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includes the steps of forming the sheet of material about at
least a portion of the floral holding material with a forming
device such that an upper end of the floral holding material
remains substantially uncovered, and thereafter securing the
sheet of material about the floral holding material with a
band.
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DECORATIVE ASSEMBLY FOR A FLORAL
GROUPING

CROSS REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

[0001] This application is a continuation of U.S. Ser. No.
10/375,433, filed Feb. 27, 2003; which is a continuation of
U.S. Ser. No. 10/158,242, filed May 28, 2002, now U.S. Pat.
No. 6,598,342, issued Jul. 29, 2003; which is a continuation-
in-part of copending application U.S. Ser. No. 09/918,320,
filed Jul. 30, 2001, now U.S. Pat. No. 6,453,612, issued Sep.
24, 2002; which is a continuation of U.S. Ser. No. 09/576,
789, filed May 23, 2000, now abandoned; which is a
divisional of U.S. Ser. No. 09/333,333, filed Jun. 15, 1999,
now U.S. Pat. No. 6,082,045, issued Jul. 4, 2000; which is
a divisional of U.S. Ser. No. 08/827,852, filed Apr. 11, 1997,
now U.S. Pat. No. 5,937,576, issued Aug. 17, 1999, the
entire contents of which are hereby expressly incorporated
herein by reference.

STATEMENT REGARDING FEDERALLY
SPONSORED RESEARCH OR DEVELOPMENT

[0002] Not Applicable.

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

[0003] The present invention relates generally to decora-
tive assemblies for floral groupings and, more particularly,
but not by way of limitation, to decorative assemblies for
floral groupings formed by a method wherein a sheet of
material is formed about at least a portion of an outer
peripheral surface of a floral holding material and secured
thereabout with a band.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0004] FIG. 1 is a pictorial perspective representation of
a sheet of material employed in the construction of a
decorative assembly for a floral grouping constructed in
accordance with the present invention, the sheet of material
having a corner upwardly turned to show a lower surface
thereof.

[0005] FIG. 2 is a diagrammatic plan view illustrating a
sheet of flexible material employed in the formation of a
floral holding material of the decorative assembly of the
present invention, the sheet of flexible material depicted in
an unassembled, flattened condition.

[0006] FIG. 3 is a partially cutaway, diagrammatic per-
spective representation of a floral holding material formed
from the sheet of flexible material of FIG. 2, wherein a floral
grouping is disposed in the floral holding material.

[0007] FIG. 4A is a diagrammatic perspective represen-
tation of a floral holding material formed from the sheet of
flexible material of FIG. 2 wherein an upper portion of the
floral holding material is outwardly flared, and wherein a
floral grouping is disposed in the floral holding material.

[0008] FIG. 4B is a partial, diagrammatic perspective
representation of the floral holding material formed from the
sheet of flexible material of FIG. 2 wherein the upper
portion of the floral holding material is disposed in an
inwardly direction, and wherein a floral grouping is disposed
in the floral holding material.
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[0009] FIG. 5 is a diagrammatic perspective representa-
tion of another embodiment of a floral holding material
employed in the formation of a decorative assembly of the
present invention, wherein a floral grouping is disposed in
the floral holding material.

[0010] FIG. 6 is a diagrammatic representation, partially
in cross section, illustrating the floral holding material of
FIG. 3 generally positioned above a sheet of material which
is disposed on a forming device for forming the sheet of
material about at least a portion of a peripheral sidewall of
the floral holding material.

[0011] FIGS. 7 and 7A are diagrammatic representations,
partially in cross section, illustrating the floral holding
material of FIG. 3 generally positioned in an opening of the
forming device of FIG. 6 prior to positioning a band about
a portion of the sheet of material to secure same about the
floral holding material.

[0012] FIGS. 8 and 8A are diagrammatic perspective
representations of a decorative assembly for a floral group-
ing constructed in accordance with the present invention
wherein a sheet of material is formed about at least a portion
of the peripheral sidewall of the floral holding material of
FIG. 3 and secured thereabout with a band.

[0013] FIG. 9 is a diagrammatic representation, partially
in cross section, illustrating the floral holding material of
FIG. 5 generally positioned above a sheet of material which
is disposed on a forming device for forming the sheet of
material about at least a portion of an outer peripheral
surface of the floral holding material.

[0014] FIG. 10 is a diagrammatic representation, partially
in cross section, illustrating the floral holding material of
FIG. 5 generally positioned in an opening of the forming
device of FIG. 10 prior to positioning a band about a portion
of the sheet of material to secure same about the floral
holding material.

[0015] FIG. 11 is a diagrammatic perspective representa-
tion of a decorative assembly for a floral grouping con-
structed in accordance with the present invention wherein a
sheet of material is formed about at least a portion of the
outer peripheral surface of the floral holding material of
FIG. 5 and secured thereabout with a band.

[0016] FIG. 12 is a pictorial view of a roll of material and
a cutting apparatus for providing sheets of material which
can be employed in the production of the decorative assem-
blies for floral groupings constructed in accordance with the
present invention.

[0017] FIG. 13 is pictorial perspective representation of
another embodiment of a sheet of material which can be
formed about at least a portion of a floral holding material
in accordance with the present invention, the sheet of
material having a corner upwardly turned to show a lower
surface of the sheet of material.

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED
EMBODIMENTS

Description of FIGS. 1-4

[0018] Shown in FIG. 1, and designated by the general
reference numeral 10, is a sheet of material employed in the
formation of a decorative assembly for a floral grouping in
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accordance with the present invention. The sheet of material
10, which has an upper surface 12, a lower surface 14 and
an outer periphery 16, can be constructed from any suitable
flexible material that is capable of being wrapped or formed
about a floral holding material to provide a decorative
assembly for a floral grouping in the manner described
herein after. Preferably, the sheet of material 10 is con-
structed of paper, metal foil, cloth (natural or synthetic or
combinations thereof), denim, burlap, polymeric film, cling
material, metallized film, or combinations or laminations
thereof.

