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3. Clains. (Cf. 35-35) 

The invention relates to game apparatus generally, and 
more particularly to a type having educational value for 
increasing the knowledge and vocabulary of the user, 
juvenile and adult. 
The primary object of the invention is to provide an 

improved apparatus for the playing of word games, such 
as the solving of cross-word and rhebus puzzles, or for 
the construction of such puzzles, as well as of designs 
of a practical nature, such as fillet lace patterns and the 
like. 
Another object is to provide a permanent checkered 

surface in simulation of a cross-word puzzle layout, such 
as is to be found in newspapers, magazines and the like, 
and means, associated with the surface, for adjusting the 
area of the surface to conform to the area of a published 
layout of a given size, or to a size required for the con 
struction of a special cross-word, rhebus, or pattern lay 

. Out. 
A further object has to do with the provision of play 

pieces to be spotted over the checkered areas on the sur 
face; certain of the pieces being marked with letters of 
the alphabet for the forming of words and the others left 
blank for use as blackouts or spacers between word for 
mations. 

Generally, the apparatus comprises a flat hollow base, 
preferably rectangular in plan, having bottom, side and 
end walls, and an open top. Disposed inwardly of the 
open top of the base, and spaced above the bottom wall, 
is a non-transparent inner top or foundation wall (here 
inafter called the "mat”), which has its upper surface 
checkered to form horizontal and vertical rows of square 
areas, after the manner of the usual layout of a cross 
word puzzle. Permanently mounted within the open top 
of the base is a second or outer top wall, in the form of 
a rigid sheet of a transparent material, such as a plastic; 
it being disposed in spaced relation with respect to the 
mat to give protection to the checkered surface thereof 
and it may have its outer surface slightly roughened, for 
the purpose presently to be explained. The front end 
wall of the base is, provided with an opening for the pas 
sage of a drawer therethrough to house the aforesaid play 
pieces when they are not in use; while both of the end 
and side walls of the base are horizontally slotted above 
the mat and between the same and the outer top wall. 
To affect the adjustment of the surface area to a given 
size of layout, two intersecting guide elements, each in 
the form of a strip of rigid sheet material, are provided, 
one extending transversely across the base through and 
slidable along the slots in the said side walls and the 
other extending longitudinally through and slidable along 
the said slots in the end walls; the ends of the elements 
being down-turned at the outer sides of the base to pre 
vent displacement of the elements. A cover is removably 
hinged to the top edge of the back end wall of the base 
and is provided with a fastening means adapted to se 
cure both it and the drawer in closed state. The outer 
top protective wall is provided with a plurality of aper 
tures, corresponding in number to the number of the 
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2 
checkered areas on the mat and each aperture is solo 
cated as to overlie a corner, preferably the upper left 
hand corner, of a square area to receive a headed peg; 
the pegs also corresponding in number to that of the aper 
tures, and have their heads consecutively numbered, so 
that the number of square areas, within a given area of 
the mat surface may be indicated, By having the outer 
surface of the second or outer top wall roughened, as 
before stated, accidental displacement of the play-pieces 
will befrictionally retarded, if not prevented. 
With the foregoing and other objects and advantages 

of equal importance in view, the invention resides in the 
certain new and useful combination, construction and ar 
rangement of parts, as will be hereinafter more fully de 
scribed, set forth in the appended claims, and illustrated 
in the accompanying drawings, in which: 

Figure 1 is a perspective view of the apparatus, with 
the cover closed and showing the fastening means for 
securing it and the drawer in closed state; 

Figure 2 is a top plan view of the base, with the cover 
swung into open-position; 

Figure 3 is, a vertical section, taken through the line 
3-3 on Figure 2, looking in the direction of the arrows; 

Figure 4 is an enlarged fragmentary section, taken 
5 through the line 4-4 on Figure 2, looking in the direc 

tion of the arrows; 
Figure 5 is a group view of the individual play-pieces, 

with the lettered and blank pieces shown in plan, and the 
headed peg in perspective; and, 

Figure 6 is a side elevation of a container for the play 
pieces, when they are not in use and ready for storage 
in the drawer. 

Referring to the drawings, the bottom wall of the base 
is indicated at 10; the side walls at 12; and the front 
and back end walls at 14 and 16, respectively. The inner 
top foundation wall or mat, indicated at 18, has its upper 
surface checkered with square areas or spaces 20, ar 
ranged in horizontal and vertical rows, after the manner 
of the like areas or spaces of a published cross-word puz 
zle layout or mat; the group of the areas or spaces being 
bounded by a border 20' of substantially the same width 
as that of an area or space. As to the size and number 
of the areas or spaces 20, I suggest they be one inch 
square, with twenty in each horizontal row and twenty 
two in each vertical row, and the border one inch in width; 
such dimensions, however, being subject to change at 
the option of the manufacturer. 

