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5 Claims. 

My present invention relates generally to desk 
acceSSOries, and has particular reference to an 
Ornamental device for supporting one or more 
dispensing Spools of adhesive tape. 

It is a particular object of the invention to pro 
vide an enclosure for a dispensing spool of con 
ventional construction, in which there is a hub 
upon which the tape is wound, and a tangential 
projection to support the free end of the tape. 
The present enclosure is so designed that it may 
be optionally rested on a desk or table in a posi 
tion which completely conceals the spool of tape, 
or in an adjusted position in which the spool is 
exposed and accessible for use. 
In the preferred embodiment of the invention 

herein chosen for illustration, the device is 
adapted to support two spools of tape in side by 
side aligned relationship. The spools are Sup 
ported on a common horizontal axis, and are 
freely and independently rotatable about this 
axis. Tape may be withdrawn from either or 
both of these spools when the device is in tape dispensing position. 
The supporting enclosure is of such a nature 

that it lends itself readily to the employment of 
ornamental materials, such as attractive leathers 
or fabrics. It serves, therefore, in a uniquely 
attractive manner, to retain one or more tape 
spools in handy accessible condition, ready for 
use, while serving as a concealment for the spool 
or spools, and as an ornamental desk accessory, 
during those periods of time when the tape spools 
are not being used. 
One way of achieving these general objects and 

advantages, and Such other objects and advan 
tages as may hereinafter appear or be pointed 
out, is illustrated in the accompanying drawings 
in which 

Figure 1 is a perspective view of the present 
device in its normal desk-ornamenting position; 

Figure 2 is a CrOSS-Sectional view taken Sub 
stantially along the line 2-2 of Figure 1; 

Figure 3 is a view Similar to Figure 2, showing 
the relationship of the parts when the enclosure 
is adjusted to a position which makes the tape 
dispenser accessible; 

Figure 4 is an elevational view taken substan 
tially in the direction 4-4 of Figure 3; and 

Figure 5 is a fragmentary cross-sectional view 
taken substantially along the line 5-5 of Figure 
4, with the tape spools omitted. 
The type of dispensing spool which enters 

into the present assembly of parts consists essen 
tially of a cylindrical hollow hub upon which 
the tape it is wound. At its ends, the hub is 
usually provided with flanges 2 (Fig. 4). These 
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flanges may be extended in a tangential direction 
to provide the spaced ears 3. At the free ends 
of the latter, a cross piece 4 serves to connect 
and rigidify the ears 3, and serves also to Sup 
port the free end 5 of the tape. It is customary 
to form the Outer edge of the piece With Serra 
tions so that after any desired length of tape 
has been pulled off the spool, it may be severed 
along this Serrated edge. 
The ears 3 and the piece 4 which connect 

them project in a substantially tangential direc 
tion with respect to the hub of the spool, and 
impart to the spool a weight eccentricity which 
is taken advantage of in a unique manner by 
the present invention. 
The Supporting enclosure of the present inven 

tion consists essentially of a pair of parallel verti 
cal walls, and transverse walls extending be 
tween them. The two vertical Walls are show 
at 6 and 7. Supported by them is a means 
for mounting the tape spool or spools in a freely 
rotatable manner. This mounting means may 
consist of a simple wooden hub 8 adapted to 
fit loosely into the hub of each tape spool. This 
loose fit is shown in a somewhat exaggerated 
manner in Figures 2 and 3. The hub 8 itself 
is provided with a longitudinal bore adapted to 
receive a rod 9 (Fig. 5). To provide for a re 
movability of the hub or spindle 8, the rod 8 
may be provided with a head 26 at one end, and 
threads 2 at the opposite end, adapted remov 
ably to receive a nut 22. 

