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STAND DEVICE FOR MUSICAL INSTRUMENT
CASE

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention :

This invention relates to a new and different type of
stand device for a musical instrument case which pro-
vides a hinge type latching means to securely lock said
stand device in an open as well as in a closed position.

2. Prior Art

Applicant is unaware of elements and capabilities
discussed in this invention.

SUMMARY. OF THE INVENTION

This invention comprises a stand device for a musical
instrument case which has the capability of being se-
curely locked in an open position as well as in a closed
position by virture of a unique latching means.

The latching means includes a tongue member which
is hingedly secured at its inner end to a vertical support
bar mounted on the bottom side of a musical instru-
ment case. The tongue member is provided with a slot
at its outer end and a securing opening in its middle
portion. The slot of the tongue member receives the tip
of a latch key retained in a securing block member
mounted to a lower cross bar attached to the legs of the
stand device. The latch key firmly locks the stand de-
vice in an open position when it is inserted into the slot
of the tongue member. _

In a closed position, the stand device is firmly locked
by insertion of the latch key into a slot of a retaining
flange mounted to the vertical support bar. Additional
locking and securing means is provided by a securing
block mounted on the lower portion of a vertical sup-
port bar attached to the bottom side of the case. The
securing block receives both the opening of the lower
cross bar and the opening of the tongue member when
the stand device is in a closed position.

Increased stability of the stand device when locked in
the open position is provided by the outwardly inclined
support legs attached to the top hinge of the stand de-
vice. ' o

It is, therefore, an object of this invention to provide
a stand device for a musical instrument case which
can be securely locked in an open position.

Another object of this invention is to provide a stand
device for a musical instrument case which can be se-
curely locked in a closed position.

A further object of this invention is to provide a stand
device for a musical instrument case which can be eas-
ily and rapidly changed from a securely locked closed
position to a securely locked open position and vice
versa.

A still further object of this invention is to provide a
stand device for a musical instrument case which has
relatively few moving parts.

A yet further object of this invention is to provide a
stand device for a musical instrument case which is rel-
atively difficult to knock over in an open position.

These and other objects will be more readily under-
stood by reference to the following description and
claims, taken in conjunction with the accompanying
drawings, in which

FIG. 1 is a front elevational view of an embodiment
of the invention in the locked closed position.

FIG. 2 is 2 side elevational view of FIG. 1.
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FIG. 3 is view in section taken along line 3—3 of FIG.
1.
FIG. 4 is a detailed view of a portion of an embodi-
ment of the latching means of the invention.

FIG. § is a side elevational view of an embodiment of
the invention in the locked open position.

FIG. 6 is a detailed view of a portion of the latching
means of an embodiment of the invention in the locked
open position.

FIG. 7 is an enlarged view of the latch key element
of the invention.

With respect to the drawings, the stand device 10 has
a top anchor bar 12 and a bottom anchor bar 14, each
rigidly attached by bolts 16 or other suitable means to
the bottom side 18 of a case 20, such as that for a musi-
cal instrument. The anchor bars 12 and 14 secure verti-
cal support bar 22 to case 20. Support bar 22 is bent
slightly away from case 20 in an outward direction in
its middle portion to accommodate spacer blocks 24
and pads 26.

The stand device 10 has a top hinge 28 with its inner
leaf 29 secured by bolts 30 or other suitable means to
support bar 22. The outer leaf 31 of top hinge 28 has
a leg bar 32 secured to it by bolts 34 or other suitable
means. The leg bar 32 in turn has secured to it by bolts
36 or other suitable means, a pair of long support legs
38 diverging outwardly from the leg bar 32 with both
support legs 38 in the same plane as each other. Leg
support bars 38 are secured to each other by upper
crossbar 40 and by lower crossbar 42. The leg support
bars 38 are equipped with covers 43 at their lower
ends.

Upper crossbar 40 has a latch block 48 mounted on
its central portion. Latch key 46 fits into latch block 48
and is retained therein by the upper and lower shoul-
ders 50 of latch block 48, thereby enclosing the bit por-
tion 52 of latch key 46.