[0019] The term “polymeric film” as used herein means
any film made of synthetic or naturally occurring polymers.
For example, but not by way of limitation, an example of a
synthetic polymeric film is a polypropylene film; and an
example of a naturally occurring polymeric film is cello-
phane.

[0020] The sheet of material 10 may be any size and shape
so long as the sheet of material 10 can function as described
herein, and a substantially square-shape is shown in FIG. 1
only by way of example. The sheet of material 10, for
example only, may be circular, rectangular or any other
geometric shape, such as heart shaped.

[0021] The sheet of material 10 may be constructed of a
single layer of material or a plurality of layers of the same
or different types of materials. Any thickness of the sheet of
material 10 may be utilized in accordance with the present
invention as long as the sheet of material 10 is wrappable
about floral holding materials as described herein after.
Generally, however, the sheet of material 10 will have a
thickness in a range of from about 0.1 mil to about 30 mil,
and more desirably from about 0.1 mil to about 5 mil.
Additionally, an insulating material such as bubble film,
preferably as one of two or more layers, can be utilized in
order to provide additional protection and/or insulation for
the item supported in the floral holding material. The layers
of material forming the sheet of material 10 may be con-
nected together or laminated together or may be separate
layers.

[0022] A decorative pattern, such as a color, an embossed
pattern, a printed pattern and/or other decorative surface
ornamentation may be applied to at least a portion of at least
one of the upper surface 12 and the lower surface 14 of the
sheet of material 10 including, but not limited to, printed
designs, coatings, colors, flocking or metallic finishes. When
the decorative pattern includes both an embossed pattern and
a printed pattern, the embossed and printed patterns may be
in register with one another, out of register with one another,
or partially in register and partially out of register with one
another. The sheet of material 10 also may be totally or
partially clear or tinted transparent material.

[0023] “Cling Wrap or Material” as used herein means any
material which is capable of connecting to the sheet of
material and/or itself upon contacting engagement during
the wrapping process and is wrappable about the decorative
assembly formed about the floral holding material whereby
portions of the cling material contactingly engage and
connect to other portions of the decorative assembly for
generally assisting in securing the sheet of material about at
least a portion of the floral holding material. This connecting
engagement is preferably temporary in that the cling mate-
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rial may be easily removed without tearing the sheet of
material, i.e., the cling material “clings” to the sheet of
material.

[0024] The cling material is constructed and treated if
necessary, from polyethylene, such as Cling Wrap made by
GLAD®, First Brands Corporation, Danbury, Conn. The
thickness of the cling material will, in part, depend upon the
thickness of the sheet of material utilized, i.e., generally, the
thicker and therefore heavier sheet of material may require
a thicker and therefore stronger cling material. The cling
material will range in thickness from about 0.2 mil to about
10 mil, and preferably from about 0.5 mil to about 2.5 mil,
and most preferably from about 0.6 mil to about 2 mil.
However, any thickness of cling material may be utilized in
accordance with the present invention which permits the
cling material to function as described herein.

[0025] Referring now to FIG. 2, a sheet of flexible mate-
rial 20 employed in the formation of a floral holding material
22 (FIGS. 3, 4A and 4B) is illustrated. The floral holding
material 22 is illustrated as having a substantially conically-
shaped configuration. However, it should be understood that
the floral holding material 22 can have any desirable con-
figuration, such as a tubular or square-shaped configuration,
as long as such configuration provides the desired properties
to permit same to function as the floral holding material 22.

[0026] The sheet of flexible material 20 possesses suffi-
cient flexibility to permit the sheet of flexible material 20 to
be formed into the floral holding material 22, while having
sufficient strength to provide the floral holding material 22
with required shape-sustaining properties. Thus, the thick-
ness of the sheet of flexible material 20 can vary widely, the
only requirements being that the sheet of flexible material 20
have sufficient flexibility and strength to satisfy the above-
stated requirements. For reasons which will be herein after
described, it may be desirable that the sheet of flexible
material 20 be constructed of a sufficiently water resistant
material to prevent deterioration of the floral holding mate-
rial 22 when the floral holding material 22 is contacted with
a fluid, such as water. Materials possessing the above-
identified properties which may be used as the sheet of
flexible material 20 for fabrication of the floral holding
material 22 are polymeric materials, metals, cardboard,
water-repellent cardboard, poster board, corrugated materi-
als, combinations thereof and the like.

[0027] While the sheet of flexible material 20 has been
shown as an individual sheet of material, it should be
understood that sheets of flexible material 20 can be stacked
so that each individual sheet of flexible material 20 can be
removed from the stack and shaped into the desired con-
figuration of the floral holding material 22; or, the sheets of
flexible material 20 can be in the form of a roll of material
in which perforations outline the configuration of each sheet
of flexible material 20.

[0028] The sheet of flexible material 20 has an upper side
24 having a centrally disposed recess 26, a lower side 28, a
first end portion 30 and a second end portion 32 which
cooperate to provide-the sheet of flexible material 20 with a
substantially semi-circular configuration. If desired, a sub-
stantially circular-shaped base member (not shown) can be
connected to the lower side 28 of the sheet of flexible
material 20 substantially as shown and described in U.S. Pat.
No. 6,082,045, issued to Weder et al on Jul. 4, 200, the
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contents of which are hereby expressly incorporated herein
by reference in their entirety. When the sheet of flexible
material 20 is provided with a base member, the base
member serves to close an open lower end 34 (FIGS. 3 and
4A) of the floral holding material 22 formed from the sheet
of flexible material 20.

