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My invention relates to card dealing de 
vices for dealing a pack of playing cards one 
by one into a number of separate hands. 
The primary object of the invention is to 

provide a simple and inexpensive device hav 
ing very few parts which will yet deal the 
cards quickly and accurately. 
One feature of the invention lies in the 

use of a card dealing member which rests on 
the pack of cards by its own weight only and 
which is provided with a flat portion which 
rests on the deck and a shoulder which will 
engage the edge of a single card to push it 
off the top of the deck. 
A second feature is that the pack of cards 

is held in place by felt or similar pressure ele 
ments which engage only the back parts of 
the end edges of the cards. In this way, after 
a card has been in oved a slight distance, the 
grip of the holder is released and the card 
moves freely out of the device. 
A further feature resides in the provision 

of a single, unitary dealing arm mounted on 
a movable card holder and operated by a 
fixed cam track. 

Finally, provide means for adjusting the 
device to operate on different sizes of cards. 
Other objects and advantages will appear 

more fully from the following description 
taken in conjunction with the accompanying 
drawing which forms a part thereof. 
In the drawing: - 
Fig. 1 is a top plan view of a device accord 

ing to the invention. 
Fig. 2 is a side elevation. 
Fig. 3 is a top plan view showing the base 

in reduced size. . . . . 

Fig. 4 is a side elevation of the dealing arm. 
Fig. 5 is an enlarged cross section through 

the card engaging member. 
Fig. 6 is a bottom plan view of the same. 
The invention includes a base 2 provided 

on its upper face with a cam track or groove. 
4 composed of four similar sections (or any 
other number equal to the number of hands 
to be dealt) each having a high or outer sec 
tion 6 and a low or inner section 8. A frame 
10 slightly longer than a card and of substan 
tially the same width is pivoted at 12 on the 
base 2. The end was 14 and rear waii. 16 of 

this frame are at least as high as the thickness 
of a normal pack of cards while the frame 
is open at its front or outer side. At the rear 
of each side wall is a presser member 18 of felt 
or the like for holding the pack of cards fric 
tionally in the frame. One or both of these 
pressers may be mounted on the ends of bolts 
20 threaded in the side wall, so that by turn 
ing these bolts the presser may be moved in 
Ward to grip cards of less length than the 
normal. A portion of the central part of the 
real wall 16 is bent back as at 22 and the ad 
jacent part of the wall is cut away as at 24 
for a purpose to be described below. The 
frame is provided at one side with a handle 
26, preferably of the type which turns freely 
on its axis. ... : : 

On the opposite side wall of the frame is an 
ear 28 in which is oscillatably mounted a shaft 
30. The lower end of this shaft is bent to 
form a horizontally extending arm 32, the end 
of which is bent downward and provided with 
a roller 34 which engages in the cam groove 4. 
On the upper end of the shaft is an arm 36 
angularly adjustable by a set screw 38. This 
arm is arranged at an angle of about 30° to 
the-arm 32, and extends out over the card 
holding frame and substantially to the center 
thereof. - 

A pin 40 is freely slidable vertically in the 
outer end of the arm 36. This pin is provided 
with a knob 42 by which it can be raised and 
lowered. The lower end carries a disc 44, the 
lower face of which has a central circular 
raised portion 46 delineated by a shoulder 48 
having a height not greater than the normal 
thickness of a card. 
The use and operation of the device should 

be clear. The pin 40 is raised (broken line 
position, Fig. 2) and a pack of cards is 
pushed into the holder until the end edges 
of the cards are engaged and held by the 
presser strips. The pin 40 is released and the 
disc 44 rests on the top of the pack. The card 
holder is now rotated by the handle 26. Dur 
ing each revolution the shaft 30 will be rocked 
four times, and the disc 44 will therefore re 
ciprocate four times between the full line and 
the broken line positions shown in Fig. 1. At 
the rearward limit, a part of the flat edgepor 
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tion of the disc still rests on the top card of 
the pack, and thus prevents the disc from 
dropping down behind the cards, but the 
main body of the disc will pass into the space 
provided by the bent wall portion 22 and the 
opening 24. At this point, the disc drops 
slightly by its own weight so that as the arm 
36 moves forward again the shoulder 48 will 
engage the back edge of the top card only and 
push it out of the holder. The other cards 
will be held in place by the presser strips. 

After a card has been dealt to one hand 
the arm 36 moves back and engages the next 
card which is then delivered to the next suc 
ceeding hand. The rotation of the holder 
will thus result in the dealing of cards one 
at a time to the four hands. 

It is quite evident that my construction is 
very simple and contains very few parts. 
The base and card holder can be die cast and 
thus made very cheaply. The cards are held 
Only at the extreme rear of the holder, and 
when a card is once started it moves quickly 
and easily off the holder, and there is no 
danger of its failing to drop off at the proper 
place. By providing a positive shoulder for 
moving the cards, I am able to let the en 
gaging member rest on the cards by its own 
weight only, and the lower cards are not 
pressed together. Any danger of causing the 
cards to stick so that two or more will be 
dealt is thus avoided. The whole arrange 
ment is very efficient and accurate. 
While I have thus described herein one elm 

bodiment of my invention, I wish it to be 
understood that I do not intend to limit 
myself thereby except within the scope of the 
appended claims. 
I claim: 
1. In a card dealing device, a base having 

a cam track therein formed of a plurality of 
similar sections, a card holder rotatably 
mounted on said base, and means mounted 
on said card holder for movement there with 
to deal cards individually from the holder, 
said means being operated once by each sec 
tion of said cam track. 

