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The present invention relates to a combined
carton and holster for a toy gun.

In the past, toy guns have been marketed in
cartons, and holsters for such guns have also
been marketed as separate articles, and some-
times the guns and holsters have been sold to-
gether, but the holsters have been relatively ex-
pensive articles, and thus increased the cost of a
gun and holster so as to decrease the sale of guns.
Toy gun cartons, on the other hand, while rela-
tively cheap, have not in the past lent themselves
to use as holsters.

It is an object of the invention to provide a
combined packaging carton and holster for a toy
gun, such as a pistol or a so-called “automatic.”

Another object is the provision of a toy gun
carton which may readily be formed into a belt-
hung holster for the gun packaged therein.

A further object of the invention is the provi-
sion of a combined carton and holster for a toy
gun shaped to conform generally to the shape of
the gun, and having a portion therecf provided
to support the gun and yet prevent jamming of
the muzzle therein. .

It is also an object to provide a combine
carton and holster for a toy gun provided with
means for engagement by a garment belt or simi-
lar band for support of the holster.

It is a still further object of the invention to
provide a combined carton and holster for a toy
gun which permits furnishing a holster with each
toy gun purchased, without cost to the purchaser.

A feature of my invention is the provision of a

“sturdy, attractively printed carton for a toy pistol
" adapted for shipping, display, and theh the final

sale packaging of the toy, and yet of such con-
struction as to be quickly converted by a child
into g holster in which the toy pistol can be car-

ried on the belt in 5 conventional holster manner.

Another feature is the provision of a combina-
tion package carton and holster for a toy pistol
constructed from a paperboard hlank folded into
a glued and flap-connected and secured hox.

By the present invention, I provide a carton
for a toy gun which may readily be converted
into a serviceable holster. The increase in cost
of the present carton over that of conventional
cartons is so slight as to be hardly appreciakle,
and is altogether negligible in the cost of the
packaged gun. The combined gun and holster
of the present invention, therefore, provides a
means for supplying a holster with each gun sold,
without any increased cost to the purchaser, thus
facilitating sales of such toy guns.

In the disclosed embodiment of the invention,
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the combined carton and holster is formed as a
paperboard carton, and has the general shape of
a trapezoid, so that it will conform substantially
to the outline of a toy pistol or the like. One of
the main or side walls of the carton is provided
with lines of weakness, each defining a portion
which may be stripped or pushed out of the wall
to leave an aperture through which a belt or sim-
ilar suprorting band may be fitted to carry the
holster at a desired part of the body. Similar
aperture-forming portions are provided in a top
flap hinged on this side wall, which provide aper-
tures which will register with the apertures in
the side wall when the flap is folded into over-
iying relation with the side wall. This provides
a double thickness of material at the belt-receiv-
ing portion which constitutes the area of greatest
strain and wear, to thus increase the life of the
holster. The other main or side wall which would
be that one visible when hung from the belt is
provided with a tear line which extends at an

-angle from the top edge thereof to the lower end

of the shorter of its paralle] edges. Another tear
line is provided extending from the top edge of
this other side wall to the first tear line, substan-
tially parallel to the shorter edge, so that the
portion defined between the tear lines and the
top edge may be readily torn away to make the
butt of the toy gun carried in the holster free of
the holster and readily available for gripping.
It will be seen that the second tear line may be
disposed in the shorter end wall or in the other
side wall adjacent that end wall, if desired, so
that all or a portion of the shorter end wall may
be removed along with the upper portion of the
other side wall. Again, however, the upper por-
tion of the carton as it is described, may be torn
only along the second tear line between thée ‘end
wall and the second side wall, and the upper-por-
tiont of the side wall folded along the first: tear
line o lie against the side wall. Suitable means
such as a slit into which a part of the folded por-
tion is inserted may be used to hold the upper
portion in position. The end wall may be forn
off, a suitable tear line being provided, if desired,
or may bhe folded to lie between the first side wall
and the top flap. It will be seen that the upper
portion of the second side wall and the shorter
end wall may ke empleyed to give great strength
and rigidity to the carton when it is converted
into a holster, reinforcing the holster to:give it
greater life. The longer edges of -the side walls
are connected by an end wall longer than the
first one, and the remaining portions of the. side
wall edges are connected by suitable tuck flaps.
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Although the carton and holster has been de-
seribed as trapezoidal in shape, a bottom wall is
preferably provided between the longer end wail
and the angular portion extending from the lower
end of the shorter end wall, so as to provide a
support for the muzzle portion of the gun and
prevent the gun jamming in a sharp angle be-
tween the longer end wall and the angular por-
tion. This bettom wall is supplied by a tuck flap.

