross bar 16 of the
legs L are secured to the ears 31 by the pins 26. The op-
posite ends of the braces 23 are disconnected from the up-
standing ears 25, the pins 26 replaced within the ears 25,
after the offset portion 30 has been placed within these
ears 25. This holds the legs L in folded position.

One of the pins 26 could, if desired, be replaced by a
padlock (not shown) which would prevent the unfolding
and erecting of the table top T, as well as holding the
brace 23 while the table top T was erected.

In the erection of the table top T, the pins 26 are re-
moved from the upstanding ears 25 and the braces 23 are
removed from the ears 31 and placed in the ears 24 and
held in position by pins 26. The opposite end of the
braces 23 are entered into the upstanding ears 25 and the
pins 26 placed therethrough. The table top T is then
turned over on its legs L, which causes the sleeves 19 and
and the brackets 20, including the seats S, to drop down
to the position shown in Figure 1. The brackets 20 and
sleeves 22 come to rest on the top 32 of the upstanding
end portions 17. This position is also shown by broken
lines on the inverted end view Figure 4.

. With this new and improved folding table top T, when
the same is folded, the seats S and the top fold within each
others length so that no overhanging of any parts take
place.

In Figures 6, 7, 8 and 9, a modified form of folding

table comnstruction is illustrated, although very closely re-
lated to the above-described table.

The table top T in-
cludes boards 10 held together by cleats 11, having bear-
ing sleeves 34 fixedly secured thereto.- Upper end 334 of
uprights 33 are formed at right angles thereto and mount-
ed to pivot within the bearing sleeve 34, while the lower
ends of the uprights 33 are connected together by a cross
member 35. The cross member 35 has return bends 36
providing upright end portions 37. The upper ends of
these end portions 37 are journalled within bearings 38
forming part of cleats 38a secured to the seat S.

When this modified table top T is folded, the legs L fold
towards one end of the table top T, carrying the seats S
with them due to the pivot bearing 38 being connected
to the upstanding end portion 37. With this form of table
top T the seats S and one leg L assembly extend beyond
the table top T when in folded condition.

When in folded position, one brace 392 remains piv-
otally connected to the ears 40a forming part of the cross
members 35 of one set of the legs 1’, while the central
portion of the brace 3%z engages between the upstanding
ears 41, forming part of the table top T and the pin 26
inserted therethrough. The brace 39 remains pivotally
connected to the ears 42 on the table top while the op-
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posite end portlon of the Brace 39 engages between the
cars 43 medially overlying the cross member 35 of the
opposite set of legs L’. This holds both sets of the legs L’
against the top of the table. . .
~ The legs L’ are held in erected _posmon ina shghtly dif
ferent manner. One end of the brace 39 is. removed from
the ears 43 of the leg L’ while the opposite end of the
brace 39 remains connected to the.upstanding ears 42
forming part of the table top T... The.opposite end of the
brace 39 having been removed from the ears 43 of the
table top T is connected to the ears 40 of the legs L.
The opposite. set of legs L’ are moved to and held in
erected. position in the following manner. The pin 26 is
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removed from the ears 41 releasing the brace 392. Both

legs L’ are raised to a vertical position in regards to the
table top. This also lowers the seats S to the position
shown in Figures 6 and.9. The end 44 of the brace 3%a
is placed between the ears 42 and the pin 26 inserted there-
through. ‘The end 45 of the brace 39 is secured between

the ears 49 of the leg assembly L’ by another pin 26 which ¢

will brace the table in erected position.

With this design of table, the occupants can enter from
either end of the seat. S through the clearance between the
seat S and the.uprights 33, which is a decided advantage,
but due to the principle of folding, this table would re-
quire a little more storage space when in folded position
than does the form shown in Figures 1 through 5.

Having thus described the preferred embodiments of
the invention, it should be understood that numerous other
structural modifications and adaptations may be resorted
to without departing from the scope of the appended claim.

What is claimed is:

A folding table comprising a rectangular shaped table
top which comprises a plurality of longitudinally extend-
ing parallel disposed rectangular shaped boards that are
secured along their longitudinal edges in contiguous uni-
tary relation to each other to form a flat surface, a pair
of outer cleats secured to the undersurface of said boards
adjacent the outer ends thereof in spaced parallel rela-
tion to each other and a centrally disposed intermediate
cleat secured to the undersurface of said boards in equi-
spaced relation to said outer cleats, a leg unit pivotally
connected to each of said outer cleats at each end of said
table top,. said leg units each comprising a pair of spaced
parallel legs, a horizontally disposed cross member in-
tegrally connectmg the upper ends-of the pair of legs of
each unit, a pair of U-shaped members each 1nclud1ng an
elongated horizontally disposed bar-portion integrally con-
necting the lower ends of the pair of legs of each unit, said
bar portions being parallel to said cross members and ex-
tending outwardly of the pair of legs of each unit so that
the upwardly turned end portions thereof are in spaced
parallel relation to. the pair of legs of each unit, an elon-
gated tubular bearing secured to each of said outer cleats
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beneath each end of said table for journalling the respec-
tive cross members in spaced parallel horizontal relation
to each other for maintaining said leg units for movement
from a perpendicularly depending position with respect
to said table top to a folded position parallel to and under-
lying said table top, a sleeve slidably mounted on each
leg of said leg units, an L-shaped bracket having a verti-
cally disposed portion secured to a sleeve on each leg of
said leg units and having a horizontally extending portion,
a pair of longitudinally extending rectangular shaped
seat boards, each of the horizontally extending portions
of said bracket being rotatably mounted in tubular bear-
ings secured to cleats that are mounted on the undersur-
face of said seat boards and positioned in alignment with
the opposite ends of said outer cleats, said bearings jour-
nalling each end of each of said seat boards to the hori-
zental portion of a respective bracket, the outer ends of
the upwardly turned end portions of the U-shaped mem-
bers that are: mounted on the lower ends of the pair of
legs of each of said leg units engaging the undersurface of
said seat boards for fixedly supporting said seat boards in
spaced parallel relation to each other beneath the plane

of said table top and paralle] thereto, a pair of parallel

ears integral with the center portion of the bearings jour-
nalling said cross member, a removable pivot pin extend-
ing between said ears, a second pair of parallel ears in-
tegral with each horizontal bar portion of said U-shaped
member, ‘a removable -pivot pm extending between said
second pair of ears, a third pair of parallel upstanding
ears secured to the outer surface of said intermediate cleat
centrally thereof, a pair of removable pivot pins extending
between said third pair of ears, braces detachably secured
at the opposite ends thereof to one pivot pin extending be-
tween the ears on the outer surface of said intermediate
cleat and to the pivot pin extending between ears on said
horizontal bar portion when said table is in erected posi-
tion, said braces being connected at one end to the pivot
pin between the ears on the bearing ]ournallmg said cross
member and extending beneath the pivot pins extending
between the ears on said intermediate cleat when said leg
units are in folded position against said table top when
said table is in folded position, said braces extending across
said horizontal bar portions of said U-shaped members
to hold said leg units in folded position.
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