2. In a card dealing device, a base having 
a cam track therein formed of four similar 
sections, a card holding frame rotatably 
mounted on said base, a vertical shaft oscil 
latably mounted on said frame at one end 
thereof, an arm on the lower end of said shaft, 
means on the outer end of said arm engaging 
in said cam track, whereby said shaft is oscil 
lated four times during a complete revolution 
of said frame, an arm mounted on the upper 
end of said shaft, and means on the outer 
end of said arm engaging the cards to deal 
a single card from the frame at each oscilla 
tion of said shaft. 

3. In a card dealing device, a base having 
a cam track therein formed of four similar 
sections, a card holding frame rotatably 
mounted on said base, a vertical shaft oscil 
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latably mounted on said frame at one end 
thereof, an arm on the lower end of said shaft, 
means on the outer end of said arm engaging 
in said cam track, whereby said shaft is oscil 
lated four times during a complete revolution 
of said frame, an arm mounted on the upper 
end of said shaft, and means on the outer end 
of said arm engaging the cards to deal a 
single card from the frame at each oscillation 
of said shaft, said card engaging means in 
cluding a freely vertically slidable member 
held in engagement with the cards by its own 
weight only. 

4. In a card dealing device, a base having 
a cam track therein formed of four similar 
sections, a card holding frame rotatably 
mounted on said base, a vertical shaft oscil 
latably mounted on said frame at one end 
thereof, an arm on the lower end of said shaft, 
means on the outer end of said arm engag 
ing in said cam track, whereby said shaft is 
Oscillated four times during a complete revo 
lution of said frame, an arm mounted on the 
upper end of said shaft, and means on the 
outer end of said arm engaging the cards to 
deal a single card from the frame at each 
oscillation of said shaft, said card engaging 
means including a freely vertically slidable 
member held in engagement with the cards 
by its own weight only, and having positive 
means to engage the rear edge of the upper 
most card. 

5. In a card dealing device, a base having 
a cam track therein formed of four similar 
sections, a card holding frame rotatably 
mounted on said base, a vertical shaft oscil 
latably mounted on said frame at one end 
thereof, an arm on the lower end of said 
shaft, means on the outer end of said arm 
engaging in said cam track, whereby said 
shaft is oscillated four times during a com 
plete revolution of said frame, an arm mount 
ed on the upper end of Said shaft, and means 
on the outer end of said arm engaging the 
cards to deal a single card from the frame at 
each oscillation of said shaft, said card en 
gaging means comprising a pin freely verti 
cally slidable in the outer end of said arm, 
a plate on the lower end of said pin, and 
a raised portion on said plate delineated by 
a shoulder having a height not greater than 
the thickness of a card, said plate at the rear 
ward end of each oscillation resting on the 
edge of the top card and said shoulder en 
gaging behind the rear edge of such card. 

6. In a card dealing device, a base having 
a cam track therein formed of four similar 
sections, a card holding frame rotatably 
mounted on said base, a vertical shaft oscil 
latably mounted on said frame at one end 
thereof, an arm on the lower end of said 
shaft, means on the outer end of said arm 
engaging in said cam track, whereby said 
shaft is oscillated four times during a com 
plete revolution of said frame, an arm 
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mounted on the upper end of said shaft, and 
means on the outer end of said arm engaging 
the cards to deal a single card from the frame 
at each oscillation of said shaft, said card 
engaging means comprising a pin freely 
vertically slidable in the outer end of said 
arm, a plate on the lower end of said pin, 
and a raised portion on said plate delineated 
by a shoulder having a height not greater 
than the thickness of a card, said plate at 
the rearward end of each oscillation resting 
on the edge of the top card and said shoulder 
engaging behind the rear edge of such card, 
said frame having means at one end to engage 
frictionally the ends of the cards, said means 
being located at the rear portion of the frame 
only. 

7. In a card dealing device, a card holdin 
frame open at its outer side, and means at one 
end of said frame and adjacent the inner side 
only to hold cards frictionally in said frame. 

8. In a card dealing device, a card hold 
ing frame open at its outer side, and means 
at one end of said frame and adjacent the in 
ner side only to hold cards frictionally in said 
frame, said means being adjustable length 
wise of the frame. 

9. A card dealing device comprising a base 
having a cam track therein formed of four 
similar sections, a card holding frame piv 
oted at its inner side on a vertical pivot ar 
ranged substantially at the center of said 
base, the outer side of said frame being open, 
a vertical shaft oscillatably mounted at one 
end of said frame, a horizontal arm on the 
lower end of said shaft, the outer end of said 
arm being bent down and engaging in said 
cam track, a second horizontal arm on the 
upper end of said shaft extending over said 
frame substantially to the center thereof, said 
frame having end walls, presser strips mount 
ed at the inner part of each end wall to en 
gage the ends of the cards frictionally to hold 
them in the frame, a pin freely vertically 
slidable in the outer end of said second arm, a 
disc on the lower end of said pin having a 
raised central portion on its lower face de 
lineated by a shoulder of a height not greater 
than the thickness of a card, and means to 
turn said frame, whereby the cards will be 
dealt individually into four separate hands. 

10. In a card dealing device, a base, a card 
holding frame rotatably mounted on said 
base, means movable with said frame to deal 
cards therefrom, said means including a re 
ciprocating means and a freely vertically slid 
able element reciprocated by said reciprocat 
ing means and vertically supported solely 
by the cards to deal the same one at a time 
from the frame. 

11. In a card dealing device, a base, a card 
holding frame rotatably mounted on said 
base, and means movable with said frame to 
deal the cards therefrom, said means includ 
ing an arm oscillatably mounted on said 

3 

frame, means controlled by movement of said 
frame to oscillate said arm, and an element 
freely vertically slidably mounted in the outer 
end of said arm and oscillated thereby and 
vertically supported solely by the cards to 
deal the same one at a time from the frame. 
In testimony whereof, I have hereunto set 

my signature. 
IRWING FLORMAN. 
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