For the purpose of adjusting or varying the area of the 
checkered surface of the mat 18 to the dimensions of a 
given layout, the side, front and back end walls 12, 14 
and 16, as aforesaid, are horizontally slotted, as at 22, 
for the reception therethrough of the transverse and 
longitudinal guide elements or strips 24 and 26 which 
have a width of one inch to correspond to that of the 
border 20', so that the adjusted area will have the ap 
pearance of being enclosed within a similar border, after 
the manner of the entire checkered area of the mat; the 
strips being slidable along the slots relatively to each 
other until they are in required intersecting position to 
that end. To prevent displacement of the elements or 
strips 24 and 26, the ends thereof are down-turned, as 
at 24 and 26', respectively, and are disposed in frictional 
engagement with the opposed faces of the said walls of 
the base. 

In order to afford full view and protection to the check 
ered surface of the mat 18 and the guide elements or 
Strips 24 and 26, an outer top wall 28, formed of a 
rigid transparent sheet material, preferably a plastic, is 
permanently molded within the open top of the base, 
in spaced relation to and above the mat 18, and with 
an upstanding thickened portion or rib 28' extending 
along its edges, the top of the portion or rib being flush 
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with the top edges of the side, front, and back end walls 
12, 14 and 16, of the base, so that the central area of 
the wall is inset with respect to the latter edges. 
A cover 30, also in the form of a rigid transparent sheet 

of plastic material, is removably hinged, as at 32, to the 
top edge of the back end wall 6, of the base, the 
hinges, as best shown in Figures 1 and 2, being provided 
with pull pins 32 to facilitate such removal of the cover. 
The lower side of the cover has a molded lip or rib 30 
spaced inwardly from each of its edges which enters 
the open top of the base, when the cover is swung into 
closed position. This lip or rib 30 seats within and 
against the lip or rib 28, of the outer top wall 28, and 
the two lips or ribs have opposed complementally sloped 
surfaces, so that the cover is maintained level across the 
top of the base. In use, the cover may remain attached 
to the base as an extension leaf, or when detached, it 
may be inverted and employed as a tray. Again, when 
closed, the cover presents a smooth surface for writing, 
card playing or the like. 
The front end wall 14, of the base, is provided with a 

horizontal opening, below the slot 22 therein, for the 
passage therethrough of the drawer 34, which is provided 
with a pull element 34 and a male snap button 36' at 
the center of its front end wall; the button 36' to be 
engaged by a female snap button 36, carried by a flexible 
element or tongue 38 mounted centrally on the front end 
edge of the cover 30, so that, when the buttons are en 
gaged, both the cover and the drawer are secured in 
closed state. The pull element 34 is preferably in the 
form of an open flexible loop having its ends passed 
through apertures spaced apart to either side of the center 
of the front end wall of the drawer 34 and knotted, and 
the male snap button 36', of the separable fastener, being 
centered between said ends. 
The lettered play-pieces are of a flat square form, or 

approximately so, as shown at 40 in Figure 5, and the 
blank or blockout pieces are of the same form, as at 
42'; oblong, as at 42; or of other forms, for instance, 
triangular, as at 42'. When not in use, a number of each 
of the lettered and blank play-pieces is placed within a 
separate container 48, such as the bag or pouch shown in 
Figure 6 and which is provided with a closure means, 
such as the zipper 48, and the several containers are then 
placed within the drawer 34. 

For the purpose of numbering the play areas 20, an 
aperture 44 is formed in the outer top wall 28 over a 
corner, preferably the upper left hand corner, of each of 
the checkered play areas for the insertion therein of a 
peg, such as shown in Figure 5. The pegs have tapered 
shanks 46 and circular heads 46, the latter being marked 
with identifying numerals running consecutively. 
The base, together with the inner and outer top walls 

18 and 28, is preferably of unitary molded plastic forma 
tion and, in lieu of the upper surface of the inner top wall 
18 being marked with the checkered areas, it will be 
left blank, and the areas marked on the under surface 
of the outer top wall 28, so that, in either case, the 
marking will not be subject to obliteration through soiling 
or wear. When the pegs are made use of, along with 
the lettered play-pieces 49, the latter will have their upper 
corners cut away, substantially as shown at 49' in Figure 
5, so that the pegs will not interfere with the proper 
spotting of the play-pieces relatively to the checkered 
areas required for the formation of the words necessary 
to solve a given crossword or rhebus puzzle. 