[0029] To stabilize the floral holding material 22 in its
desired configuration, the sheet of flexible material 20 can
further be provided with a connector assembly 36 for
connecting the first end portion 30 of the sheet of flexible
material 20 to the second end portion 32 of the sheet of
flexible material 20 when the sheet of flexible material 20 is
formed into the floral holding material 22 substantially as
shown in FIGS. 3, 4A and 4B. The connector assembly 36
comprises a male connector 38 and a plurality of female
connectors 40. The male connector 38 is disposed along the
upper side 24 of the sheet of flexible material 20 near the first
end portion 30 thereof; and the plurality of female connec-
tors 40 are spatially disposed in the second end portion 32
of the sheet of flexible material 20 near the upper side 24
thereof such that at least one female connector 40 is adapted
to matingly engage the male connector 38 and thereby
connect the first end portion 30 of the sheet of flexible
material 20 to the second end portion 32 of the sheet of
flexible material 20. The male connector 38 is illustrated in
FIG. 2 as a tab, and the plurality of female connectors 40 are
illustrated in FIG. 2 as spatially disposed slits provided in
the second end portion 32 of the sheet of flexible material 20
so that each of the female connectors 40 is alignable with the
male connector 38 when the first end portion 30 of the sheet
of flexible material 20 is disposed over the second end
portion 32 of the sheet of flexible material 20 during
formation of the floral holding material 22. Thus, upon
connecting the male connector 38 with a selected female
connector 40, the circumferential dimensions of the floral
holding material 22 can be varied.

[0030] While the sheet of flexible material 20 has been
illustrated as having only one male connector 38, it should
be understood that a plurality of male connectors 38 could
be disposed along the upper side 24 of the sheet of flexible
material 20 near the first end portion 30 thereof for mating
engagement with the female connectors 40 formed in the
second end portion 32 of the sheet of flexible material 20.
Further, the configuration and type of the male connector 38
and the female connector 40 can vary widely, the only
requirement being that the male connector 38 be adapted to
matingly engage and be connectable to the female connec-
tors 40 so that the first end portion 30 of the sheet of flexible
material 20 can be securely connected to the second end
portion 32 of the sheet of flexible material 20 so as to form
the floral holding material 22.

[0031] The floral holding material 22 is designed to sup-
port and stabilize a floral grouping 41. As shown in FIG. 3,
the floral holding material 22 is provided with an open upper
end 46, the open lower end 34 and a peripheral sidewall 43
that defines an internal chamber 42 that extends between the
open upper end 46 and the open lower end 34 thereof.

[0032] The sheet of flexible material 20 is further provided
with a plurality of finger members 48 formed about the
centrally disposed recess 26 formed in the upper side 24 of
the sheet of flexible material 20 (FIG. 2). The finger
members 48, which extend inwardly into the sheet of
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flexible material 20 from the centrally disposed recess 26,
desirably have a rounded or arcuate shaped or substantially
flat distal end 50. The finger members 48 enhance the
stabilization of the floral grouping 41 disposed in the inter-
nal chamber 42 of the floral holding material 22 (FIGS. 3,
4A and 4B). The finger members 48 can be flared outwardly
to provide a flared neck portion 44 extending about the open
upper end 46 of the floral holding material 22 as shown in
FIG. 4A, or the finger members 48 can be pressed inwardly
into the open upper end 46 of the floral holding material 22
so as to engage stem portions 52 of the floral grouping 41
disposed within the internal chamber 42 of the floral holding
material 22 (FIG. 4B). It should also be understood that
when the finger members 48 are flared outwardly as shown
in FIG. 4A, the stem portions 52 of the floral grouping 41
can be disposed between adjacently disposed finger mem-
bers 48 to stabilize the floral grouping 41 in the floral
holding material 22 and/or to assist in the arrangement of the
floral grouping 41.

Description of FIG. 5§

[0033] Referring now to FIG. 5, a floral holding material
60 is illustrated. The floral holding material 60 has an upper
end 62, a lower end 64 and an outer peripheral surface 66;
and the floral holding material 60 is constructed of a material
capable of receiving a floral grouping 68 such that the floral
grouping 68 is held and supported by the floral holding
material 60 without the need of a pot. The floral holding
material 60 shown in FIG. § has a generally cubical con-
figuration. However, it is to be understood that the floral
holding material 60 may have a generally rectangular con-
figuration or may be spherically shaped, semi-spherically
shaped, frustum shaped or have any other shape or configu-
ration desired in any particular application.

[0034] The floral holding material 60 may be the type of
material commonly referred to in the art as floral foam or
Oasis™, or may be soil or artificial soil or other earth
composition, so long as the material is capable of holding its
predetermined shape and capable of receiving and support-
ing the floral grouping 68 without a pot. The floral holding
material 60 may also be capable of receiving and holding
water for supplying water to the floral grouping 68 sup-
ported therein.

[0035] 1t should be understood that the floral holding
materials 22 and 60 hereinbefore described are merely
representative of materials that can be used in the practice of
the present invention and that the term “floral holding
material” as used herein encompasses any type of material
that is capable of holding its predetermined shape and
capable of receiving and supporting a floral grouping with-
out a pot. In addition, such materials are desirably capable
of receiving and holding water for supplying water to the
floral grouping supported therein.

Description of FIGS. 6-8

[0036] Referring now to FIGS. 6 and 7 and designated by
the general reference numeral 70 is a forming device used to
form the sheet of material 10 about at least a portion of the
peripheral sidewall 43 of the floral holding material 22 and
to maintain the sheet of material 10 about at least a portion
of the peripheral sidewall 43 of the floral holding material 22
during application of a band 74 so as to provide a decorative
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assembly 76 for a floral grouping (FIG. 8). The forming
device 70 includes a platform 78 having an upper support
surface 80 and an opening 82 extending through a portion of
the upper support surface 80, the opening 82 being sized and
configured to permit at least a portion of the floral holding
material 22 and the sheet of material 10 to be positioned
there through.