Although the carton and holster is disclosed
as preferably of the collapsible carton type,
formed of paperboard, it will readily be appreci-
ated that other materials than paperkoard may
be used, and that the carton may be in the form
of a set up box, if desired. The ccilapsible carton
construction, of course, has the usual advantages
of economy in space, time and expense in ship-
ping and storage, as well as lower cost than a
set up box.

For a fuller disclosure of the invention and
other objects, features and advantages thereof,
reference is had to the following deseription, to-
gether with the accompanying drawings, in
which:

Fig. 1 is a side elevational view of one embodi- - ¢

ment of the invention, as a carton, with a toy
gun therein;

Fig. 2 is a perspective view of the carton shown
in Fig 1, in open but uncoliapsed condition;

Fig. 3 is a plan of a blank from which the car-

ton of Figs. 1 and 2 may be formed;

Fig. 4 is a perspective view showing the com-
bined carton and holster employed as a holster
to carry a toy gun, and supported on the body of
a user;

Fig. 5 is a perspective view of the holster;

Tig. 6 is a plan view of the holster as shown in
Fig. 5; and

Tig. 7 is an end view of the holster taken from
the left in Fig. 5.

Referring particularly to Figs. 1 and 2, there
is shown a combined carton and holster {8 which
may be formed from the blank I shown in Fig. 3.
The carton comprises side walls 12 and {3 of
generally trapezoidal shape, having two substan-
tially parallel edges extending perpendicularly to
a top edge, one of these parallel edges extending
substantially the full length of the wall, and the
other being considerably shorter. The wall also
has a bottom edge substantially parallel to the

top edge extending inwardly from the longer 7

parallel edge, and an edge portion extending at
an angle from the lower end of the shorter paral-
lel edge to the inner end of the bottom edge.
End walls {4 and (5 connect the side walls {2

and I3 along their parallel edges, the end wall {4 ¢

extending along the longer parallel edges, and
the end wall 15 extending along the shortexr
parallel edges. On the top edge of the side wall
12 is hinged a top flap {6 having a tuck portion
{1, ang tabs 18 are hinged on the top edges of
the end walls 14 and I8.

On the angular edges of the side walls {2 and
{3 are hinged suitable flaps serving as a wall ele-
ment to close the space between the side walls
when the carton is set up. These flaps comprise
a locking flap 18 shown in this instance as con-
nected to the side wall £2, and having a slct 23
adjacent its hinge line. A tuck flap Z!{ having &

tuek portion 22 is hinged on the other side wall -

to overlap the flap 1§ in the erected condition of
‘the carton with the tuck portion 22 inserted
through the slot 28 to lock the flaps. On the
bottom -edge of the end wall 14 is hinged a tuck
flap 23 having a tuck portion 24, and on the bet-
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tom edges of the side walls are hinged tabs 28,
the tuck flap 23 closing the space between the end
wall 14 and the overlapping flaps (9 and 2{ when
the carton is set up, the tuck portion 24 extending
between the tabs 25 and the lower edges of ‘the
flaps 19 and 21, as well known in the art. The
tuck flap 23 serves as a bottom wall for the car-
ton. A glue flap 2§ is provided for securing one
of the end walls t0 a side wall, in the usual man-
ner of the art, the construction as shown in this
case having the shorter end wall 15 and glue flap
26 as terminal panels of the blank i{, as shown
in Fig. 3, and as also evident from Figs. 1 and 2.
Of course, the blank may readily be modified te
provide for securing the longer end wall {4 fo one
of the side walls, as will be clear to those skilled
in the carton art.

In the side wall {2, spaced a desired distance
helow the tep edge thereof, there are provided
aperture-forming portions 27, defined by lines of
weakness 28, such as perforated lines or suitable
score lines. The portions 27 extend longitudinally
of the side wall, and parallel to each other.
Similar porticns 27 are formed in the top closure
flap 16, and the porticns in the side wall and in
the top fap ara so related that they will come into
registration when the top flap {§ is folded about
its hinge linie and brought intc overlying rela-
tion with the side wall {2. The portions 27 may
ke stripped or punched cut of the side wall and
top fiap to provide apertures 2§ (Fig. 5). A pair
of portions 27 is shown in each of the top flaps and
side wall {2, but more may be provided, if desired.

In the side wall §38 is provided a line of weakness
36, such as a perforated line, which extends from
the lower end of the end wall 15 to the upper end
of the end wall 14, and another similar line of
weakness 31 is provided along the connection be-
tween the side wall 13 and end wall 15, extending
from the top edge of the carton to the bottom edge
of the end wall 15. If desired, the tear line 3i
may be provided in the end wall 1§, or in the glue
flap 26, or in the side wall 12 adjacent the end
wall {3, or a similar lin2 of weakness (not shown)
may ke so provided, in addition to the line 2{.

