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This invention relates to a garment and has 
for an object the provision of an undershirt or 
a Sport shirt which is particularly useful for 
men's or boy's Wear. 

Undershirts or sport shirts now in general use 
are manufactured from a knitted fabric which is 
produced on machines in tubular form. In ac 
cordance With the Common practice, the shirt is 
formed by cutting the knitted tubular body por 
tion into Suitable lengths and then cutting and 
SeWing the individual lengths to provide a gar 
ment having a tubular main body portion, an un 
obstructed bottom opening, and shoulder straps 
providing neck and arm Openings. A knitted 
undershirt of this character is commonly worn 
by men and bodys as an undershirt or a sport 
shirt with underpants or shorts. The main body 
portion of the shirt is Substantially uniform in 
diameter throughout its length, and consequent 
ly not form-fitting. 

It is desirable in the construction of a normally 
close-fitting knitted garment of the character 
indicated above that it be made of such length 
that the lower portions extend down below the 
hip line of the Wearer. Many wearers prefer 
that the lower peripheral edge of the shirt ex 
tend somewhat below the crotch. These gar 
ments, however, have a tendency to roll up and 
bunch at the waist because the garments are not 
form-fitted and also because the wearer is some 
what broader at or below the hip line than at 
the waistline. This rolling, bunching, or creep 
ing up of shirts of this type often causes discom 
fiture to the Wearer. 

Accordingly, it is an object of this invention 
to provide an undershirt or Sport shirt which 
will not have a tendency to roll or Creep up to 
Ward the Waistline of the wearer. 
A further object of this invention is to provide 

an undershirt or sport shirt, the lower periph 
eral edges of which Will retain their position. Over 
the hips while being WOrn. 
A further object of this invention is the pro 

vision of an undershirt or Sport shirt which in 
extending below the hip line Will not bind the 
crotch of the wearer. 

Further and additional objects Will appear 
from the following description, the accompany 
ing drawing, and the appended claims. 

In accordance with one embodiment of this 
invention, an undershirt Or Sport shirt of the 
desired size may be formed from a piece of tu 
bular knitted fabric which provides the main 
body portion of the shirt. The tubular fabric 
may be cut and Sewed at one end to provide neck 
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and arm openings for the garment. The main 
body of the Shirt may be of any desired length; 
however, in a preferred style, the length of the 
body portion of the shirt normally extends to or 
below the crotch of the Wearer. In order to pre 
Went the undershirt from rolling or bunching 
around the waist in accordance with this inven 
tion, a band of knitted fabric is secured around 
the lower peripheral edge.of the main body por 
tion of the garment, said band being so cut and 
sewed that the Wales of the fabric extend at an 
angle to the Wales of the fabric in the knitted 
main body portion. This band may be integral 
with the main body portion of the garment or it 
may be formed and cut Separately and Stitched 
to the lower peripheral edge thereof in any de 
sired manner. Furthermore, if desired, the band 
may be Split or discontinuous so as to provide a 
vertically extending slit in the completed gar 
ment. 
An undershirt or sport shirt constructed as in 

dicated above provides the Wearer with more 
comfort than has been obtainable by the shirts 
noW Commonly sold on the market. The Wales 
of a knitted tubular shirt normally extend longi 
tudinally of the main body portion, thus provid 
ing a body portion having its direction of maxi 
mun stretch extending circumferentially there 
of. It is this property to a large degree which 
causes these shirts of the prior art to creep or 
roll above the hips of the Wearer because of the 
tendency of the main body portion to contract 
and Work upwardly in the hip regions. In ac 
cordance with this invention, however, a band 
of Substantial width has been provided around 
the lower peripheral edges of the main body por 
tion, which band has its Wales, and consequently 
its direction of maximum stretch, extending at 
an angle to the direction of maximum stretch of 
the fabric of the main body portion. The band, 
therefore, has a tendency to grip the Wearer 
around the hips and to prevent the lowermost 
portions of the garment from creeping up over 
the hipS and bunching at the Waist. The slot 
or slots positioned in the lower peripheral edge 
of the garment also function to prevent the 
Creeping up or bunching of the garment as has 
been disclosed in my co-pending application Se 
rial No. 260,957, filed March 10, 1939. 

For a more complete understanding of this in 
vention, reference will now be had to the draw 
ing, wherein is shown in perspective a grament 
Constructed in accordance with one embodiment 
of this invention. 
The garment comprises a main body portion 2 
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which may be integrally woven or knitted on 
suitable machines to provide a desired seamless 
fabric tube having its wales 4 extending in a di 
rection generally longitudinally of the main body 
portion as indicated in the drawing. The body 
portion 2 may be cut at the top and Sewed to 
provide shoulder Straps 6 which Outline the arm 
openings 8 and the neck opening 0. The ex 
posed cut edges of the main body portion and the 
straps 6 are covered by a Suitable binding 2. 
As shown, the lower opening of the main body 
portion of the undershirt preferably remains en 
tirely unobstructed. However, a band 4 of 
knitted fabric is stitched around the lower pe 
ripheral edge of the main body portion 2. 
band 4 also comprises a knitted fabric and is 
so cut and stitched to the main body portion 2 
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of the shirt that the Wales 6 of the band f4 ex 
tend at an angle oblique to the Wales 4 in the 
fabric of the main body portion 2. 
4 is discontinuous at a front portion of the shirt, 
thus providing a slot 8 which extends upwardly 
from the lowermost peripheral edge of the gar 
ment. The free edges of the band 4 are bound 
as indicated in the drawing. 
The undershirt Constructed in accordance With 

the example described above is not form 
fitted. However, the direction of maximum 
stretchability (i. e. transverse to the direction of 
the Wales) of the band portion extending over 
the hips is at an angle oblique to the direction 
of maximum stretch of the main body portion 
of the undergarment. The band having the 
angularly extending Wales permits the bottom 
of the garment to stretch both vertically and 
horizontally. Consequently it will grip the hips 
of the wearer and prevent the garment from 
rolling or Creeping up Over the hips. If desired, 
the slot 3 may be eliminated. However, it has 
been found that the presence of this slot co 
operates with the band 4 further to eliminate 
the undesirable rolling or creeping of the gar 
ment over the hips. 