[0037] As more clearly shown in FIG. 6, the sheet of
material 10 is placed on the upper support surface 80 of the
platform 78 and positioned so that the sheet of material 10
generally is centered over the opening 82 in the platform 78.
The floral holding material 22 then is positioned generally
above the opening 82 in the platform 78 and above the sheet
of material 10. The floral holding material 22 then is moved
in a downwardly direction 84 to a position wherein the open
lower end 34 of the floral holding material 22 engages a
portion of the sheet of material 10, preferably a central
portion of the sheet of material 10. The floral holding
material 22 then further is moved in the downwardly direc-
tion 84 thereby pushing the floral holding material 22, along
with a portion of the sheet of material 10, generally in the
downwardly direction 84 and through the opening 82 in the
platform 78 of the forming device 70. The floral holding
material 22 with the sheet of material 10 formed about at
least a portion thereof further is moved in the downwardly
direction 84 to position the floral holding material 22 at a
predetermined position within the opening 82 in the forming
device 70 whereby the sheet of material 10 covers the lower
end 34 of the floral holding material 22 and is positioned
generally about at least a portion of the peripheral sidewall
43 of the floral holding material 22. In this position, as
shown in FIG. 7, the sheet of material 10 extends about and
covers a substantial portion of the floral holding material 22,
leaving the open upper end 46 of the floral holding material
22 substantially uncovered so that a bloom or flower portion
86 of the floral grouping 41 extends outwardly from the open
upper end 46 of the floral holding material 22 (FIG. 8).

[0038] The band 74 is applied about the sheet of material
10 and positioned either around a portion of the floral
holding material 22 in close proximity to the open upper end
46 of the floral holding material 22 (FIG. 7) or at a position
above the floral holding material 22 (FIG. 7A) so as to
provide the decorative assembly 76 for the floral grouping
41 (FIGS. 8 and 8A). That is, the decorative assembly 76 is
formed from the sheet of material 10 and the floral holding
material 22 wherein the sheet of material 10 formed about at
least a portion of the peripheral sidewall 43 of the floral
holding material 22 such that the open upper end 46 of the
floral holding material 22 remains uncovered by the sheet of
material 10. After the band 74 has been applied about the
sheet of material 10 disposed about at least a portion of the
floral holding material 22, the decorative assembly 76 hav-
ing the floral grouping 41 supported therein is moved in an
upwardly direction 88 (FIG. 7) to remove the same from the
forming device 70.

[0039] A crimped portion 90 (FIG. 8) is formed in the
sheet of material 10 near the open upper end 46 of the floral
holding material 22. The crimped portion 90 is formed by
crimping together portions of the sheet of material 10
formed about the floral holding material 22. In FIG. 8, the
crimped portion 90 is formed below and substantially adja-
cent the open upper end 46 of the floral holding material 22
by placing the band 74 about a portion of the sheet of
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material 10 with the band 74 gathering or bringing together
portions of the sheet of material 10. However, it is to be
understood that the crimped portion 90 could be formed only
in portions of the sheet of material 10, thereby forming
circumferentially spaced apart crimped portions, if desired
in a particular application; or, the crimped portion 90 could
be formed above the open upper end 46 of the floral holding
material 22 in the same manner as herein after described
with reference to the floral holding material 60 (see FIG.
8A).

[0040] A portion of the sheet of material 10 extends a
distance above and beyond the crimped portion 90 to form
a skirt 92 (FIG. 8) extending circumferentially about the
open upper end 46 of the floral holding material 22 and
circumferentially about at least a portion of the stem portion
52 of the floral grouping 41, substantially as shown in FIG.
8.

[0041] The term “band” as used herein means any material
which may be positioned about the sheet of material 10 to
secure the sheet of material 10 about at least a portion of a
peripheral sidewall or outer peripheral surface of a floral
holding material, such as the peripheral sidewall 43 of the
floral holding material 22 and the outer peripheral surface 66
of the floral holding material 60. Thus, the term “band” as
used herein refers to elastic bands or rubber bands and
includes any other type of material such as string, ribbon,
metal, rubber, or plastic which may be used to secure a sheet
of material about a floral holding material to provide a
decorative assembly for a floral grouping in accordance with
the present invention.

[0042] The band 74 employed to secure the sheet of
material 10 about a floral holding material, such as the floral
holding materials 22 and 60, can be applied either manually
or automatically. For example, the sheet of material 10 can
be placed about the floral holding material 22, and then the
floral holding material 22 having the sheet of material 10
formed thereabout can be placed in a banding applicator.
Thus, after the floral holding material 22 with the sheet of
material 10 extended thereabout is placed in the banding
applicator, the operator takes a band and positions it about
the sheet of material 10.

[0043] Band applicators which may be employed in the
practice of the present invention and which are capable of
applying a band about the sheet of material 10 to secure the
sheet of material 10 about the floral holding material 22 as
described herein are commercially available, such as “Band-
Master”, a band applicator available from Rubber Band
Technology Limited of Yakima, Wash.

[0044] To automatically band the sheet of material 10
about the floral holding material 22, the floral holding
material 22 with the sheet of material 10 extended there-
about is placed in the banding machine and the banding
machine is activated to automatically place the band 74
about the sheet of material 10. A system for automatically
placing a band about a sheet of material disposed about a
flower pot is disclosed in co-pending application U.S. Ser.
No. 09/012,907 filed Jan. 23, 1998, entitled “BAND APPLI-
CATOR FOR APPLYING A BAND ABOUT A SHEET OF
MATERIAL AND A POT”, the disclosure of which is
hereby expressly incorporated herein by reference. This
system can be utilized for automatically placing the band 74
about the sheet of material 10 in accordance with the present
invention.
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[0045] 1t should also be understood that the sheet of
material 10 can be placed about the floral holding material
22, and then the floral holding material 22 having the sheet
of material 10 formed thereabout can be placed in a holding
device including a band holder. The floral holding material
22 with the sheet of material 10 extended thereabout is
placed in the holding device, and the operator takes a band
from the band holder and pulls it over the holding device and
onto the sheet of material 10.

