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This invention relates to a .closure for cases and to
a method of mounting the elements of the closure with-
in the cases. Cages within the purview of the present
invention are intended to include bilifolds, coin purses,
letter cases, pocket secretaries, and similar articles of
the nature ordinarily made to be carried in the pocket
or purse.

This invention is particularly concerned with a closure
arrangement of a case of the general nature referred to
employing magnetic elements. In connection with :bill-
folds, coin purses, and the like it is customary for the
portions thereof having closures to include snaps .or
the like to retain the closure in its closing position.
Snaps of this nature are ordinarily quite adequate for
retaining the compartment closed, but are usually
thicker than the entire thickness of the case of which
they form a part, and thus create a bump or bulge,
usually on both sides of the article to which they are
attached.

In connection with billfolds, particularly the type
carried in the hip pocket, this type of closure will some-
times produce such a pronounced bulge or bump on the
billfold as acfually to cause wear of the pocket in which
the billfold is carried. This bump or. bulge can also
be quite uncomfortable and, in many cases, will produce
a bump on the case which w111 tend to wear through and
become unsightly.:

Having the foregoing in mind, it is a primary object
of - the- present  invention to provide a closure which
eliminates the. difficulties referred to above.

Another object of the present invention is to provide
a closure for billfolds, coin purses, and like cases which
is extremely : thin, thus avoiding unsightly bulges dnd
undesirable thrckness of the case, of which ‘the closure:
forms a part.

Still another -object of the present invention is the
provision of a closure for cases and the like which . is
somewhat flexible in that-the coopérating elements of the
closure need not be brought into any precise: position of

registration to .effect  the closing desired.

A further ‘object of ‘the present invention is the pro-
vision of a closure for cases and the like which eliminates
snaps, hooks and the like, and which can be completely
concealed ‘within the mater1a1 of the article.-

A paxtlc.ﬂar object of the present invention- is the
provision ‘of a snapless-type closure for cases of the
general nature referred to in which -extremely - thin flat
closuie elements can be emiployed.

In general, the objectives referred té above, as” well
as” still other objectives' of the presént invention, “are
attaied - by ‘mounting cooperating - magnetic. elements;
at least one of which is magnetized, in the adjacent por-
tions of an article that form the closure therefor. * For
example, a thin strip of magnetic material in one of the
portions -¢an. cooperate with "a-magnet mounted in' the
dther portion, which magnet is an extremely high strength
magnet such-as Alnico, or both of the ‘magnetic mem-
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bers which consist of Alnico or similatly strong mag-
netic material,

According to one modification of the present inven-
tion the magnetic elements are contained within the ma-
terial of the case, which material may be thin plastic,
or, preferably, high grade leather.

According to another modification of -the present in-
vention one or both of the magnetic elements are ex-
posed so that they can: come into direct face to face
contact, thereby greatly increasing the strength by which
the parts of the closure are retained-in their closed posi:
tion.

This invention also: contemplates utilizing -at least
one of the magnetic elements as a stiffener for a long
thin member such as a-wall of a letter-case or ‘pocket
secretary. It is also conceived that, whereas-for a fairly
short closure flap; a single magnet will ‘suffice, "and that
for.an elongated member, such as in the case of a letter
case--or - pocket . secretary, -a - plurality -of magnets may
be: required to effect -a sufficiently strong. ¢losure’ along
the entire length of the closure flap.

The several objectives and advantages of this inven-
tion referred to above will become more apparent upon
reference to the following specification; taken in connec-
tion -with-the accompanying drawmas, in which:

Figure 1-is a perspective -view ‘of a bilifold havingia
closure -arrangement -aceording -to the ‘present -invention
on the card case section- thereof; :

Figure 2 is a’sectional-view indicated by line 2—-"
on Figure 1 showing one of the magnetic members of
the -closure arrangement and -the manner -inwhich it is
mounted on-the material of the ¢ard -case;

Figuare 31s a cross sectional view-indicated by line 3-~3
on Figure, 1 showing a second element-of the magretic
closure and the manner in which'it 1s mounted 1 in another
portion: of the-card case

- Figure 4 s a perspective view showmg merely -the
card case ‘portion of- the billfold with a double magretic:
closure thereon -and with the ‘magnetic glements of the
closure exposed so that they come -inta ditect face to
face contact;

Figure:'5. is-a-view -of a pocket secretary or letter-case
in ‘which at least one-of the magnetic elements- is -elon-
gated to form the stiffening member in ‘one edge of the
case;

Figure 6:is-a-cross-sectional view through the case of
Figure 5 in-its closed -position; indicated: by line 6-=6,
showing the -manner-in which one edge of the case folds
about the other edge in making the closure; :

Figure 7 is a perspéctive view showihg how a magnetic
closure according to the present invention can be adapted
toa coin purse of a' naturé that might be mcluded i the
billfold structure’ of “Figure 1 :

Figure 87is & perspectlve view showing thé manner
in- which a magnetic closure’ could adv‘lntageously bt,
adapted to'a key case;

Figure 9 isa perspectlve view showing a case’ of the
type, that opens up flat, such as a manicire Kit, and the'
manner in which a closure according 1o ‘the present‘
invention is adapted thereto,

Flfrure 10 is a perspective view. showmg a c1garett°
case havmg a ﬁap adapted for being ¢losed by an arrange-
ment accordmg to this invention; .

