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To all whom it may concermn:

Beitknown that we, FRED L. FAIRBANK and
CHARLES B. LANGLEY, citizens of the United
States of America, residing at Des Moines, in

5 the county of Polk and State of Towa, have in-
vented an Improved Ballot-Box, of which the
following is a specification.

The object of thisinvention is toprovidean
attachment for ballot-boxes whereby the re-

ro ceiving-slot may be securely closed to prevent
the fraudulent insertion of ballots and to con-
struct a simple, strong and durable ballot-
box.

Ourinvention consistsin the construction,

15 arrangement, and combination of the various
parts of the device, as hereinafter set forth,
pointed out in our claims, and illustrated in
the accompanying drawings, in which—

Figure 1 is a perspective view of the com-

20 plete ballot-box with the receiving-slot open.
Fig. 2 is a top view of the ballot-box closed,
and Fig. 3 is a vertical sectional view of the
top portion thereof.

Referring to the accompanying drawings,

25 the reference-letter A is used to designate the
box proper, preferably made of metal and
cylindrical in shape. A?is a hinged lid for
the same, provided with a slot B of a size suit-
able for the admission of a ballot, and B?* is

30 a lock for the lid.

C designates aflat metal barsecurelyhinged
to the box proper and adapted to lie flat upon
the lid.

C? is a slotted section hinged to the free end

35 to admit a staple C3?, so that the said bar may
be secured to the box by means of the lock C*

It will readily be seen that ballots may be
inserted in the slot beneath the flat bar C.
To overcome this objectionable feature we

40 secure a projection or loop C?, of a size to

closely fit in the said slot, to the under sur-
face of the said bar, so that when the latter
is closed the loop will completely fill up the
slot, as clearly illustrated in Fig. 3.

D designates a handle formed on or fixed
to the top and central portion of the bar C.

Having thus described the device, what we
claim as our invention, and desire to secure
by Letters Patent of the United States there-
for, is— '

1. An improved ballot-box, comprising a
suitable box, a lid for the same, a slot for the
admission of ballots in the said lid and a bar
hinged to one side of the box and adapted to
pass over the lid thereof and be secured to
the opposite side of the box and a projection
on said bar adapted to enter the said slot for
the purposes stated.

2. An improved ballot-box comprising a
suitable box, a hinged lid for the same,-a slot
for the admission of ballots in the lid and
means for locking the lid, a flat metal bar
hinged to one side of the box and extended
across the lid and means for locking it to the
box on the opposite side, and a projection on
the under surface of said bar adapted to enter
and fill the said slot in the lid.

3. An attachment for ballot-boxes and the
like comprising a metal bar adapted tobe de-
tachably secured to a ballot-box to overlap
the slot for the admission of ballots and a pro-
jection on the under face of said bar adapted
to enter said slot, in eombination with a box
havinga movable cover and a slotin the cover,
for the purposes stated.

FRED L. FAIRBANK.
CHAS. B. LANGLEY.
Witnesses:
E. B. CUPERNELL,
R. Davis.
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