In the preferred embodiment herein illustrated 
there are two tape spools. These are designated 
generally by the reference numerals 23 and 24 in 
Figure 4. The construction of each spool is the 
same as has been hereinbefore described, and the 
only difference in the spools illustrated in Figure 
4 is that the spool 23 Supports a tape which is 
slightly wider than that which is supported by 
the spool 24. To accommodate two spools of 
this kind in side by side horizontally aligned ra 
lation, it is preferable to form the spindle A8 with 
the flange 25. The part of the spindle on one 
side of this flange fits into the hollow hub of one 
of the Spools, and the part on the opposite side 
of the flange fits into the hub of the other spool. 
The flange 25 is larger in diameter than the hub 
of either spool, and thus serves to maintain the 
Spools in a desired spaced relationship. 
The transverse walls which connect the paral 

lel sidewalls 6, comprise an end Wall 23 which 
is substantially flat, and a wall 27 which has a 
part that is parallel to the open side of the en 
closure and another part which is convexly 
curved downwardly into a position defining an 
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opposite end wall. The transverse walls 28, 27, 
along with the parallel side walls 6, 7 define 
an enclosure which is closed on all sides but one. 
The open side is shown downward in Figure 2 
and in an upright position in Figures 3 and 4. 
This open side lies substantially in a single plane, 
so that the enclosure may be rested thereon (as 
shown in Fig. 2). In this relationship of the 
parts, the spool or spools within the enclosure are 
completely concealed. The flatness of the trans 
verse Wall 26 adjacent to the open side of the 
enclosure permits the enclosure to be optionally 
rested on the fiat wall 26, as shown most clearly 
in Figure 3; and in this relationship of the parts 
the spool or spools are exposed and readily ac 
cessible. 

It is an important feature of the invention to 
Support the spool with its tangential projection 
downward, and facing away from the flat end Wall 
26 when the enclosure is in the Spool concealing 
position shown in Figure 2. As a result of this 
node of mounting the spool, the eccentricity of 

weight automatically causes the spool to remain 
in substantially the same position regardless of 
the disposition of the Supporting enclosure. 
Thus, it will be observed, by comparing Figures 
2 and 3, that the enclosure of Figure 3 is Sub 
stantially at right angles to the position it pre 
viously assumed; nevertheless, the spool shown 
in these figures remains in substantially the same 
relationship. It follows that whereas the spool 
is completely concealed when the parts are in 
the relationship shown in Figure 2, the tangential 
projection of the spool autoimatically protrudes 
from the open side of the enclosure Whs; the 
latter is adjusted into the upright position showth 
in Figure 3. Where there are two spools, as 
shown in the present drawings, the Spools act, in 
dependently to project their respective tape ends: 
automatically out of the open side of the en 
closure when the latter is tied from the posi 
tion of Figures 1 and 2 to the position of figures 
3 and 4. 
The parts are preferably So proportioned, and 

the axis of the spools is so supported with re 
spect to the enclosure, that when the parts are 
in the relationship shown in Figures 1 and 2, the 
botton edges 28 of each Spool lie Substantially 
in the plane of the open side of the enclosure; 
and When the parts are in the relationship shown 
in Figure 3, the rear end 29 of the spool con 
stitutes an abutment that abuts rearwardly 
against the transverse Wall 27. 

It will be understood that the curvature of 
the transverse wall 2, as shown in the present 
drawings, is not essential, and that the curvature 
illustrated is merely for ornamental effect. Simi 
larly, while I have shown a simple nut 22 on 
the rod 9, it will be obvious that this nut may 
be of ornamental configuration, if desired. 
The device is obviously useful with one dis 

pensing tape alone, or may readily be adapted 
to Support more than the two tapes shown in 
the present drawing. 
The enclosure may obviously be composed of 

any desired or Suitable material, and I have 
found it eminently Satisfactory to make the en 
closure of Wood or cardboard, covered With Or 
namental leather. 
The replacement of the Spool or spools, when 

the Supply of tape is exhausted, is a relatively 
simple procedure and involves merely the re 
moval of the spindle which supports the spool, 
and a replacement of the same after a fresh 
spool has been applied to it. 
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4. 
In general, it will be understood that those 

skilled in the art may readily modify many of 
the details herein described and illustrated with 
out necessarily departing from the spirit and 
Scope of the invention as expressed in the ap 
pended claims. 

