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(57) Abstract: A device and method that switch between a color-image-based composite image and a black-and-white-im-
age-based composite image at optimal timing that makes it difficult for an observer to notice. The present invention in-
puts a color image and a black-and-white image that have been captured from different viewpoints, and, on the basis
of a pre-defined basis image switching threshold value, switches between generating (a) a color-image-based compos-
ite image in which the black-and-white image has been positioned at the image position of the color image or (b) a
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black-and-white-image-based composite image in which the color image has been positioned at the image position of the
black-and-white image. Hysteresis is established for the basis image switching threshold value, the hysteresis is altered
in accordance with circumstances, and basis image switching can be performed at optimal timing that makes it difficult
for an observer to notice.
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