Figure 11 is a perspectlve view showing another type

“of a cigargtte case in which the cap portion is metal and

the case,is opened by a hmged lid, which Tid has'a mag-‘
netic. closure, and :

Figure 12 is a fragmentary perSpectwe view shOng
the ‘manner in which. one -of ‘the elements of the “mag-
netic clostte could ‘be ‘mountéd “externaily” of the ‘mas
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terial of the case, thereby to serve as a trim strip as well
as a closure element. S

Referring to the drawings somewhat more in detail,
Figure 1 shows a billfold of a substantially conventional
type adapted for being carried in the hip pocket or in a
purse. ‘This billfold, as is the case with most billfolds,
includes a card case section 10 which has a first side
wall 12 extending through a sleeve portion 14 of the
billfold and terminating in a short hinged flap element 16.

The card case also includes a second side wall 18 that
extends downwardly over the face of sleeve portion 14
so-as to overlap, or be overlapped by, flap portion 16.
In the hinge of the card case there may be provided a
metallic clip 20 which is arranged for supporting trans-
parent pockets or the like 22, of a more or less conven-
tional nature, within the card case for retaining identifi-
cation cards, driver’s licenses, etc.

The conventional card case arrangement has a snap-
type closure according to the present invention. This
type closure is eliminated and replaced by a magnetic
closure device that eliminates snaps and other devices
that tend to wear out and be difficult to operate, and
which are bulky and expensive, but, instead, employs a
pair of thin flat magnetic elements, at least one of which
is magnetized; and which are retained, one within the
flap portion 16 and the other within the outer end of
wall 18 of the card case.

As will be seen in the drawings, the flap portion 16
has therein the -magnet 24 which, as will be seen in
Figure 2, is retained between two thicknesses of the
material making up the card case as by folding the end
of the material back and cementing the two overlying
portions of the material together with the magnet there-
between.

In a similar manner the front wall 18 has mounted

therein an elongated thin strip 26 of magnetic material
which may, or may not, be magnetized and which is also
retained between two thicknesses of material of the
card case, as indicated in Figure 3.
- It will also be seen in Figure 3 that the material in the
region of the end portion of the front wall 18, and also
of the flap portion 16 of the back wall, may be skived
so that the card case is thinner in that region than else-
where, and is thus somewhat more flexible thereby per-
mitting the two portions of the case containing the inter-
engageable magnetic elements of the closure and the flap
to conform to each other whereby the two closure ele-
ments will readily engage and remain engaged even
though the case is twisted or subjected to abuse.

It will also be noted that the closure elements are so
arranged as to engage one another slidably, whereby
there is no precise fixed registration necessary between
the two elements in order to effect a closure of the case.
This permits considerable latitude with regard to amount
of material placed within the case and also makes for
easier opening and closing of the case and prevents the

development of unduly high stresses in the region of

the closure elements as would obtain in the case of a
snap closure or the like.

The desirable flexibility of the portions of the case
containing the closure elements relative to each other
may also be obtained by forming the case of a flexible
material which is stiffened intermediate the end portions
by a stiffener element cemented thereto.

In the modification of Figure 1 it will be apparent

that the card case could readily be disassembled from the
billfold and could be carried or utilized as a separate case

if desired.

The arrangement of Figure 4 is quite similar to that
of Figure 1, except that in Figure 4 the magnetic closure
device comprises a pair of magnets 28 and 30 which pro-
ject outwardly through the material of the case and are
carried by the case, either by being cemented thereto
or by being attached to the material of the case as by
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the wing portions 32 cemented between the plies of
“the material of the case. ‘

The magnetic elements 28 and 30 are adapted for
cooperation with the magnetic strip 34 in the other
portion of the case, which strip is arranged so that the
portions thereof that normally are engaged by the mag-
nets are projecting through the material of the case,
whereby the elements of the magnetic closure will come
into direct face to face engagement when the case is
closed thereby providing for an extremely strong closure.

In Figures 5 and 6 there is shown a pocket secretary or
letter case which is in the form of a relatively elongated
‘case, about twice as long or a little longer than the
modification previously referred to, and in this instance
the magnetic closure is similar to what has been described
cxcept that the advantage is taken of the magnetic closure
to form a stiffening element for one edge of the case.

In Figure 5 magnets 36 and 38 are mounted in one side
of the case, and in the other side of the case is an elon-
gated magnetic element 40 which not only stiffens the edge
of the case but also cooperates with magnets 36 and 38
to form a closure.

Figures 5 and 6 also show a modified arrangement
wherein the edge of the case containing magnetic element
40 is extended outwardly to form a flap portion 42 con-
taining a second magnetic element 44 so that when the
case is closed flap portion 42 is bent over, as indicated
in Figure 6, whereby magnets 36 and 38 are retained be-
tween the magnetic elements 40 and 44, thereby provid-
ing an extremely strong closure and one in which there
are no projecting edges that might tend to pull the case
open.

