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The present invention relates to a head rest cover, par 
ticularly to a removable sanitary head rest cover adapted 
for use in public transportation type vehicles. 

Conventional head rest covers for seats located in com 
mercial transportation vehicles, such as in aircraft, buses, 
railway cars and the like, usually comprise a cloth towel 
secured to the head rest by button-and-eye fasteners, Snap 
fasteners or the like. This type head rest cover is pro 
vided with one fastening element on the towel or cover 
and the other fastening element on the back of the seat. 
After use, an attendant may remove the cover and it will 
be laundered for reuse. 

Cloth towels are initially relatively expensive, and when 
the cost of laundering them and the losses due to unau 
thorized removal are added, the expense of the cloth 
towel becomes prohibitive as compared to the newer, 
felted, unglazed paper type. Thus the latter type of head 
rest cover has become increasingly popular. In the 
Struble Patent No. 3,113,803, a felted body, unglazed 
paper head rest cover is illustrated in which a "Velcro” 
type fastener is attached to the head rest cushion and the 
cover contains a plurality of holes which permit, when 
used with a special tool, the projection of the velcro hooks 
through the holes and thus provide securing of the cover 
thereto. However, the tools are easily misplaced or lost, 
and it is difficult to properly secure the head rest cover 
to the fastener absent the tool. Without proper fastening 
of the cover to the head rest vertical and lateral displace 
ment of the cover results. 

In view of the above, it is a principal object of the 
present invention to provide an inexpensive cover having 
fastening means thereon which permit quick attachment 
and disengagement from the fastener located on the head 
rest cover, without any special tools, but which when in 
use will resist displacement by lateral or vertical move 
nent. 

Another object of the present invention is to provide 
novel fastening means on the rear of a head rest cover, 
which fastening means is inexpensive and permits the 
cover to be discarded after each use and replaced by a 
clean cover. 

Other objects and a fuller understanding of the inven 
tion may be had by referring to the following specification 
and claims taken in conjunction with the accompanying 
drawings in which: 

FIG. 1 is a fragmentary perspective view of a seat back 
having secured thereto a head rest cover constructed in 
accordance with the present invention; 
FIG. 2 is an enlarged sectional view taken along line 

2-2 of FIG. 1; 
FIG. 3 is a fragmentary plan view of the reverse side 

of the head rest cover illustrated in FIGS. 1 and 2 and 
illustrating novel fastening means utilized in conjunction 
with a fastener on the head rest; 

FIG. 4 is an end view of the portion of the fastening 
means illustrated in FIG. 3; 

FIG. 5 is an enlarged fragmentary view of a portion 
of the fastening means illustrated in FIG. 3 and as shown 
in the dot-dash circle of FIG. 3; 

FIG. 6 is an enlarged sectional view taken along line 
6-6 of FIG. 5; and 

FIG. 7 is a fragmentary perspective view of another 
embodiment of fastening means which may be secured 
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to the back of the head rest cover to form a part of the 
fastening means. 

Referring now to the drawing, and especially FIG. 1 
thereof, a seat back 10 having a head rest portion 11 has 
secured thereto a strip 12 of “Velcro" type pile fabric 
13. The pile fabric 13 permits attachment thereto of a 
head rest cover 14 having a novel attachment means 15, 
constructed in accordance with the present invention. 
As is well known in the art, "Velcro' fabric is essen 

tially a pile material comprising a plurality of hooks or 
barbs 16 (see FIG. 2) and the invention though specif 
ically referring to this material is not limited thereto. In 
the present instance the hooks or barbs 16 of the pile 
material 13 are all oriented in the same direction and 
the attachment strip 12 is secured to the upholstery cov 
ering of the seat whereby the hooks are aligned longitu 
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dinally of the seat back 10. For reasons which will be 
come evident hereinafter, when the pile fabric 13 has 
hooks 6 which are oriented in the same direction, it is 
preferable that the hooks be directed upwardly. Of 
course as is well-known, some of the hook pile material 
presently available has hooks of random orientation and 
in the event that this type of pile fabric is used on a strip 
secured to the head rest portion of a seat, there is no need 
to take note of the orientation of the hooks. When using 
a pile fabric of either of the afore-mentioned types, i.e. 
fixed or random orientation hooks, the strip 12 may be 
secured to the seat back upholstery in any suitable man 
ner as by sewing, gluing etc. 
The head rest cover 14 may be formed of any inexpen 

sive and yet relatively durable material, preferably how 
ever, it is formed of a strong, thin, flexible material such 
as a soft, felted unglazed paper or a non-woven fabric. 

