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7o all whom it may concern :

Be it known that I, Epear S. Curuiss, a
citizen of the United States, and a resident
of Cincinnati, in the county of Hamilton
and State of Ohio, have invented certain
new ‘and useful Improvements in Portable
Lavatories, of which the following is a
specification. '

My invention relates to improvements in
portable lavatories and it is more partic-
ularly adapted and intended for use upon
automobile running boards.

The object of my invention is to provide
a neat, efficient and convenient portable lav-
atory for ready use, especially in emergen-
cies when lavatory facilities are not other-
wise available. :

My invention consists in the lavatory in
its entirety as an article of manufacture
and in the parts and combination and ar-
rangement of parts as herein set forth and
claimed.

In the drawing:

Figure 1 is a perspective view of the lav-
atory in closed position; .

Fig. 2 is a fragmentary perspective view
showing the bottom and fastening bar, and
showing the lavatory in partially open po-
sition; and

Fig. 8 is a perspective view of the lava-

“tory 1n open position ready for use.

The water receptacle. 4 is preferably
formed of rectangular shape and is provided

* at its top with an inlet adapted to be opened
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and closed by a screw cap 5. The bottom
6 is placed some distance above the lower
edge of the side and end walls of the recep-
tacle and a discharge. faucet 7 is mounted
upon the front of the receptacle .at the bot-
tom 6 to permit full drainage. An air vent
8 is provided in the top front edge of the
receptacle just in front of the flange 9 and
has a tube 10 extending therefrom into the
receptacle a short distance to permit the
flow of water when the faucet 7 is open.
This tube serves to prevent water from
splashing out of the air vent 8. Preferably
near the top and right-hand end of the front
wall 11 of the receptacle I mount a soap-box
12, having a lid 13 hinged thereon and nor-
mally held in closed position by spring 14.
The lid is provided at its front edge with
a handle projection 15 for opening and
closing it. The lid is provided on its under
side with a rib 16 which forms a close fit

with the upper edge of the box to prevent
any  soft or fluid soap contained therein
from spilling or seeping out when the 1id
1s closed and when the lavatory is mount-
ed upon a moving conveyance and subject 60
to the vibrations caused by vehicular travel.
A spring clamp 17 is mounted upon the
front wall 11, as shown, for the purpose of
holding a towel. The receptacle is provided
at its bottom with a centrally disposed 65
bar 18 comnected to and extending from
the lower edge of one end of the receptacle
to the lower edge of the other end thereof
and has bolt holes 19 suitably arranged for
securing the receptacle by bolts and nuts 70
to the running-board of an automobile or
to any other suitable mounting. The front
wall with its soap-box holder and faucet
is adapted to be covered and inclosed by
a wash-tray 20. The top of wall 21 of tray 75
20 is cut away to permit the edges of the
walls 22, 23 and 24 to abut the flange 9 of
the receptacle, thereby overlapping the ends
and top of the receptacle and forming a
closer fit and covering and protecting the .80
alr vent. Said wall 21 is also provided with
a notch or recess 25 to receive the faucet
when the tray is adjusted to the position
shown in Fig. 8, ready for washing. The
tray is pivotally and slidably attached to 85

“the front wall by hinge bar 26 and 27 at-

tached at each end to the front wall and
spaced therefrom between their attached
ends. The wall 21 is provided with open-
ings 28 and 29, respectively, to receive said 90
hinge bars 26 and 27, respectively. The top

of each bar 26 and 27 is bent outwardly at

its top to form a recess or bearing in which

the hinge rod 30 is adapted to be anchored
when the tray is pushed upwardly to the po- .95
sition shown in Fig. 8, so that the tray is
thereby held firmly in position and pre-
vented from sliding down to a position
which would permit the tray to tilt down-
wardly.. When the receptacle is mounted 19¢
upon a running board of greater width than

the receptacle the hinge bars 26 and 27 per-
mit the tray to be opened and slid upwardly

out of contact with the running board until

the hinge rod 30 engages the bearings 31 105
and 32, respectively. This arrangement
permits the tray to be firmly held in hori-
zontal position for use and prevents any
sagging or undue strain upon the hinge
bars which would occur if the tray was per- 110
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2.

mitted to be adjusted to the bottoms of said
bars. The tray is provided with a suitable

drain outlet which is adapted to be opened-

and closed by screw cap 33 which also serves

as a handle in opening and closing the tray.