The various panels of the blank {{ correspond-
ing to the walls and flaps of the carton, and the
other parts or elements thereof, have been desig-
nated by the same reference numerals as the cor-
respending carton parts, and the relative posi-
tions cf the blank panels and the carton walls and
flaps are, of course, the same, allowance being
made for the difference hetween the set up and
blank form of the carton. To form the carton,
the blank is folded along the one or the other of
the edges of the end wall panel {4, and either the
end wall panel 18 or the glue flap panel 2§ is
folded along its hinge line to overlap the adjacent
part and glued. The ecarton is then in collapsed
conditicn and it may be so left until it is to he
used, when it may be sguared up in the usual man-
ner and the flaps- 19 and 21 folded and interlocked
as already described, and the flaps 25 then folded
and the flap 73 secured by means of the tuck
portion 24 as described. The gun may be in-
serted through the top of the carton, and the tabs
i3 then folded down and the tuck flap 1§ used to
close the carten by means of the tuck portion-i7.
The gun G is shown in the closed carton it in
Fig. 1, and it will be seen that the carton is of
a size and shape to enclose the gun without
jamming, and without permitting too great 2 play
thereof within the carton. It may also be pointed
out that the muzzle of the gun engages the bottom
wall 23, except as the tabs £§ may intervene, and
that the propertions are such that the muzzle of
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the gun cannot jam between the end wall 14
and the flaps on the angular edges ‘of the side

~walls.

In Figs. 4 to 7, the container is shown as a

" holster for the gun G.. The container is changed

from the carton form to the holster form by tear-
ing off the tabs {8, which may readily be done
along their hinge lines, and punching out the por-
tions 27 to provide the apertures 29, as previously
described. The upper or access portion of the
side wall {3 between the tear line 39 and the
top edge of the wall is removed by tearing along
the line 38 and again along the tear line 2,
leaving the end wall {5 hinged along one edge
to the side wall 12. This shorter end wall may be
swung against the side wall {2, as indicated in dot
and dash lines in Fig. 5, or may be torn off ad-
jacent the edge of the side wall i2 along a tear
line provided as already described, leaving the
holster substantially as shown in Figs. 6 and 7.
The top flap 16 is swung downwardly against the
outer base of the wall {2, as shown in Fig.7, where
an intermediate position of the flap 16 is shown
in dotted lines. This brings the apertures 29 of
the flap #6 and of the side wall 12 into substantial
registration, as will be clear from Figs. 5 and 7,
providing in effect a double thickness of material
with an aperture through both thicknesses. If
the end wall 13 has not been removed and is
positioned as indicated in Fig. 5, the top flap 1§
serves to hold it in its position overlying the side
wall {2,  Although the flap. 16 and end wall 15
are shown as overlying the outer face of the side
wall #2, it will be clear that they may instead be
swung to overlie the inner face of the wall, if
desired.

The holster may now be supported on the body
of the user, ordinarily at the hip, and as shown
in Fig. 4, is particularly adapted to be supported
by a trouser belt B or the like about the waist
of the boy or other user of the gun. The belt B
is threaded through one of the openings provided
by the apertures 29 to pass into the holster and
out. through the other opening provided by the
other registering apertures 29. Thus, the holster
of this invention does not require any special sup-
porting means or the purchase of additional
equipment to provide for its support. At the same

- time, if it be desired to carry the gun elsewhere

than at the hip, the holster readily lends itself
to support of the gun at some other part of the
body, as a shoulder holster, for example, by means
of a suitable strap or similar band appropriately
disposed on the body of the wearer.

It will be seen from the foregoing that the
upper or access portion of the side wall 13 may
be removed merely by tearing along the line 30,
and then swinging it along with the end wall 5
to a convenient position for tearing the end wall
i5 from the side wall 12, or for severing the end
wall 15 along a line of weakness provided in an
intermediate portion thereof. If the access por-
tion of the side wall 2 is severed from the end
wall 13, and the latter employed as shown in Fig.
5, greater strength and rigidity is imparted to the
holster at the rear portion thereof so as to in-
crease its wearing life. .