In the use of the apparatus for the construction of a 
special crossword or rhebus puzzle, by the use of the 
lettered and blank play-pieces, the completed puzzle may 
then be transferred to a blank mat (not shown), ruled 
to form the required number of checkered areas, by filling 
in to correspond with the layout of the play-pieces on the 
outer top wall 28. 
From the foregoing, it will be understood that while 

I have shown and described a particular embodiment of 
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4 
my invention and one that is of considerable value, amuse 
ment and educational to both children and adults, said 
embodiment is susceptible of variation in both form and 
material, and also that the words I have used are words 
of description and not of limitation, and that changes may 
be made within the purview of the appended claims, with 
out departing from the true scope and spirit of the in 
vention in its broadest aspect. 
What I claim as new and desire to secure by Letters 

Patent is: 
1. In a game apparatus a flat, hollow, rectangular base 

having bottom, side, front and back end walls and an 
open top, an inner top wall spaced above said bottom 
wall, a plurality of square play areas marked on the 
upper surface of said inner top wall, said play areas be 
ing arranged in transverse and longitudinal rows, an 
outer top wall of transparent sheet material spaced above 
said inner top wall, said outer top wall having a plurality 
of apertures equal in number to said play areas, each 
aperture being substantially in alignment with one corner 
of a play area, a plurality of play pieces having indicia 
thereon for disposition on said outer top wall over said 
play areas, a plurality of consecutively numbered headed 
pegs to be received in said apertures to designate the play 
areas to be covered by said play pieces in accordance with 
the layout of a selected crossword puzzle to be solved, 
intersecting elongated members extending between said 
inner and outer top walls and mounted for transverse 
and longitudinal movements for varying the area of said 
marked surface in accordance with the area of the selected 
puzzle, said pegs when disposed in said apertures facilitat 
ing the count of said play areas with relation to the 
number of squares in the selected puzzle and also the 
setting of said members in positions to block of the 
unused area of said marked surface, a removable cover 
overlying said outer top wall and means for fastening 
said cover to said base when in closed position. 

2. In a game apparatus a flat, hollow, rectangular base 
having bottom, side, front and back end walls and an 
open top, an inner top wall spaced above said bottom 
wall, a plurality of square play areas marked on the up 
per surface of said inner top wall, said play areas being 
arranged in transverse and longitudinal rows, an outer 
top wall of transparent sheet material spaced above said 
inner top wall, said outer top wall having a plurality of 
apertures equal in number to said play areas, each aper 
ture being substantially in alignment with one corner of 
a play area, a plurality of play pieces having indicia there 
on for disposition on said outer top wall over said play 
areas, a plurality of consecutively numbered headed pegs 
to be received in said apertures to designate the play areas 
to be covered by said play pieces in accordance with the 
layout of a selected crossword puzzle to be solved and 
intersecting elongated members extending between said 
inner and outer top walls and mounted for transverse 
and longitudinal movements for varying the area of said 
marked surface in accordance with the area of the se 
lected area, said pegs when disposed in said apertures fa 
cilitating the count of said play areas with relation to the 
number of squares in the selected puzzle and also the 
setting of said members in positions to block off the un 
used area of said marked surface. 

3. In a game apparatus a flat, hollow, rectangular base 
having an open top, an inner top wall in said base, a plu 
rality of square play areas marked on the upper surface 
of said inner top wall, said play areas being arranged in 
transverse and longitudinal rows, an outer top wall of 
transparent sheet material in said base and spaced above 
said inner top wall, said outer top wall having a plurality 
of apertures equal in number to said play areas and in 
alignment therewith, a plurality of play pieces for disposi 
tion on said outer top wall over said play areas, a plu 
rality of consecutively numbered headed pegs to be re 
ceived in said apertures to designate the play areas to be 
covered by said play pieces in accordance with the lay 
out of a selected cross word puzzle to be solved, and 
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intersecting elongated members extending between said 
inner and outer top walls and mounted for transverse and 
longitudinal movements for varying the area of said 
marked surface in accordance with the area of the selected 
puzzle, said pegs when disposed in said apertures facilitat 
ing the count of said play areas with relation to the num 
ber of squares in the selected puzzle and also the setting 
of said members in positions to block off the unused area 
of said marked surface. 
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