Having thus described my invention and illus 
trated its use, what I claim as new and desire 
to Secure by Letters Patent is: 

1. The combination with a dispensing Spool of 
adhesive tape comprising a hub and a tangential 
projection eccentric to the hub to support the 
free end of the tape, of a Supporting enclosure 
comprising a pair of parallel vertical walls, 
means carried by Said walls for engaging the 
Spool hub to Support the latter in a horizontal 
disposition and for free rotation about its axis, 
transverse walls extending between said vertical 
walls to form an enclosure closed on all sides 
but one, the open side lying in a single plane 
so that the enclosure may be rested thereon to 
conceal said spool, the transverse wall adjacent 
to said open Side being flat so that the enclosure 
may be optionally rested on said flat wall to 
bring the open side into upright position and 
thereby expose and afford access to said spool, 
Said Spool being supported With its taingential 
projection downward and facing away froin Said 
flat Wall When the enclosure is in the Spool con 
cealing position, whereby the eccentricity of said 
projection automatically causes it to protrude 
out of Said open side of the enclosure When the 
enclosure is rested on Said fiat Wall. 

2. The combination of elements set forth in 
claim 1, in which the Spool hub is hollow and 
the Support for it COinprises a Spindle removably 
Supported between Said Vertical Walls and 
adapted to paSS through said hollow hub. 

3. The combination with a pair of dispensing 
Spools of adhesive tape each comprising a hub 
and a tangential projection eccentric to the hub 
to Support the free end of the tape, of a Sup 
porting enclosure comprising a pair of parallel 
vertical walls, means carried by said walls for 
engaging the Spool hubs to Support the latter 
Side by Side in horizontal alignment and for free 
independent rotation about their axes, trans 
Verse Walls extending between said vertical walls 
to form an enclosure closed on all sides but one, 
the Open Side lying in a single plane so that the 
enclosure may be rested thereon to conceal said 
spools, the transverse wall adjacent to said open 
side being fiat so that the enclosure may be 
optionally rested on Said flat Wall to bring the 
Open Side into upright position and thereby ex 
pose and afford access to said spools, said spools 
being Supported with their tangential projec 
tions downward and facing away from said flat 
Wall when the enclosure is in the spool conceal 
ing position, whereby the eccentricity of said 
projections automatically causes them to pro 
trude Out of Said open side of the enclosure when 
the enclosure is rested on said flat wall. 

4. The combination of elements set fortin in 
claim 3, in which the Spool hubs are hollow and 
the Support for then comprises a spindle re 
movably Supported between said vertical walls 
and having parts adapted to pass through said 
hollow hubs, the spindle being provided with a 
flange between Said parts adapted to maintain 
the Spool hubs in separated relation. 

5. The combination with a dispensing spool of 
adhesive tape comprising a hub, a tangential pro 
jection eccentric to the hub to support the free 
end of the tape, and an abutment oppositely 
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disposed with respect to said tangential projec 
tion, of a Supporting enclosure comprising a pair 
of parallel vertical walls, a spindle Supported 
between said vertical walls and adapted to pass 
through said hub, said spindle being adapted 
to Support said spool hub in a horizontal direc 
tion and for free rotation about its axis, trans 
verse walls extending between said vertical walls 
to form an enclosure closed on all sides but one, 
the open side lying in a single plane S0 that 
the enclosure may be rested thereon to conceal 
said spool, the transverse Wall adjacent to said 
open side being flat so that the enclosure may 
be optionally rested on said flat wall to bring 
the open side into upright position and thereby 
expose and afford access to Said Spool, Said Spool 
being supported with its tangential projection 
downward and facing away from Said flat Wall 
when the enclosure is in the spool concealing 
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6 
position, whereby the eccentricity of said pro 
jection automatically causes it to turn about said 
spindle and to protrude out of said open side 
of the enclosure when the enclosure is rested 
on said flat Wall, and said spindle being spaced 
from one of the other of Said transverse walls a 
distance sufficient to permit said abutment to 
engage thereagainst and to prevent a further 
turning of said tangential projection about said spindle. 
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