The access portion of the side wall {3 need not

- be entirely removed, but may be severed from the
" end wall i§ along the line 3{ and then folded

over the lower portion of the side wall 13 on the
line 8@, thus providing a double thickness along
the new and lowered top edge of the side wall and
providing a cuff of flap for strength and rigidity
in the side wall {3 to resist wear due to repeated

 drawing and replacing of the gun in the holster:
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The upper portion of the side wall 13 may be sec-
ured in overlying position on the lower portion

“thereof by any suitable means, as for example a

suitable slit (not shown) into which an edge por-
tion of the folded part of the side wall may be
inserted. Here again, the folded over portion
may lie either inside or outside of the wall 13, as
may be desired.

 It-will be apparent from Figs. 1, 4 and 5 that
the gun G is supported in the holster in a suffi-
ciently loose manner to permit easy withdrawal
and replacement thereof, yet securely enough to
prevent the gun falling cut of the holster unless
the holster be tilted to a position far from nor-
mal. The muzzle of the gun rests upon the bot-
tom wall and therefore cannot jam in the angle
between the flaps {9 and 21 and the end wall | 4,
and the butt of the gun is disposed above the top
edge cof the flaps so that it may readily be grasped
by the hand because of the removal of the upper
portion of the side wall 13.

The provision of the holster adds greatly to
the enjoyment of the gun, and as already pointed
out, adds nothing to the cost. PFurthermore, it
does not require any additional or separate pack~
aging operation or any sales effort, and in fact,
the need for the latter is decreased, as explained.
The holster is serviceable, and with due care will
last for a considerable period hecause of the re-
inforcement provided at the portions of greatest
wear or strain, particularly adjacent the apertures
29. In this commercial embodiment the con-
tainer comprising the combined carton and hol-
ster {§ is, of course, suitably imprinted so as to
increase its similarity to a real holster of leather
or the like, and thus increase the enjoyment obh-
tained therefrom.

It will ke apparent that the disclosed embodi-
ment of the invention may be varied and modi-

. fled in many ways without departing from the

purview of the invention. Some of the possible
variations and modifications have been suggested
in the above description, and others will readily
suggest themselves to those skilled in the art.
t is, therefore, not intended that the invention
be limited to the particular construction shown
and described.

I claim:

1. A combined carton and holster for a toy gun
comprising a pair of parallel side walls generally
conforming in shape to the outline of the gun,
wall elements connecting said side walls along
defining edges thereof including a top flap hin-
gedly connected to the top edge of one said side
walls, a plurality of apertures in said one wall, a
plurality of apertures in said top flap registrable
with said wall apertures upon swinging of said
top flap into overlying relation with said one
wall, and a removable portion in the other side.
wall defined at least partially by the top edge
thereof and a line of weakness in said other
wall,

2. A coliapsible combined carton and holster
for a toy gun, comprising as a carton a pair of
paralie] side walls of similar shape corresponding

- generally to the outline of said gun and. each

70

having only an upper portion of one longitu-
dinal edge paralle] to the other longitu-
dinal edge and the lower portion of said one
edge extending angularly between said upper por-
tion and sald other edge, end walls connecting
sald side walls along said upper portions and said

- other edges. flap means connecting said side

75

walls hetween the lower ends.of -said end walls,
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a top closure flap hinged on the top edge of
one of said side walls, & plurality of aperture-
forming portions in said top flap and in said cne
side wall with said apertures correspondingly lo-
cated relative to the hinge line of said top flap
and defined by lines of weakness, and a tear line
in the other side wall extending from the top
edge thereof to said lower end of said end wall
connecting said upper edge portions, said aper-
ture-forming portions being removable to pro-
vide apertures in said top flap and said one side
wall registering upon disposition of said top flap
overlying said cne side wall and said other side
wall having the portion thereof defined between
its top edge and sald tear lina removable, where-
by said carton may serve as a holster supported
by a band threaded through said apertures and
affording ready access to said gun therein.

" 3. A combined carton and holster for a toy
" gun, comprising a pair of paralle] side walls, wall
elements connecting said side walls along edge
portions thereof including a top flap hingedly
secured on the fop edge of cne of said walls,
a plurality cf aperture~forming portions in one
of said walls, a plurality of aperture-forming
portions in said tep flap, said portions being
defined by linss of weakness and disposed to have
the flap portions substantially register with the
wall portions upon disposition of said flap over-
lying said one wall, and an access portion in the
other of said walls defined at least partially by
the top edge thereocf and a line extending therein
below said top edge and adapted to be removed
from the plane of said cther wall to provide
ready access to a gun in said combined carton
and holster.