[0046] As shown in FIG. 8, the floral grouping 41 has the
stem portion 52 and the bloom or flower portion 86. A
portion of the stem portion 52 of the floral grouping 41
extends into the internal chamber 42 of the floral holding
material 22; and the bloom or flower portion 86 of the floral
grouping 41 extends a distance above the floral holding
material 22.

[0047] The term “floral grouping” as used herein means
cut fresh flowers, artificial flowers, a single flower, other
fresh and/or artificial plants or other floral materials and may
include other secondary plants and/or ornamentation which
add to the aesthetics of the overall floral grouping.

[0048] 1t is to be understood that while the formation of
the decorative assembly 76 about the floral holding material
22 utilizing the sheet of material 10, the forming device 70
and the band 74 has been described above, the same pro-
cedures and devices can be employed to form a decorative
cover about the floral holding material 60 or any other
typical floral holding material.

Description of FIGS. 9-11

[0049] Referring now to FIGS. 9-11, the formation of a
decorative assembly 100 for a floral grouping (FIG. 11)
formed about the floral holding material 60 (FIG. 5) utiliz-
ing the sheet of material 10 (FIG. 1) and the forming device
70 (as described previously with respect to FIGS. 6 and 7)
will now be described. As more clearly shown in FIG. 9, the
sheet of material 10 is placed on the upper support surface
80 of the platform 78 of the forming device 70 and posi-
tioned so that the sheet of material 10 generally is centered
over the opening 82 in the platform 78 of the forming device
70. The floral holding material 60 is then positioned gener-
ally above the opening 82 in the platform 78 of the forming
device 70 and above the sheet of material 10. The floral
holding material 60 then is moved in the downwardly
direction 84 to a position wherein the lower end 64 of the
floral holding material 60 engages a portion of the sheet of
material 10, preferably a central portion of the sheet of
material 10. The floral holding material 60 is further moved
in the downwardly direction 84, thereby pushing the floral
holding material 60, along with a portion of the sheet of
material 10, generally in the downwardly direction 84 and
through the opening 82 in the platform 78 of the forming
device 70 to position the floral holding material 60 at a
predetermined position within the opening 82 in the forming
device 70 whereby the sheet of material 10 is positioned
generally about at least a portion of the outer peripheral
surface 66 of the floral holding material 60. In this position,
as shown in FIG. 10, the sheet of material 10 extends about
and covers a substantial portion of the floral holding material
60, leaving the upper end 62 of the floral holding material 60
substantially uncovered so that a bloom or flower portion
104 of the floral grouping 68 extends outwardly from the
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upper end 62 of the floral holding material 60; and a lower
portion 106 of a stem portion 108 of the floral grouping 68
extends into the floral holding material 60.

[0050] As shown in FIG. 11, a crimped portion 110 is
formed above the upper end 62 of the floral holding material
60 by placing the band 74 about a portion of the sheet of
material 10 with the band 74 gathering or bringing together
portions of the sheet of material 10. As shown in FIG. 10,
after the band 74 has been applied about the sheet of material
10 disposed about at least a portion of the floral holding
material 60, the floral holding material 60 having the sheet
of material 10 secured thereabout by the band 74 is moved
in the upwardly direction 88 to remove the decorative
assembly 100 from the forming device 70.

[0051] Alternatively, the sheet of material 10 can be
crimped by hand to form the crimped portion 110, and
thereafter the band 74, such as a ribbon or string can be tied
about the crimped portion 110 so as to provide the decorative
assembly 100 for the floral grouping 68. That is, the sheet of
material 10 is disposed about at least a portion of the outer
peripheral surface 66 of the floral holding material 60 such
that at least a portion of the upper end 62 of the floral holding
material 60 remains uncovered by the sheet of material 10.

[0052] A portion of the sheet of material 10 extends a
distance above and beyond the crimped portion 110 and
forms a skirt 112 (FIG. 11) extending circumferentially
about the upper end 62 of the floral holding material 60 and
circumferentially about at least a portion of the floral group-
ing 68 substantially as shown.

[0053] The band 74, as hereinbefore described, can be
applied about the sheet of material 10 to secure same about
the floral holding material 60 and thereby provide the
decorative assembly 100, either automatically utilizing the
commercially available automatic or semi-automatic band-
ing machines herein before identified, or manually. Further,
the band 74 can be disposed about a portion of the sheet of
material 10 extending about the outer peripheral surface 66
of the floral holding material 60; or the band 74 can be
applied to a portion of the sheet of material 10 extending
above the upper end 62 of the floral holding material 60,
when the band 70 is applied about the portion of the sheet
of material 10 extending above the upper end 62 of the floral
holding material 60, care should be exercised to insure that
at least a portion of the upper end 62 of the floral holding
material 60 remains uncovered by the sheet of material 10.

Description of FIG. 12

[0054] Referring now to FIG. 12, a diagrammatic repre-
sentation of a roll of material 120 and a cutting apparatus
122 is provided which is capable of providing sheets of
material 10a which can be employed in the production of the
decorative assemblies for floral groupings constructed in
accordance with the present invention. The sheet of material
10a is similar in construction to the sheet of material 10
herein before described in detail with reference to FIG. 1.
Thus, no further discussion or characterization of the sheet
of material 10a or its use in accordance with the present
invention is believed necessary for one skilled in the art to
understand and practice the present invention.