In accordance with the invention, novel attachment 
means i5 is connected at or near the upper edge along 
the back of the head rest cover 14, which attachment 
means insures easy connection of the head rest cover 14 
to the strip 12 on the head rest portion 11 of the seat 10. 
To this end, the attachment means 15 comprises a non 
woven fabric, formed of either a natural or synthetic 
material, and including raised pile portions having a cross 
sectional depth sufficient to ensnare the hooks 16 asso 
ciated with the pile fabric 13. 
The preferred embodiment of the attachment means 15 

comprises a non-woven material 17 having raised resilient 
ribs 18 of fiber. It was discovered that when the ribs 
comprise raised piles of generally unbroken fibers, in the 
present instance substantially laterally extending, the en 
gagement of the hooks with the ribs 18 is assured by 
simply pressing the attachment means 15 against the pile 
fabric 13. Intermediate the ribs, and as best shown in 
FIGS. 3-6 is a fiber lattice 19 which connects adjacent 
ribs to each other. 
The orientation of the ribs of the attachment means 

15, placed on the back of the head rest cover 14, is 
relatively unimportant, in the embodiment illustrated in 
FIG. 3 the ribs 18 extend in the longitudinal direction, 
i.e. length wise of the head rest cover 14 which insures 
better engagement with the hooks 16 when the hook 
orientation is upwardly, as shown in FIG. 2. A material 
such as above-described is presently being manufactured 
by the Chicopee Division of Johnson & Johnson under 
the tradename “Masslinn.' 

Another embodiment of an attachment means 25 is 
illustrated in FIG. 7 wherein the attachment means com 
prises a synthetic fiber including raised pile portions hav 
ing a cross sectional depth sufficient to ensnare the hooks 
16 associated with the pile fabric 13. In the present 
instance, the raised synthetic fabric comprises a foamed 
plastic having an inter-connecting, resilient, lattice net 
Work 26 defining small apertures 27 therein. In the 
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manner similar to that above-described, pressing the 
foamed plastic against the pile fabric 13 effects a snaring 
of the lattice network by the hooks 16 providing a con 
venient attachment of a head rest cover 14a to the head 
rest portion of the seat. A material such as heretofore 
described is presently being manufactured by Scott 
Paper Company and sold under the trade name of "Scott 

- Foam.” - 

Application of the head rest cover to the attachment 
means may be effected by a thin film of glue or the like 
and connection of the cover to the strip 12 is effected 
merely by pressing the portion of the head rest cover 
having the attachment means on the back thereof against 
the pile fabric. Disengagement of the head rest cover 
from the attachment strip 12 is effected by grasping one 
corner of the cover and by pulling the cover away from 
the attachment strip. 
Thus a novel attachment means for a head rest cover 

is provided for use in conjunction with a “Velcro' type 
fastener, which material is inexpensive, requires no 
auxiliary attachment tools, and which permits disposal of 
the head rest cover after it has been used. 
Thus although the invention has been described with 

a certain degree of particularity, it should be understood 
that the present disclosure is only exemplary of the inven 
tion, and that numerous changes in the details of con 
struction, and the combination and arrangement of parts 
may be made without departing from the spirit and scope 
of the invention as hereinafter claimed. 
What is claimed is: 
1. A head rest cover for connection to a strip secured 
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to the head rest portion of a seat back, said strip having 
upstanding hook pile elements with the hook orientation 
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in a first direction; a removable head rest cover of strong, 
thin, flexible material; attachment means adjacent one 
edge of said head rest cover; said attachment means 
comprising a non-woven fabric including a plurality of 
ribs of raised resilient pile portions containing fibers ex 
tending in a second direction perpendicular to said first 
direction, said ribs spaced from one another and extend 
ing substantially perpendicular to said fibers; and said 
raised pileportion having a cross-sectional depth sufficient 
to ensnare said upstanding hook pile elements. 

2. A head rest cover in accordance with claim 1 
wherein said ribs are interconnected by a fiber lattice. 
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