Figure 7 shows a coin purse arrangement wherein a
coin purse 46 may be mounted inside a billfold 48 or
the like, and which coin purse includes a closure flap
50 and which closure flap is adapted for being retained
in closed position against the front of the coin purse by
a magnetic closure means 52 constructed according to
the present invention.

Figure 8 shows how a magnetic closure of the present
invention can be adapted to a key case, wherein the key
case comprises a front wall 54 and magnet means 56
carriéd thereby, which magnet means are adapted for
cooperation ‘with a magnetic strip 58 carried in the back
wall 60 of the case. According to this invention mag-
netic strip 58 may comprise an extension attached to, or in-
tegral with, the metallic frame 62 which carries the
key hooks 64. This arrangement simplifies the construc-
tion by eliminating the magnetic strip separate from the
frame 62.

Figure 9 shows a manicure kit or the like having a
magnetic closure according to the present invention.
This modification is characterized in that the case com-
prises a back wall 64 with a plurality of wall portions
66, 68, 70 and 72 hinged thereto so that the case will
open up flat. According to the present invention the
wall portions that are hinged to the back wall 64 carry
magnetic strips 71 or magnets 74, or both, so that when -
the flaps are closed the metallic elements come into
register with each-other and retain the case in its closed
position.

Figure 10 shows a cigarette case in which cover 76 has
a flap 78 that carries a magnetic flap 80 for coopera-
tion with the magnet means 82 carried in the adjacent
wall of the cigarette case.

Figure 11 is a similar cigarette case, except that the
upper end of the case 84 has a metallic cover 86, the
metal of the cover preferably being non-magnetic such
as brass; the cover portion 86 has a lid 88 hinged thereto
and in the edge of the 1id is arranged a magnetic element
90 arranged in opposition to a second magnetic element
92 and the stationary portion of cover 86.

One of the elements 90, 92 is magnetized and a mag-

" netic closure arrangement according to the present in-
vention is thus provided.
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In Figure 4 .it was indicated how one, or both, of
the elements of the magnetic closure could be exposed
to provide for a strong atiraction between the elements
of the closure arrangement, and Figure 12 indicates
how this idea can be carried still further by utilizing as
at 94 an exposed strip of magnetic material which. is
crimped about the edge of wall 96 of the case to provide
not only a decorative edge-thereof, but also stiffening
means and a closure element as well. Strip 94 could be
plated or polished or otherwise made decorative and,
in addition, serve as a closure element and also enhance
the appearance of the case.

Many of the cases referred to-above could be made
of any suvitable or flexible or semi-stiff material; a.good
grade of leather being preferred, but plastic materials
or the like being adaptable as well.

The closure device of the present invention has been
illustrated in connection with said cases, such as billfolds,
letter cases, and the like, but it will bé understood. that
we intend generally to-adapt the closure of this invention
to substantially any type of case, particularly cases of
fairly small sizes.

It will further be understood that one of the features
of this invention which we wish to stress is the extreme
thinness of the closure arrangement, and that in all cases
both the magnet and the magnetic strip cooperating there-
with are made as thin as possible, while still providing for
the desired degree of attraction between the elements to
effect the closure desired.

It will be understood that this invention is susceptible to
modification in order to adapt it to different usages and
conditions, -and accordingly it is desired to comprehend
such modifications within this invention as may fall with-
in-the scope of the appended claims.

We claim:

1. As an article of manufacture, a billfold comprising
overlying flexible sheet material secured together and
providing an elongated pocket for storing paper money,
a sleeve portion arranged ‘thereon, a card case section
having ‘a first side Wwall extending through said sleeve
portion and terminating in a short hinged flap. portion, a
second side wall on said card case section which extends
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over the face of said slesve portion, said second side ‘wall
having an end portion adapted to engage the flap portion
of said first side wall, a magnet secured to said flap portion
of the first wall, and said second wall having a thin piece
of magnetic material attached thereto and arranged ad-
jacent the end thercof and engageable with said magnet
of the first wall when the card case section is ciosed
whereby said case section is retained clesed by the mag-
netic force exerted by the magnet on the magnetic mate-
rial.

2.-As an article of manufacture, a-billfold comprising
overlying flexible ‘sheet material secured together and
providing an elongated pocket for storing paper money,
said flexible sheet being adapted. to be folded at its mid-
section, a sleeve portion arranged on one side of said mid-
section, a card case section removably - attached to said
sleeve portion, said case section having a first side wall ex-
tending: through said sleeve portion and ferminating in a
hinged flap portion, a second side wall on said card case
section which is adapted to overlie said sleeve portion and
provide a hinged cover wall for said card case, said second
side wall having an end portion engageable with the flap
portion of said first side wall, a magnet sécured to said
flap portion of the first side wall, and said second wall
having magnetic material secured thereto and arranged to
register with said magnet of the flap portion when the
card case section is closed whereby said case section is
retained closed by the magnetic force exerted by the mag-
net on the magnetic material.
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