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) Identification document.

@ Known identification documents such as pass-
ports and driving licences have a photograph for
purposes of identification of the holder of the docu-
ment. Due to the fact that such a photograph can be
replaced by another photograph, such known docu-
ments are fraudproof only to a limited extent. If
these identification documents already provided with
the photograph are further provided according to the
invention with a copy of the photograph printed on
the identification document, they become highly
fraudproof, due to the fact that the printed copy
cannot be replaced, and the photograph can be
compared at any time with said printed copy, which
makes replacing the photograph pointless.
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A. Background of the invention

The invention relates to an identification docu-
ment which is adapted for the affixing of a photo-
graph to a part of the identification document.

Such an identification document is generally
known, for example a passport or an insurance
document. In the case of a passport, a part of a
particular page of the passport is designed for
affixing thereto a photograph of a person who is
thereby identified as the holder of the passport. In
the case of an insurance document, a part of said
insurance document is designed for affixing thereto
a photograph of an article which is to be insured
and is thereby identified as the article to be in-
sured.

Such known identification documents have the
disadvantage that they are fraudproof only to a
limited extent, due to the fact that the photograph
already affixed or yet to be affixed to them can
easily be replaced by another photograph. In order
to make them more fraudproof, one stamp mark is
often placed partly on the identification document
and partly on the already affixed photograph, but
this mark can be forged without great difficulty on
replacement of the photograph. Besides, this pro-
vides no better protection at all against fraud for
so-called blank identification documents (in the
case of which the photograph has not yet been
affixed), due to the fact that in this case the stamp
mark cannot yet be placed on them.

B. Summary of the invention

One object of the invention is to provide an
identification document of the type mentioned in
the preamble which provides better protection
against fraud.

For this purpose, the identification document
according to the invention is characterized in that
the identification document is adapted for the print-
ing of a copy of the photograph on another part of
the identification document.

Due to the fact that the other part of the
identification document is designed for the printing
of the photograph thereon, it becomes possible fo
compare the photograph already affixed or yet fo
be affixed with the printed copy of said photograph,
with the result that replacement of the photograph
by another photograph becomes pointless, since
the printed copy, which cannot be replaced, will not
correspond to that other photograph. This makes
such an identification document more fraudproof.
So-called blank identification documents also be-
come more fraudproof, due to the fact that it is no
longer sufficient to affix the photograph and, for
example, forge the stamp mark, but it is also nec-
essary to print a copy of the photograph on the
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identification document, which constitutes an addi-
tional obstacle.

The invention is based on the idea that a copy
of a photograph printed on the identification docu-
ment cannot be replaced, and that the fact that the
photograph can be compared with its copy makes
replacing the photograph pointless.

A first embodiment of the identification docu-
ment according to the invention is characterized in
that the copy of the photograph is printed on the
other part of the identification document.

An identification document on which the copy
of the photograph is printed is highly fraudproof,
since only the photograph of which the copy has
been made is now suitable for affixing to the (part
of the) identification document.

A second embodiment of the identification doc-
ument according to the invention is characterized
in that a transparent plastic layer is provided on the
copy of the photograph.

Such a plastic layer protects the printed copy
of the photograph from external influences.

A third embodiment of the identification docu-
ment according to the invention is characterized in
that the photograph is affixed to the part of the
identification document.

A fourth embodiment of the identification docu-
ment according to the invention is characterized in
that the photograph is situated between the part of
the identification document and a transparent plas-
tic layer.

A fifth embodiment of the identification docu-
ment according to the invention is characterized in
that the photograph is affixed to the part of the
identification document by means of a metal ob-
ject.

A sixth embodiment of the identification docu-
ment according to the invention is characterized in
that the photograph is affixed to the part of the
identification document by means of an adhesive.

The third, fourth, fifth and sixth embodiments of
the identification document according to the inven-
tion relate to the affixing per se and various pos-
sibilities for affixing the photograph fo the iden-
tification document.

It is pointed out that it is known from GB
2,228,445 to provide a security document with an
impression which is made by a computer-con-
trolled laser printer and constitutes a visual repre-
sentation of the holder of the document. It is also
known from WO 92/03804 to print an impression of
the holder of the card on a credit card, and it is
known from FR 2,610,748 to provide a cheque with
a printed impression by means of an adhesive.
However, it is not known from these documents for
a document already provided with a photograph or
yet fo be provided with a photograph additionally fo
be provided with a copy of that photograph printed
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on the document. The copy prevenis the photo-
graph to be compared therewith from being re-
placed, while the identification of the holder of the
document is by means of the photograph, which
will generally give a sharper and clearer picture of
the holder than the copy does.

C. References

m GB 2,228,445
® WO 92/03804
® FR 2,610,748

D. Example of an embodiment

The invention will be explained in greater detail
with reference to an example of an embodiment
shown in the figures, in which:

Figure 1 shows an identification document ac-
cording to the invention.