It will be recognized that modifications may 
be made in the garment that has been specifical 
ly illustrated in the drawing and described above. 
For example, it is not necessary that the under 
shirt be constructed from a piece of tubular 
integrally woven or knitted fabric. It may be 
constructed by knitting, Weaving or sewing in 
any manner and may even be form-fitted if de 
Sired. The band 4 may be formed integral 
With the main body portion 2 of the garment 
or it may be Stitched on in the manner shown. 
The slot f8 may extend only partially through 
the band 4 or it may extend upwardly into 
the main body portion 2 of the garment pro 
viding a slit longer than the width of the band 
4. If desired, a plurality of slots may be pro 

vided around the lower peripheral edge of the 
shirt. 
While a particular embodiment of this inven 

tion is shown above, it will be understood, of 
course, that the invention is not to be limited 
thereto, since may modifications may be made, 
and it is contemplated, therefore, by the ap 
pended claims, to cover any such modifications 
as fall Within the true spirit and scope of this 
invention. 
I claim: 
1. A garment comprising a tubular body por 

tion of a flexible fabric open at the lower end 
having arm and neck openings adjacent the 
upper end and having a direction of maximum 
stretch extending substantially circumferentially 
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thereof, and a flexible fabric band provided at 
the lower peripheral edge of Said open end, the 
direction of maximum Stretch of the fabric of 
said band being disposed at an angle oblique to 
the direction of maximum stretch of the fabric 
of Said body portion. 

2. The garment recited in claim 1 in which 
said band is cut transversely to provide a slit 
in the garment extending upwardly from the 
lower peripheral edge thereof. 

3. A garment of the character described Com 
prising a knitted tubular body portion. Wherein 
the Wales thereof extend in a substantially lon 
gitudinal direction having a knitted band Se 
cured to the lower open peripheral edge thereof, 
the Wales of Said band being disposed at an 
oblique angle to the Wales of said body por 
tion. 

4. The garment recited in claim 3 in which 
Said band is cut transversely to provide a slit 
in the garment extending upwardly from the 
lower peripheral edge thereof. 

5. The garment recited in claim. 3 in which 
Said band is discontinuous in a front portion 
of the garment to provide an open slit therein 
extending upwardly from the lower front pe 
ripheral edge thereof. 

6. A garment comprising a knitted tubular 
body portion wherein the wales thereof extend 
in a Substantially longitudinal direction, said 
body portion being open at the lower end and 
having arm and neck openings adjacent the 
upper end, and a knitted band secured around 
the lower peripheral edge of said open end, the 
Wales of Said band being disposed at an oblique 
angle to the Wales of said body portion. 

7. An undershirt comprising an integrally 
knitted tubular body member having wales ex 
tending Substantially longitudinally thereof, 
shoulder straps for providing arm and neck 
openings at the upper end of said member, and 
a knitted band secured to and extending around 
the lower peripheral edge of said member, the 
Wales of Said band being disposed at an oblique 
angle to the Wales of said body member. 

8. A normally close-fitting knitted garment of 
the character described comprising an inte 
grally knitted tubular body portion of a length 
Sufficient to Substantially cover the hips of the 
Wearer, Said portion having wales extending sub 
stantially longitudinally thereof, shoulder Straps 
positioned at the upper end of said body por 
tion to provide arm and neck Openings, and a 
knitted band secured to and extending around 
the lower peripheral edge of said body portion, 
the Wales of Said band being disposed at an 
oblique angle to the wales of said main body 
portion whereby the tendency of said body por 
tion to bunch or roll above the hips is substan 
tially eliminated. 

9. A normally non-bunching, non-binding, 

acter described comprising a knitted body por 
tion of a length sufficient to Substantially cover 
the hips of the wearer, said portion having wales 
extending substantially longitudinally thereof, 
shoulder straps positioned at the upper ends of 
Said body portion to provide arm and neck 
openings, and a knitted band stitched to and 
extending around the lower peripheral edge of 
said body portion, the wales of Said band being 
disposed at an oblique angle to the wales of Said 
main body portion and said band also being 
discontinuous in a front portion of the garnent 
to provide an open slit therein extending up 
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Wardly from the lower front peripheral edge 
thereof whereby the tendency of Said undershirt 
to bunch or roll over the hips is Substantially 
eliminated. 

10. A sleeveless, one piece undershirt of the 
character described, comprising a knitted, seam 
leSS, normally tight-fitting, tubular-shaped main 
body portion having an unobstructed bottom 
opening and being of Sufficient length to extend 
over the hips of the wearer, said portion having 
Wales extending substantially longitudinally 
thereof, shoulder straps adjacent the upper 
opening of said body portion partially obstruct 
ing the Same, Said straps being integral with 
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3. 
said body portion and forming arm and neck 
openings therewith, and a knitted band stitched 
to and extending around the lower peripheral 
edge of said body portion, the Wales of Said band 
being disposed at an oblique angle to the Wales 
of said main body portion and said band also 
being discontinuous in a front portion of the 
garment to provide an open slit therein extend 
ing upwardly from the lower peripheral edge 
thereof whereby the tendency of said undershirt 
to bunch or roll Over the hips is substantially 
eliminated. 

DOROTHY I. MCDONALD. 

  


