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To all whom it may concern.:

Be it known that I, Jane W. Herus, a
citizen of the United States, residing at
South IHaven, in the county of Van Buren
and State of Michigan, have invented cer-
tain new and useful Improvements in Cover-
Fasteners, of which the following is a speci-
fication.

This invention relates to fastening means
for container covers and the primary object
of the invention is to provide a means for
fastening a cover for a jar, bottle or any
cther similar container which is provided
with a cover.

Ag a further object of -the invention the
device contemplates the provision of a
spring pressed collapsible fastening means
which may be employed on any cover that
is to be fastened to a container having a
flange formed at its rim.

A further object of this invention is the
provision of a container cover which con-
sists of comparatively few parts and is sim-
ple in construction, but durable and well
adapted to withstand the rough usage to
which devices of this character are ordina-
rily subjected.

For a full description of the invention
and the advantages and merits thereof, ref-
erence is to be had to the following descrip-
tion and theaccompanying drawings, where-
in is illustrated the preferred form of my
invention, in which—

Figure 1 is.a side elevation of a container
showing the fastening device attached there-
to. Iig. 2 is a top plan. Iig. 8 is an en-
larged section of the upper portion of a
container showing the fastening means ap-
plied thereto.

The container 1 has its upper edge pro-
vided with a flange or rim 2 and the cover
3 of the container is also provided with a
flange 4 which engages the flange 2 of the
container 1 as is clearly indicated by Fig.
3 of the drawing.

An arcuate arm 5 formed of any suitable
material is provided at one end with an in-
turned flange 6 while the opposite end of
the bar 5 is provided with the knuckle 7
through which the hinge pin or pintle 8
is extended. Pivotally mounted on the pin-
tle 8 is a swinging latch arm 9 the free end
of which is provided with a flange 10 similar
to the flange 6.

Mounted on the top of the cover 3 is a coil
expansion spring 11 the upper end of which
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engages the end side of the arm 5 thereby
pressing the arm 5 upwardly and pressing
the cover downwardly, thus causing the
flanges 6 and 10 to tightly contact with the
flanges 2 of the container while the spring
11 causes the flange 4 of the cover to tightly
contact with the top of the flange 2 of the
container. An extension of the knuckle
which forms the hinged portion of the mem-
ber 9 is provided which serves as a finger
latch 12. By pressing on the arm 5 imme-
diately over the center of the spring 11 with
the thumb, and with the forefinger moving
the latch 12 to the position shown in dotted
lines in Fig. 8, the latch 9 will be moved
out of engagement with the flange of the
container and the cover thereof may be
easily removed from the top of the con-
tainer.

From the foregoing it will be observed
that a very simple and durable cover fas-
tener has been provided, the details of
which embody the preferred form. I desire
it to be understood however, that slight
changes or modifications in the minor de-
tails of construction may be made without
departing from the spirit of the invention
or the scope of the claims hereunto ap-
pended.

I claim:

1. In combination with a container hav-
ing a lateral securing flange at its rim and a
cover for the container, an arcuate arm hav-
ing one end bent inwardly for engaging the
rim of the container and its opposite end
terminating at one side of the center line
of the container, a latch arm pivotally car-
ried by the end of said arcuate arm, the
free end of the latch arm being bent in-
wardly to engage the lip of the container,
the sald arcuate arm and the said latch arm
having their engaging ends connected to
provide swinging movement of the latch
arm, and a coil expansion spring disposed
between the top of the container and the un-
der side of said arcuate arm.

2. In combination with a container hav-
ing a lateral flange at its rim and a cover
for the container, of a fastening member
adapted to extend in an arc across the top
of said container, each end of the fastening
member being provided with inwardly bent
flanges for engaging the said rim of the con-
tainer, the said fastening member including
an arcuate arm having one end bent to pro-
vide a hinge element, and a latch arm
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hingedly connected to the end of the arcuate

arm, the end portion of the latch arm being
prov1ded with an extension bent to form a
latch finger, and an expansion coil spring
interposed between said arcuate arm and the
top of the said cover.

3. In combination with a container hav-
ing a lateral securing flange at its rim and
a cover for the container, an arcuate arm
provided with a flange at one end thereof
for .engaging the rim of said container, a
latch hingedly mounted on the opposite end
of said rim and provided with a flange for
engaging the rim of said container, and re-
sihent means interposed between the cover
of said container and the under side of said
arcuate arm.

4. In combination with a container hav-
ing a lateral securing flange at its rim and a
cover for the container, of an arcuate arm
engaging with the flange of said container,
resilient means interposed between the top
of said cover and the under side of said ar-
cuate arm, and means for releasing said arm
from engagement with the rim of said con-
tainer when said resilient means is com-
pressed.

5. In combination with a container hav-
ing a lateral securing flange at its rim and a
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cover for the container, of a fastening de-
vice comprising an arcuate arm having a
flange at one end thereof, a latch hingedly
mounted at the opposite end of said arm
and provided with a {lange for engaging the
rim of said container, and finger operated
means for releasing said latch from engage-
ment with said rim.

6. In combination with a container hav-
ing a lateral securing flange at its rim and
a cover for the container, of a fastening de-
vice comprising an arcuate arm having a
hinge at one- end thereof, a latch hingedly
mounted on the hinge at the end of said arm,
the end of said latch being extended to pro-
vide a finger latch, a coll expansion spring
1nterposed between the top of said cover
and the under side of said arcuate arm, and
means carried by the end of said arm and
the end of said latch for engaging the flange
of said container. .

In testimony whereof I affix my signa-
ture in presence of two witnesses.

JANE W. HELMS.
‘Witnesses:
Susie FFosTER,
JosEPHINE ENICHEN.

Copies of this patent may be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the “Commissioner of Patents,

Washington, D
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