The tray is held in closed position by a
suitable lock or other fastening 34. :

After said lavatory has been supplied with
water, soap and a towel and it is desirved to
use it, all that is necessary is to unlock it or

‘open the fastening means. Then take hold

of the screw cap 33 and pull the tray up-
wardly until the hinge rod 30 engages bear-
ings 81, then pull the free end of the tray
outwardly until it assumes a horizontal po-
sition. The tray may then be supplied with
water through the faucet 7. Soft or fluid or
other soap is then readily available from the
soap-box, as is also the towel held in posi-
tion by spring clamp 17. In order to drain
the tray simply remove and replace the
screw cap 33. To close the device merely
reverse the operation of opening. '
Thus it will be seen that a very essential
and convenient means is supplied to auto-
mobilists and others who are frequently re-
quired to repair their cars on the road far

from any water or other lavatory conven-.

iences, so that as soon as the work which
soils the hands is finished they may be

“quickly and conveniently washed and wiped

by the means afforded by my invention.

While I have shown and described a pre-
ferred construction it will be understood
that the form and structure of various parts
may be modified without departing from
the scope or spirit of the device as herein set
forth and claimed.

I claim:

1. A portable lavatory having a water
receptacle, means for filling and discharg-
ing water therefrom, an air vent, a tube con-
nected to said vent and extending inwardly
therefrom, a front wall having lavatory ac-
cessories mounted thereon, and a wash-tray
pivotally and slidably mounted upon said
front wall and adapted when in vertical po-
sition to- close said air vent and adapted to
be swung to.horizontal position, whereby
water may be discharged from said recep-
tacle into said tray.

2. A portable lavatory having a water re-
ceptacle provided with an air vent in_its
upper edge, a tray adapted to have its edges
overlap a portion of said receptacle and to
cover said vent when in closed position,
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substantially as set forth and for the pur-
poses specified.

3.- A portable lavatory having a water re-
ceptacle provided with a bottom located
above the lower edge of its side and end
walls, a bar fastened within the space thus
formed and having bolt holes therein to af-

“ford means for fastening the same to an au-

tomobile, a discharge faucet projecting from
the gront wall of said receptacle adjacent
the bottom thereof, and a tray shidably
hinged to said front wall and adapted to be
adjusted to horizontal open position or to
vertical closed position, substantially as set
forth. o ,

4. A portable lavatory comprising a wa-
ter receptacle having an inlet and discharge
faucet and an air vent, and a tray slidably
and pivotally connected to said receptacle
and to be moved with reference to said re-
ceptacle while the water receptacle remains
stationary, said tray being adapted when in
open position to bear against said receptacle
and to recéive water irom said discharge
faucet when said tray is in a horizontal po-
sition and to cover said discharge faucet
when said tray is in a vertical position.

5. A portable lavatory, comprising a wa-
ter receptacle having suitable means for fill-
ing and discharging the contents, vertically
disposed hinge bars connected at their ends
to said receptacle, and each having a re-
cessed bearing at its upper end, and a tray
pivotally and slidably connected to said
hinge bars whereby said device may be at-
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tached to a running board of greater width

than it and said tray be opened to horizontal
position by sliding it upwardly into said
bearings and then drawing it outwardly into

-horizontal position.

6. A portable lavatory comprising a re-
ceptacle, means for opening and closing said
receptacle for filling, a discharge faucet pro-
jecting from said front wall, vertically dis-
posed hinge bars, each. spaced apart between
its ends from said receptacle, and a tray piv-
otally and slidably connected to said bars,
the bottom wall of said tray having a notch
or recess adapted to permit said faucet to
extend therein when said tray is adjusted to
horizontal position.

EDGAR S. CURLISS.

Witnesses:
Jamns N, Ramsey,

Mary E. McCoNNELL.

9%

100

105