The identification document 1 shown in Figure
1 relates to a passport, with a part 2 to which
passport photograph 3 still has to be affixed, and
with another part on which a copy 4 of the passport
photograph 3 has already been printed. The iden-
tification document 1 also contains some text 5, for
example personal data.

The term identification document must be un-
derstood in a very wide sense: it relates not only to
the passport shown, but also to a driving licence,
an insurance document, a company pass or an
admission pass, and even a bank pass or an ex-
amination result document. The invention is in fact
applicable to any document which has been or has
yet to be provided with a photograph for purposes
of identification, and relates to printing a copy of
the photograph on the document. This provides the
possibility of comparing the photograph, which
could be replaced by people with fraudulent intent,
with the printed - and thus irreplaceable - copy of
this photograph, which makes replacement of the
photograph by another photograph pointless. The
identification document according to the invention
has therefore become considerably more fraud-
proof. Even so-called blank documents to which no
photograph has yet been affixed are more fraud-
proof, due to the fact that having to print the copy
on the identification document constitutes an addi-
tional obstacle.

The invention relates both to so-called blank
identification documents to which no photograph
has yet been affixed and on which no copy has yet
been printed, but which are designed for the affix-
ing of a photograph on one part and the printing of
the copy on another part (in other words, identifica-
tion documents which comprise a part designed for
affixing the photograph thereto and comprise an-
other part designed for printing the copy thereon),
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and to identification documents to which a photo-
graph has already been affixed and/or on which a
copy has already been printed. In one embodiment
a ftransparent plastic layer can be stuck over the
photograph and/or over the copy (so-called plastic-
coating). In other embodiments the photograph is
affixed by means of an adhesive, for example glue,
or by means of a metal object such as a staple.

The copy is printed by means of a laser print-
er, a photocopier, a copy printer, a video printer
etc. The term printing here must be understood in
a wide sense: not only can printing be by means of
ink or toner, but printing by means of laser beams
or by means of perforations and so-called thermal
printing are some of the possibilities. It is important
that the copy is printed on the document in such a
way that the copy cannot be replaced.

Claims

1. Identification document which is adapted for
the affixing of a photograph to a part of the
identification document, characterized in that
the identification document is adapted for the
printing of a copy of the photograph on an-
other part of the identification document.

2. Identification document according to Claim 1,
characterized in that the copy of the photo-
graph is printed on the other part of the iden-
tification document.

3. Identification document according to Claim 2,
characterized in that a transparent plastic layer
is provided on the copy of the photograph.

4. Identification document according to Claim 1, 2
or 3, characterized in that the photograph is
affixed to the part of the identification docu-
ment.

5. Identification document according to Claim 4,
characterized in that the photograph is situated
between the part of the identification document
and a transparent plastic layer.

6. Identification document according to Claim 4,
characterized in that the photograph is affixed
to the part of the identification document by
means of a metal object.

7. Identification document according to Claim 4,
characterized in that the photograph is affixed
to the part of the identification document by
means of an adhesive.



EP 0 601 640 A1

S

bah LIPS TILNURE T ¥ S M L \
. . , ‘ L]

Pu .
Qs 7, '-C\(f. . T on :ufcl\“~

Goaiawlen s s o
> L S

T T VR
Al

TR T Y v e e
I IR 2 WL

. ’

ﬁ..... TV D It A \.w..‘.
. .
PSR Bes T F{id e -

-

Fig. 1



)

EPO FORM 1503 03.82 (PO4CO1)

European Patent
Office

EUROPEAN SEARCH REPORT

DOCUMENTS CONSIDERED TO BE RELEVANT

Application Number

EP 93 20 3370

Category

Citation of document with indication, where appropriate,
of relevant passages

Relevant
to claim

CLASSIFICATION OF THE
APPLICATION (Int.CLS)

X
Y
X

P,X

US-A-2 395 804 (JOHN J. BAILEY)
* the whole document *

EP-A-0 113 228 (MCCORQUODALE)

* page 3, line 15 - page 4, line 35 *
* page 15, 1ine 9 - page 17, line 9;
figures 1-2B *

DE-A-29 40 891 (LIE, LOEK-KIT)
* page 4, line 2 - page 5, line 11; figure
1*

DE-A-27 55 563 (CLAUS KOENIG)

* page 7, line 25 - page 8, line 12;
figure 5 *

EP-A-0 523 304 (EPC TECHNOLOGY)

* the whole document *

The present search report has been drawn up for all claims

1,4,7
3,5
1,3-5

1,2

B42D15/10

TECHNICAL FIELDS
SEARCHED  (Int.CL5)

B42D

Place of search Date of completion of the search

THE HAGUE 21 March 1994

Examiner

Loncke, J

CATEGORY OF CITED DOCUMENTS

X : particularly relevant if taken alone

Y : particularly relevant if combined with another
document of the same category

A : technological background

O : non-written disclosure

P

S m|=

: theory or principle underlying the invention

: earlier patent document, but published on, or
after the filing date

: document cited in the application

: document cited for other reasons

: intermediate document document

: member of the same patent family, corresponding




	bibliography
	description
	claims
	drawings
	search report