[0055] The roll of material 120 is supported on a shaft 124
such that material 126 can be withdrawn from the roll of
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material 120 until a predetermined length of material 126
has been withdrawn. In this position, a portion of the
material 126 is disposed under a knife edge 128 of the
cutting apparatus 122. The knife edge 128 is connected to an
actuator 130 of the cutting apparatus 122 so that the knife
edge 128 can be moved in a first direction 132 and a second
direction 134 in response to activation of the actuator 130.
When the predetermined length of material 126 has been
withdrawn from the roll of material 120, the actuator 130 is
actuated to move the knife edge 128 in the first direction 132
to a position wherein the knife edge 128 severingly engages
the material 126 to cut same from the roll of material 120
and thereby provide the sheet of material 10a. After the knife
edge 128 has cuttingly severed the sheet of material 10a
from the roll of material 120, the actuator 130 is actuated to
move the knife edge 128 in the second direction 134 to a
storage position disposed above the material 126. It should
be understood that the cutting apparatus 122 may further
include a hydraulic or pneumatic cylinder or gear arrange-
ment suitable for moving the knife edge 128 in the first and
second direction 132 and 134, respectively.

Description of FIG. 13

[0056] Referring now to FIG. 13, shown therein is a sheet
of material 105 which is similar to the sheet of material 10
shown and described herein before with reference to FIG. 1,
except the sheet of material 105 has a bonding material 140
disposed thereon. Thus, the sheet of material 10b has an
upper surface 12b, a lower surface 14H, and an outer
periphery 16b. The bonding material 140 is disposed on at
least a portion of the upper surface 12b of the sheet of
material 10b. The bonding material 140 may extend circum-
ferentially about the sheet of material 10b; or, the bonding
material 140 may be substantially centrally disposed on the
upper surface 125 of the sheet of material 10b; or, a portion
of the bonding material 140 may extend circumferentially
about the sheet of material 10b and another portion of the
bonding material 140 may be substantially centrally dis-
posed on the upper surface 12b of the sheet of material 10b.
It should be noted that, although the bonding material 140
may be in the form of spots or spaced apart strips, and the
spots or strips may be of any geometric shape desired in a
particular application.

[0057] The term “bonding material” as used herein means
an adhesive, preferably a pressure sensitive adhesive, or a
cohesive. Where the bonding material is a cohesive, a
similar cohesive material must be placed on the adjacent
surface of the floral holding material, such as the floral
holding material 22 and 60, for bondingly contacting and
bondingly engaging with the cohesive material. The term
“bonding material” also includes materials which are heat
sealable and, in this instance, the adjacent portions of the
material must be brought into contact and then heat must be
applied to effect the seal. The term “bonding material” as
used herein also means a heat sealing lacquer which may be
applied to the sheet of material and, in this instance, heat
also must be applied to effect the sealing. The term “bonding
material” as used herein means any type of material or thing
which can be used to effect the bonding or connecting of the
two adjacent portions of the material or sheet of material to
effect the connection or bonding described herein.

[0058] In operation, the sheet of material 105 is formed
about at least a portion of a peripheral sidewall or an outer
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peripheral surface of a floral holding material in the same
manner that the sheet of material is formed about the
peripheral sidewall 43 of the floral holding material 22 and
the outer peripheral surface 66 of the floral holding material
60 herein before described. However, when the sheet of
material 106 is formed about a floral holding material,
overlapping portions of the sheet of material 105, as well as
the crimped portion formed in the sheet of material during
the formation of the decorative assembly (such as the
decorative assemblies 76 and 100 herein before described)
are bonded via the bonding material 140.

[0059] Changes may be made in the construction and the
operation of the various components, elements and assem-
blies described herein and changes may be made in the steps
or the sequence of steps of the methods described herein
without departing from the spirit and scope of the invention
as defined in the following claims.

What is claimed is:

1. A decorative assembly for supporting a floral grouping
having a stem portion and a bloom portion, the decorative
assembly comprising a floral holding material, a sheet of
material and a band, the decorative assembly formed by a
method comprising the steps of:

providing a floral holding material having an open upper
end, an open lower end and a peripheral sidewall
defining an internal chamber extending between the
open upper end and the open lower end thereof, the
floral holding material being capable of maintaining a
predetermined configuration as well as being capable of
receiving and supporting the floral grouping;

providing a sheet of material;

providing a forming device adapted to form the sheet of
material about the open lower end and at least a portion
of the peripheral sidewall of the floral holding material;

forming the sheet of material about the open lower end
and at least a portion of the peripheral sidewall of the
floral holding material with the forming device
whereby the sheet of material encompasses the open
lower end and at least a portion of the peripheral
sidewall of the floral holding material;

providing a band; and

positioning the band about the sheet of material so as to
secure the sheet of material about the open lower end
and at least a portion of the peripheral sidewall of the
floral holding material.

2. The decorative assembly of claim 1 wherein, in the step
of positioning the band about the sheet of material, the band
is automatically positioned about a portion of the sheet of
material disposed about the peripheral sidewall of the floral
holding material.

3. The decorative assembly of claim 2 wherein the open
upper end of the floral holding material remains substan-
tially uncovered by the sheet of material.

4. The decorative assembly of claim 1 wherein, in the step
of positioning the band about the sheet of material, the band
is automatically positioned about a portion of the sheet of
material disposed above the open upper end of the floral
holding material.
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5. The decorative assembly of claim 4 wherein the band
is automatically positioned a portion of the sheet of material
disposed about a portion of the stem portion of the floral
grouping.

6. The decorative assembly of claim 1 wherein, in the step
of positioning the band about the sheet of material, the band
is positioned about a portion of the sheet of material dis-
posed about the peripheral sidewall of the floral holding
material.

