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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE 
2,649,004 

BAR. TYPE BOTTLE OPENER WITH 
CLOSURE RECEPTACLE 

Howard B. Trimble, Sr. and Coburn D. Berry, 
Nashville, Tenn. 

Application October 7, 1949, serial No. 120,186 
(C. 81-3.) 1 Claim. 

This invention relates to the serving or dis 
pensing of beverages or the like and more par 
ticularly to the removal of crimped caps froin 
beverage or other bottles. 

Considerable difficulty has been experienced in 
the opening of bottled beverages Suficient to 
quickly supply the demand when crowds are 
gathered, and, accordingly, tern perS have been 
displayed and pleasant occasions have been 
marred when the occasion could have been more 
enjoyable. 
At numerous public events where bottled bev 

erages are dispensed it has been custoraary to 
remove the crimped caps from bottles of bever 
age by a bottle opener manually Wielded or Se 
cured to a support. In either case it is neces 
Sary to have a Substantial number of the bottle 
openers and to have then conveniently available. 
To do so has been a problem, particularly where 
the equipment Was installed for temporary use 
and Subject to occasional or frequent moving. 

In addition to the above deficiencies bottle 
OpenerS of the conventional type have also failed 
to Satisfactorily meet the increasing public de 
nand for improved conditions of Sanitation in 
regard to eating or drinking establishments, 
Whether they be permanent or merely temporary 
in nature. It has long been common scientific 
knowledge that disease and SickneSS are closely 
associated With filth and insects and that ex 
treme care must be taken to prevent such con 
ditions. Heretofore, with the conventional bottle 
caps, the motion necessary to pry the crimped 
caps from the bottles has oftentimes resulted in 
the Splashing of the beverage onto the floor, bar, 
and Surrounding areas, Which acted as a power 
ful magnet to draw insects of all descriptions to 
them. 
Wholly aside from the aspects of public health, 

the appearance presented by large SWarns of 
insects hovering Over counters and foors covered 
with spilled beverages and discarded bottle caps 
has often been Sufficient to cause in any patrons 
to leave Such bars or counters with a feeling of 
repulsion and their thirstS and appetites still 
unsatiated. 
An object of the invention is to overcome the 

difficulties mentioned and to provide a mechanism 
by which the crimped caps can be simply and 
quickly removed from bottles as rapidly as re 
quired and at the same time the caps be caught 
in a nanner to be readily collected and removed. 
Another object of the invention is to provide 

an elongated bottle cap remover which will serve 
to catch moisture or liquid and also serve as a 

5 

0. 

20 

35 

40 

45 

50 

55 

2 
drainage channel or trough for directing liquid 
to a Suitable discharge location from an appro 
priate support such as a soda fountain, dispensing 
bar or the like upon which it is adapted to be 
mounted or Secured and which will extend the 
length thereof. 
A further object of the invention is to provide 

a bottle opener of any desired length by means 
of which any number of bottle caps may be re 
moved Simultaneously by various attendants and 
With a receptacle below and along the entire 
length of the same for receiving the caps and 
other debris, with such receptacle or channel hav 
ing a Spring actuated end closure through which 
the contents of the receptacle may be discharged 
Or removed. 

Further objects and advantages of the present 
invention will become apparent from the follow 
ing Specification taken in conjunction with the 
accompanying drawing, wherein: 

Fig. 1 is a fragmentary perspective illustrating 
the invention as applied to a dispensing bar; 

Fig. 2, a transverse Section on the line 2-2 of 
Fig. 1; 

Fig. 3, an enlarged fragmentary perspective of 
the discharge end of the device; and 

Fig. 4, a section on the line 4-4 of Fig. 3. 
With continued reference to the drawing, a 

dispensing bar 9 with a counter is shown in 
Fig. 1 having a dispensing unit with three Spigots 
2, a perforated drain 3 On the counter top and 

a drain tray. A Secured to the back of the Counter. 
Drain 3 and drain tray 4 may communicate 
with a suitable drain pipe (not shown) within 
the dispensing bar 0. 
The lower portion of the dispensing bar 

which is adapted to hold and cool bottled drinks 
is provided with a plurality of covers 5 for pro 
Viding access to the bottles. 
Attached to the back of the counter on 

either side of the dispensing unit are a pair of 
Similar bottle opening devices 6 and 6' con 
Structed in accordance With the present inven 
tion. 
As shown more clearly in Figs. 2 and 3, the 

bottle opening devices are preferably formed of 
two pieces of sheet metal and 8 suitably spot 
Welded or otherwise secured at 9. The two pieces 
7 and 8 may, of course, be integrally formed of 
One sheet of metal bent over at the top, but the 
two piece Welded construction is simpler to nanu 
facture. 