4. A collapsible combined carton and holster
for a toy gun, comprising a pair of similar side
walls of generaily trapezoidal shape each having
substantially parallel edge portions of differing
lengths and a top edge portion substantially per-
pendicular to said parallel edge portions, end
walls connecting said side walls along said paral-
lel edge portions, tuck flaps connecting said side
walls along other edge portions thereof including
a top flap hinged on said top edge portion of one
of said side walls, a plurality of apertures in said
one side wall, a plurality of apertures in said top
flap registrable with the side wall apertures upon

movement of said top flap into overlying relation

with said one side wall, a line in the other side
wall extending from a point adjacent the lower
end of the shorter end wall toward the top edge
portion of said other side wall, and a line in one
of said end walls extending from the said ad-
jacent point and across said shorter end wall
to define a remoyable portion of said other side
wall and said shorter end wall for removal from
said combined carton-and holster to make avail-
able thereat the handle of a toy gun when sup-
ported therein.

5. A combined carton and holster for a toy gun
comprising a pair of parallel side walls of gen-
erally trapezoidal shape having a top edge, end
edges of differing lengths extending from said

~ top edge in substantially perpendicular relation
thereto, a bottom edge extending from the bot-
tom end of the longer of said end edges, and an
angled edge extending from the bottom end of
. the shorter of said ‘end edges to said bottom
‘edge, end walls connecting the end edges of said
side walls, wall elements connecting the bottom
edges and angled edges of said side walls, a top
flap hinged on one of said side walls, a plurality
_of aperture-forming portions defined in said one
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side wall and a plurality of aperture-defining
portions in said top flap registrable with said side
wall portions upon disposition of said top flap
overlying said one side wall, an access portion
in the other side wall defined by the top edge
thereof and a line extending from said top
edge thereof to the hottorn end of the shorter
end wall, said access portion being removable
from the plane of said other side wall along said
line and said aperture-forming portions being
removable from said one side wall and top flap
to provide apertures therein.

6. A blank for a combined toy gun carton and
holster, comprising a sheet of paperboard or like
material cut and scored to define a pair of side
wall panels and a pair of end wall panels, said
panels being alternately arranged, said side wall
panels and one of said end wall panels being
of substantially equal length and the other end
wall panel being shorter, each of said side wall
panels having an edge portion thereof extending
from an end edge of said shorter panel at an
angle to a point in alignment with the corre-
sponding end edge of the longer end wall panel,
a plurality of closure flap panels hingedly con-
nected to at least one of said edge portions, a
top closure flap panel hinged on another edge
portion of one of said side wall panels, a plurality
of aperture~-forming portions in each of said one
side wall panel and said top flap panel defined by
lines of weakness correspondingly located rela-
tive to the hinge line of said top flap panel, and
a tear-away portion in the other side wall panel
partially defined by & line of weakness extending
to said end edge of said shorter end wall panel.

7. A combined carton and holster device for a
toy pistol type gun including & pair. of parallel
generally trapezoidal side walls, wall elements
connecting said side walls along the edges there-

of including a flap hinged on the top edse of one

of said side walls, removable aperture-forming
portions in said one side wall and said hinged
flap adapted to be removed and the flap moved
to bring the apertures therein into registry, and
an access portion in the other of said side walls
and in a connected wall element, said access
portion being initially indicated in the body
thereof by a line in said other side wall and said
wall element and removable therealong to pro-
vide an opening in said device adjacent the posi-
tion for a handle of a toy gun packaged therein,
and said device being adapted for mounting as a
holster upon threading a belt through said ap-
ertures in registry.

8. A device serving as a combined sales carton
and holster for a toy pistol type gun with a bar-
rel and a handle, comprising a pair of parallel
side walls generally conforming in shape to the
outline of such a toy gun, wall elements con-
necting said side walls, a top flap hingedly con-
nected to the top edge of one of said side walls
having apertures therein registrable with cor-
responding apertures in said one side wall to
provide apertures in registry for receiving a belt
threaded therein when the device is serving as a
holster, and a removable portion in the other
of said parallel side walls defined at least par-
tially by the top edge thereof and a line in said
other side wall, said portion heing removable
from said device and adapted to make available
at a resulting opening in the holster the handle
of a toy pistol when carried therein.

9. A carton serving to initially package a toy
pistol type gun and thereafter serve as a holster
therefor, comprising a pair of parallel side walls
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generally conforming in shape to the outline of
such a toy gun, wall elements connecting said
side walls, apertured means including one of said
side walls adapted to have apertures in registry
therewith and provide the same at the top part
of the carton to receive a belt for supporting
said carton as a holster, and a corresponding re~
movable portion in at'least one wall element and
in said other side wall connected with such wall

element, at the top part of each and at the top ;i

part of said carton, said portion being removable

to provide an opening for access to the handle of

a toy pistol when. carried therein as in a holster.
ALFRED F. LANGOS,
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