7. The decorative assembly of claim 6 wherein the open
upper end of the floral holding material remains substan-
tially uncovered by the sheet of material.

8. The decorative assembly of claim 1 wherein, in the step
of positioning the band about the sheet of material, the band
is positioned about a portion of the sheet of material dis-
posed above the open upper end of the floral holding
material.

9. The decorative assembly of claim 8 wherein the band
is positioned about a portion of the sheet of material dis-
posed about a portion of the stem portion of the floral
grouping.

10. The decorative assembly of claim 1 wherein a portion
of the stem portion of the floral grouping is disposed within
the internal chamber of the floral holding material such that
the bloom portion of the floral grouping extends above the
open upper end of the floral holding material and wherein
the portion of the stem portion of the floral grouping is
disposed within the internal chamber of the floral holding
material prior to forming the sheet of material about at least
a portion of the peripheral sidewall of the floral holding
material.

11. The decorative assembly of claim 1 wherein a portion
of the stem portion of the floral grouping is disposed within
the internal chamber of the floral holding material such that
the bloom portion of the floral grouping extends above the
open upper end of the floral holding material and wherein
the portion of the stem portion of the floral grouping is
disposed within the internal chamber of the floral holding
material after positioning the band about the sheet of mate-
rial.

12. The decorative assembly of claim 1 wherein, in the
step of providing a sheet of material, the sheet of material is
further defined as being substantially fluid impermeable.

13. The decorative assembly of claim 12 wherein fluid is
disposed into the internal chamber of the floral holding
material and retained therein by the sheet of fluid imperme-
able material.

14. The decorative assembly of claim 1 wherein, in the
step of providing a forming device, the forming device is
further defined as comprising a platform having an upper
support surface and an opening extending through at least a
portion of the upper support surface.

15. The decorative assembly of claim 14 wherein the step
of forming the sheet of material about the open lower end
and at least a portion of the peripheral sidewall of the floral
holding material with the forming device is further defined
as comprising the steps of:

disposing the sheet of material upon the upper support
surface of the forming device such that a portion of the
sheet of material is disposed over the opening in the
forming device; and

moving the floral holding material into engagement with
the sheet of material and through the opening in the
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forming device for forming the sheet of material about
the open lower end and at least a portion of the
peripheral sidewall of the floral holding material.

16. Adecorative assembly for supporting a floral grouping
having a stem portion and a bloom portion, the decorative
assembly comprising a floral holding material, a sheet of
material and a band, the decorative assembly formed by a
method comprising the steps of:

providing a floral holding material having an open upper
end, an open lower end and an outer peripheral surface,
the floral holding material having a predetermined
configuration and the floral holding material capable of
maintaining its predetermined configuration as well as
being capable of receiving and supporting a floral
grouping;

providing a sheet of material;

providing a forming device adapted to form the sheet of
material about the open lower end and at least a portion
of the outer peripheral surface of the floral holding
material;

forming the sheet of material about the open lower end
and at least a portion of the outer peripheral surface of
the floral holding material with the forming device
whereby the sheet of material encompasses the open
lower end and at least a portion of the outer peripheral
surface of the floral holding material;

providing a band; and

positioning the band about the sheet of material so as to
secure the sheet of material about at least the open
lower end and at least a portion of the outer peripheral
surface of the floral holding material.

17. The decorative assembly of claim 16 wherein, in the
step of positioning the band about the sheet of material, the
band is automatically positioned about a portion of the sheet
of material disposed about the open lower end and the outer
peripheral surface of the floral holding material.

18. The decorative assembly of claim 17 wherein the open
upper end of the floral holding material remains substan-
tially uncovered by the sheet of material.

19. The decorative assembly of claim 16 wherein, in the
step of positioning the band about the sheet of material, the
band is automatically positioned about a portion of the sheet
of material disposed above the open upper end of the floral
holding material.

20. The decorative assembly of claim 19 wherein the band
is automatically positioned about a portion of the sheet of
material disposed about a portion of the stem portion of the
floral grouping.

21. The decorative assembly of claim 16 wherein, in the
step of positioning the band about the sheet of material, the
band is positioned about a portion of the sheet of material
disposed about the outer peripheral surface of the floral
holding material.

22. The decorative assembly of claim 21 wherein the open
upper end of the floral holding material remains substan-
tially uncovered by the sheet of material.

23. The decorative assembly of claim 16 wherein, in the
step of positioning the band about the sheet of material, the
band is positioned about a portion of the sheet of material
disposed above the open upper end of the floral holding
material.
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24. The decorative assembly of claim 23 wherein the band
is positioned about a portion of the sheet of material dis-
posed about a portion of the stem portion of the floral
grouping.

25. The decorative assembly of claim 16 wherein a
portion of the stem portion of the floral grouping is disposed
in the floral holding material prior to forming the sheet of
material about the open lower end and at least a portion of
the outer peripheral surface of the floral holding material.

26. The decorative assembly of claim 16 wherein a
portion of the stem portion of the floral grouping is disposed
in the floral holding material after positioning the band about
the sheet of material.

27. The decorative assembly of claim 16 wherein, in the
step of providing a forming device, the forming device is
further defined as comprising a platform having an upper
support surface and an opening extending through at least a
portion of the upper support surface.

28. The decorative assembly of claim 27 wherein the step
of forming the sheet of material about the open lower end
and at least a portion of the peripheral sidewall of the floral
holding material with the forming device is further defined
as comprising the steps of:

disposing the sheet of material upon the upper support
surface of the forming device such that a portion of the
sheet of material is disposed over the opening in the
forming device; and

moving the floral holding material into engagement with
the sheet of material and through the opening in the
forming device for forming the sheet of material about
the open lower end and at least a portion of the
peripheral sidewall of the floral holding material.