Piece 7 has a vertical wall portion 20 which 
is Secured to the back of the counter by a screw 
threaded fastener or the like 2, a horizontal 
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bottom portion 22 extending outwardly from the 
bottom of the vertical portion 20 and a vertical 
side portion 23 extending upwardly from the Outer 
edge of the horizontal portion 22. An end Wali 
24 may be integrally formed and bent upwardly 
at One end of the horizontal portion 22, or may 
be a Separate piece suitably secured thereto. 
At the end of horizontal portion 22 opposite 

end Wall 24 is mounted an end wall 25 which 
may be integrally formed or pivotally mounted 
On the horizontal portion 22 to complete the 
receptacle 26 for bottie caps. In the preferred 
form, shown in Figs. 3 and 4, the end Wall 25 
is pivotally connected to horizontal portion 22 
by hinges 2 and is maintained normally in an 
upright position preferably by resilient means 
Such as Spring 28, or a Suitable catch (not 
shown) may be provided to hold end wall 25 
in a closed position. 

Piece f8 has a vertical portion 29 and a por 
tion 30 which is bent outwardly and upwardly 
from the bottom of vertical portion 29 to form 
an elongated trough 3 whose function will be 
described Subsequently. 
Along the outer edge of portion 3 is formed 

a Substantially U-shaped bottle cap engaging 
hook 32 which extends downwardly and in 
wardly. 

Piece or member 8 may be extended beyond 
One end of piece as shown in phanton at 3 
one end of piece 8 in Fig. 1. So as to project 
over the drain tray 4 for a purpose to be de 
Scribed. 

In the operation of the device a, bottle 33 
is removed from the dispensing bar by Opening 
the proper cover 5 and the cap Si inserted in 
the hook 32 as shown in Fig. 2 at any convenient 
point along the counter. It is obvious that a 
large number of dispensers may Work behind 
the counterS opening and Serving custoiael's 
without interfering with each other. 
The receptacle 25 formed by piece it and end 

walls 24 and 25 will hold the bottle caps renoved 
over a long period of time and will obviate the 
necessity of cleaning out the usual number of 
Small containers during a rush period. When 
the receptacle 28 is filed, or when it is con 
venient to clean it out, the bottle caps are 
pushed from One end adjacent fixed end Wall 
24 toward the pivoted end wall 25 which will be 
forced outwardly and depressed to the dotted 
line position shown in Fig. 3. The bottle caps 
can be caught in any convenient container and 
thrown a Way. 
The trough 3 extends along Substantially the 

entire length of counter if except for the portion 
occupied by the dispensing unit. Earticularly 
during rush periods a large amount of liquid 
is spilled on the counter top and drains into 
trough 3 or drain tray f4. If the piece 3 is 
extended to project over the drain tray it all 
of the liquid will be carried off into the drain 
ipe (not shown) within the dispenser bar 3. 
The bottle opening device 6' may be made 

similar to the device S but With the fixed end 
Wall 24' at the opposite end adjacent drain tray 
4, the pivoted end wall (not shown) at the 

other end, and the trough projecting over the 
drain tray 4. 
While the invention is illustrated as applied 

to a counter, it is of course intended for use in 
connection with a cabinet of any desired con 
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struction employed in the refrigeration and dis 
pensing of bottled drinks. Further, the bottle 
opener may be employed without the receptacle 
for the caps, as such will serve as a drainage 
channel or trough as well as a reinforcing and 
Supporting element for the article in which it 
is mounted. 

It Will be obvious to those skilled in the art 
that various changes may be made in the in 
vention without departing from the Spirit and 
Scope thereof and therefore this invention is not 
limited by that which is shown in the drawing 
or disclosed in the specification but only as in 
dicated in the appended claim. 
What is claimed is: 
In a bottled drink dispensing bar provided 

With a drain, the improvement which Comprises 
a combined bottle opener and bottle cap receiver 
including a longitudinally extending and elon 
gated rigid member formed from sheet material 
and including a vertically disposed rear portion 
adapted to be secured to the bar and having 
integral intermediate and front portions, said 
intermediate portion extending angularly out 
Wardly and upwardly from said rear portion and 
providing therewith a horizontally disposed 
trough, said front portion extending angularly 
rearwardly and downwardly and having a free 
iongitudinal edge spaced forwardly of the plane 
of Said rear portion, and a bottle cap receptacle 
depending from Said vertically disposed rear 
portion, Said receptacle including substantially 
vertically disposed front and rear was and bot 
tion and end wall structure, at least one of said 
‘end Wails being hingedly secured to said botton 
Wall for ready removal of bottle caps from said 
receptacle, the vertically disposed reas waii of 
the receptacle being of substantially greater 
eight than the remaining walls and having the 
upper extremity thereof fixediy mounted upon 
the elongated rigid member and depending 
therebeneath, the distance between the front, 
face of Said vertically disposed rear Wall and 
the free longitudinally disposed edge of said rigid 
in eiiaber being Sufficient to receive the top of a 
bottle therebetween to permit the ready removal 
of the bottie cap and gravitation thereof into 
Said receptacle, Said elongated rigid member 
being Secured to said bar in slightly downwardly 
inclined angular relationship so that an ex 
tremity of the horizontally disposed trough pro 
vided between the rear and intermediate portions 
of Said elongated member discharges into the 
drain of Said bar, preventing the dripping of any 
liquid from the bar into the receptacle. 

HOWARD B. TRIMBLE, SR. 
COBURN D. BERRY. 
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