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To all whom it may concern: 
Beit known that I, FREDERICK. A. BALLOU, 

a citizen of the United States, and resident 
of Nayatt, in the county of Bristol and 
State of Rhode island, have invented cer 
tain new and useful Improvements in 
Clasps, of which the following is a specifi. 
cation. 
This invention relates to clasps for lin 

gerie and is designed more particularly to 
hold shoulder straps or the like of under 
clothing against displacement. 
The object of this invention is to provide 

Such a clasp with one or more thin non-re 
silient fabric-biting lips raised from the in 
ner Surface of one of said arms, said lips 
being formed at intervals on the face of the 
arm thereby providing teeth which will bite 
without piercing and retain the delicate fab 
ric to prevent the clasp from slipping there 
on, and also to prevent the different parts 
of the fabric from displacement. 
With these and other objects in view, the 

invention consists of certain novel features 
of construction, as will be more fully de 
Scribed, and particularly pointed out in the 
appended claim. 

In the accompanying drawings: 
Figure 1- is a perspective view showing 

the clasp in open position with my preferred 
form and arrangement of teeth projecting 
from the inner Surface from one of the clasp 
3.S. 

Fig. 2- is a longitudinal sectional view 
showing the clasp in closed position with the 
teeth biting into and retaining the parts of 
the fabric. m 

Fig. 3- is a view showing the staggered 
arrangement of the teeth on the inner face 
of one of the clasp arms. 

Fig. 4- is a view showing another ar 
rangement of a plurality of teeth formed on 

: faces and are arranged in a staggered man the inner face of one of the clasp arms. 
Fig. 5- is a section on line 5-5 of Fig. 

3 showing the inturned portions raised 
from the inner surface of one of the clasp 
3.S. 

Fig. 6- is a view of the inner surface 
of one of the clasp arms showing a modifica 
tion which is that of the provision of two 

longitudinally disposed elongated inturned 
thin edged ribs raised from the inner Sur 
face of one of the clasp arms. 

Fig. 7- is a transverse section online 7-7 
of Fig.6 showing the raised ribs on one of 
the arms of the clasp. 
My improved form of lingerie clasp is 

constructed perferably from a strip of thin 
sheet metal which is folded upon itself as at 
10, providing an upper arm 11 and a lower 
arm 12 yieldably joined together at the fold 
10, said arms being oppositely disposed and 
spaced apart to engage the goods between 
them. 
The free ends of both of these arms are 

turned inwardly toward each other as at 13 
and 14, respectively, whereby when the arms 
are brought toward each other one of these 
rounded ends Snaps over that of the other, 
providing a yieldable lock for releasably re 
taining the two arms in closed position. 

It is found in practice, that owing to the 
extremely fine, sheer, delicate fabric worn by 
women in the summer time, that a special 
form of clasp must be provided in order to 
retain such thin fabric and to hold the parts 
thereof against displacement and also to pre 
vent the clasp from slipping about when en 
gaging the fabric. To accomplish this in a 
simple and effective way, applicant has pro 
vided a plurality of so-called teeth or raised 
portions having thin edges adapted to firmly 
bite, but not to perforate, cut or injure the 
fabric they are designed to engage. . 

These teeth may be formed in a number 
of different ways, the preferred form being 
that illustrated in Fig. 1 in which the teeth 
15 are formed by cutting and bending small 
sections of the stock of one of the arms from 
the back or outer surface inwardly to extend 
toward the opposite arm and these teeth are 
preferably formed with oval engaging Sur 

ner, whereby their thin edges engage the 
fabric at intervals first on One side and then 
on the other whereby the maximum efficiency 
of the biting effect is obtained. 

In Some instances T form the teethin pairs 
arranged opposite each other as illustrated 
in Fig. 4 and in still other cases I provide 
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two elongated parallel ribs 16, the thin edges 
of which, illustrated in Fig. 7, engage and 
grip the fabric against the inner side of the 
opposite arm, but as above described, the en 
gaging of this thin, sheer, delicate fabric at 
intervais and in a zigzag manner, renders 
the bite or grip most effective, but any other 
arrangement of inturned, thin-edged, non 
resilient teeth may be employed without de 
parting from the spirit and scope of my in 
vention. 
The device is extremely practical, simple 

and inexpensive in construction and effec 
tive in its operation. 
The foregoing description is directed 

solely toward the construction of clasp illus 
trated, but I desire it to be understood that 
I reserve the privilege of resorting to all the 
inechanical changes to which the device is 
susceptible, the invention being defined and 

limited only by the terms of the appended 
claim. 
I claim: 
A clasp comprising an elongated strip of 

metal folded upon itself providing two 
spaced-apart resilient arms connected at the 
bend, the free end of each arm being curved 
inwardly to Snap one over the other, one of 
said arms being provided on its inner Sur 
face with a plurality of lips arranged in 
staggering relation, each lip having a thin 
biting edge having one edge cut from the 
stock and raised from the plane of the in 
ner surface of one of said arms. 
In testimony whereof affix my signature 

in presence of a witness. 
FREDERACK A. BALL OU. 

Witness: 
How ARD E. BARLovy. 
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