Lower hinge 54 of the stand device 10 is rigidly se-
cured to support bar 22 by screws or other suitable
means and has its outer end formed into a tongue 56
which fits into slot 44 of crossbar 40. The tip 58 of
tongue 56 has a slot 60 which receives the lower end
62 of latch key 46. Tongue 56 also has a preferably
diamond shaped slot 64 in its central portion. Slot 64
may by formed in other shapes as well.

Upper crossbar 40 is provided with a slot 66 cut in its
inner side which receives retainer flange 68. Retainer
flange 68 is rigidly secured to support bar 22 by screws
or other suitable means and has a slot 69 which re-
ceives the lower end 62 of latch key 46. '

Lower crossbar 42 is provided with a diamond-
shaped slot 70 which fits around diamond-shaped re-
taining block 72, which is rigidly secured by suitable
means to a plate 74, which in turn is rigidly secured by
suitable means to support bar 22. Other suitable shapes
may be used for slot 70 and block 72.

The case 20 is also provided with short support legs
76 rigidly mounted by suitable means to the bottom an-
chor bar 12 and are inclined outwardly from the bot-
tom bar 12 with the legs 76 being located in the same
plane as each other. The outer ends of legs 76 are pro-
vided with covers 43.

Tn operation, when it is desired to change the stand
device 10 and case 20 from a closed or carrying posi-
tion to a standing or open position, latch key 46 is
pulled up and maintained in the pulled up position,
thereby releasing upper crossbar 40, which in turn per-
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mits swinging top hinge 28 and long support legs 38
outwardly. The outward movement of legs 38 is contin-
ued sufficiently to permit lower hinge 54 to be swung
out and the tip 58 of tongue 56 to be inserted into slot
44 of upper crossbar 40. Latch key 46 is then released
and allowed to fall down into a locked open position of
stand device 10 when the lower end 62 of latch key 46
is inserted into stot 60 in the tip 58 of tongue 56. In this
manner, the stand device 10 provides a securely locked
standing or open position for case 20.

When it is desired to place the case 20 in a closed or
carrying position with respect to the stand device 10,
latch key 46 is pulled up and maintained in a pulled up
position, tip 58 of tongue 56 is withdrawn from slot 60,

and tongue 56 is placed in a vertical position against-

the bottom side 18 of case 20 so that diamond-shaped
slot 64 surrounds retaining block 72. Support legs 38
are swung back against the bottom side 18 of case 20
and the diamond-shaped opening 70 of lower crossbar
42 retaining block 72.

Retainer flange 68 is then inserted into slot 44 of
upper crossbar 40 and then latch key 46 is allowed to
drop down so that its lower portion is inserted into slot
69 of retainer flange 68.

In this manner, the stand device 10 is securely locked
in a closed or carrying position of the case 20.

Although 1 have described my invention in detail with
reference to the accompanying drawings illustrating a
preferred embodiment of my invention, it is understood
that numerous changes in the details of construction
and arrangement of parts may be made without dapart-
ing from the spirit and scope of the invention as herein-
after claimed.

I claim:
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1. A stand device for a musical instrument case com-

prising:

a support means rigidly mounted to said case and
having a securing block mounted thereon;

a top hinge means secured to said support means by
one leaf of said hinge means and having leg support
means secured to the other leaf of said hinge, said
leg support means being provided with an upper
crossbar member and a lower crossbar member,
said upper crossbar member having a latch block
means and a slot and said lower crossbar member
having an opening in its middle portion;

a bottom hinge means having a latching means for se-
curing said stand device in an open position and in
a closed position, said latching means including a
tongue member having its inner end hingedly se-
cured to said support means and its outer end
formed with a slot therein and its middle portion
having an opening therein formed to fit around said .
securing block of said support means; '

a latch key means having its bit portion retained in
said latch block means of said upper crossbar mem-
ber and having said lower end formed to fit into
said slot of said tongue member; and

flange retaining means mounted on said support
means above said tongue member and having a slot
formed in its upper portion to receive said tip of
said lower end of said latch key when said stand de-
vice is in a closed position.

2. A stand device for a musical instrument case ac-

cording to claim 1 in which said leg support means has
leg members diverging outwardly from said top hinge

means.
I T S