29. A decorative assembly for supporting a floral grouping
having a stem portion and a bloom portion, the decorative
assembly comprising a floral holding material, a sheet of
material and a band, the decorative assembly formed by a
method comprising the steps of:

providing a floral holding material having an open upper
end, an open lower end and a peripheral sidewall
defining an internal chamber extending between the
open upper end and the open lower end thereof, the
floral holding material having a substantially conically-
shaped predetermined configuration and the floral hold-
ing material capable of maintaining its predetermined
configuration as well as being capable of receiving and
supporting the floral grouping;

providing a sheet of material;

forming the sheet of material about the open lower end
and at least a portion of the peripheral sidewall of the
floral holding material whereby the sheet of material
encompasses the open lower end and at least a portion
of the peripheral sidewall of the floral holding material;

providing a band; and

positioning the band about the sheet of material so as to

secure the sheet of material about the open lower end

and at least a portion of the peripheral sidewall of the
floral holding material.

30. The decorative assembly of claim 29 wherein, in the

step of positioning the band about the sheet of material, the
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band is positioned about a portion of the sheet of material
disposed about the peripheral sidewall of the floral holding
material.

31. The decorative assembly of claim 30 wherein the open
upper end of the floral holding material remains substan-
tially uncovered by the sheet of material.

32. The decorative assembly of claim 29 wherein, in the
step of positioning the band about the sheet of material, the
band is positioned about a portion of the sheet of material
disposed above the open upper end of the floral holding
material.

33. The decorative assembly of claim 32 wherein the band
is positioned about a portion of the sheet of material dis-
posed about a portion of the stem portion of the floral
grouping.

34. The decorative assembly of claim 29 wherein a
portion of the stem portion of the floral grouping is disposed
within the internal chamber of the floral holding material
such that the bloom portion of the floral grouping extends
above the open upper end of the floral holding material and
wherein the portion of the stem portion of the floral grouping
is disposed within the internal chamber of the floral holding
material prior to forming the sheet of material about at least
a portion of the peripheral sidewall of the floral holding
material.

35. The decorative assembly of claim 29 wherein a
portion of the stem portion of the floral grouping is disposed
within the internal chamber of the floral holding material
such that the bloom portion of the floral grouping extends
above the open upper end of the floral holding material and
wherein the portion of the stem portion of the floral grouping
is disposed within the internal chamber of the floral holding
material after positioning the band about the sheet of mate-
rial.

36. The decorative assembly of claim 29 wherein a
portion of the stem portion of the floral grouping is disposed
in the floral holding material prior to forming the sheet of
material about the open lower end and at least a portion of
the peripheral sidewall of the floral holding material.

37. The decorative assembly of claim 29 wherein a
portion of the stem portion of the floral grouping is disposed
in the floral holding material after positioning the band about
the sheet of material.

38. The decorative assembly of claim 29 wherein, in the
step of providing a sheet of material, the sheet of material is
further defined as being substantially fluid impermeable.

39. The decorative assembly of claim 38 wherein fluid is
disposed into the internal chamber of the floral holding
material and retained therein by the sheet of material.

40. A decorative assembly for supporting a floral grouping
having a stem portion and a bloom portion, the decorative
assembly comprising a floral holding material, a sheet of
material and a band, the decorative assembly formed by a
method comprising the steps of:

providing a floral holding material having an open upper
end, an open lower end and an outer peripheral surface,
the floral holding material having a predetermined
configuration and the floral holding material capable of
maintaining its predetermined configuration as well as
being capable of receiving and supporting a floral
grouping;

providing a sheet of material;
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forming the sheet of material about the open lower end
and at least a portion of the outer peripheral surface of
the floral holding material whereby the sheet of mate-
rial encompasses the open lower end and at least a
portion of the outer peripheral surface of the floral
holding material;

providing a band; and

positioning the band about the sheet of material so as to
secure the sheet of material about at least the open
lower end and at least a portion of the outer peripheral
surface of the floral holding material.

41. The decorative assembly of claim 40 wherein, in the
step of positioning the band about the sheet of material, the
band is positioned about a portion of the sheet of material
disposed about the outer peripheral surface of the floral
holding material.

42. The decorative assembly of claim 41 wherein the open
upper end of the floral holding material remains substan-
tially uncovered by the sheet of material.

43. The decorative assembly of claim 40 wherein, in the
step of positioning the band about the sheet of material, the
band is positioned about a portion of the sheet of material
disposed above the open upper end of the floral holding
material.

44. The decorative assembly of claim 43 wherein the band
is positioned about a portion of the sheet of material dis-
posed about a portion of the stem portion of the floral

grouping.
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45. The decorative assembly of claim 40 wherein a
portion of the stem portion of the floral grouping is disposed
in the floral holding material prior to forming the sheet of
material about the open lower end and at least a portion of
the outer peripheral surface of the floral holding material.

46. The decorative assembly of claim 40 wherein a
portion of the stem portion of the floral grouping is disposed
in the floral holding material after positioning the band about
the sheet of material.

47. The decorative assembly of claim 40 wherein a
portion of the stem portion of the floral grouping is disposed
within the floral holding material such that the bloom
portion of the floral grouping extends upwardly therefrom
and wherein the portion of the stem portion of the floral
grouping is disposed within the floral holding material prior
to forming the sheet of material about at least a portion of the
peripheral sidewall of the floral holding material.

48. The decorative assembly of claim 40 wherein a
portion of the stem portion of the floral grouping is disposed
within the floral holding material such that the bloom
portion of the floral grouping extends upwardly therefrom
and wherein the portion of the stem portion of the floral
grouping is disposed within the floral holding material after
positioning the band about the sheet of material.



