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?o (li, whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, BERNARDJ.TUMELTY, 

a citizen of the United States, residing at Ar 
gentine, in the county of Wyandotte and State 
of Kansas, have invented certain new and use 
ful Improvements in String-Cutting Devices, 
of which the following is a specification. 
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My invention relates to string-cutting de 
vices, and more especially to a device of this 
character in the form of an attachment for 
lead-pencils to enable one whose business fre 
quently requires the severance of a string to 
have conveniently at hand at all times a string 
cutting device. 
A further object is to produce a device of 

this character which can be easily and quickly 
placed upon or removed from a pencil and 
which is of simple, durable, and cheap con 
struction. 
To these ends the invention consists in cer 

tain novel and peculiar features of construc 
tion and organization, as hereinafter de 
scribed and claimed, and in order that it may 
be fully understood reference is to be had to 
the accompanying drawings, in which 

Figure I is a perspective view of a lead 
pencil equipped with a string-cutting attach 
ment embodying my invention. Fig. 2 is an 
enlarged central cross-section of the same. 
Fig. 3 is an enlarged central longitudinal sec 
tion of the attachment and shows a portion 
of the pencil in elevation, the parts being on 
the same scale as in Fig. 2. Fig. 4 is a cen 
tral cross-section of a modified construction. 

In carrying out the invention I preferably 
employ a sheet of resilient metal of elongated 
rectangular form and bend the Salme near and 
parallel with each end margin to provide a 
pair of opposite jaws 1, segmental in cross 
section, said jaws being struck from equal 
radii. The plate is then bent along its lon 
gitudinal center, as at 2, so as to produce a 
pair of arms 3, which diverge slightly from 
bending-point 2 and disposes the jaws in such 
relation that they shall approximately form 
more than half a circle. 
The arms 3 are provided with a slot or re 

cess 4, which opens through the central bend 
2 and which is of greater length inward of 
than at the point where it opens through said 
bent portion 2, so as to provide guide-walls 

5, which diverge toward the said jaws and 
intersect the cutting edge of a blade 6, fitting 
snugly between the arms 3 and riveted there 
to, as at 7, or otherwise secured, the rivet or 
blade - securing means incidentally forming 
the fulcrum-point for the spring-jaws. 
The parts are so proportioned that the jaws 

have to be sprung outward slightly to per 
mit a lead-pencil 8 to be slipped between 
them, and their resiliency is such that the 
attachment is held reliably upon the pencil 
and in position to quickly and easily sever 
a string as the latter is introduced into said 
slot or recess and drawn against the knife or 
blade. In such action the string, if a strong 
one, will slide along the knife-edge until it 
wedges between such edge and one of the in 
tersecting guide-walls 5, where its complete 
severance is effected, the intersecting rela 
tion between the blade and said guide-walls 
preventing accidental disengagement of the 
string, as will be readily understood. 

In Fig. 4 instead of showing a spring-metal 
plate bent to form the resilient jaws Ishow a 
cast-metal plate having a single jaw 1 and a 
single arm 3, provided with a slot or recess 4, 
having the diverging guide-walls 5, and to 
said arm Isecure the knife or blade 6 by means 
of the rivet 7. In this case, however, the 
blade is formed with a spring-jaw extension 
9, corresponding to one of the spring-jaws 1. 
of the preferred construction, said spring 
jaw 9 acting to clamp upon the lead-pencil 
and hold the attachment at the desired point. 
From the above description it will be ap 

parent that I have produced a string-cutting 
attachment for lead-pencils or analogous de 
vices which embodies the features of advan 
tage enumerated as desirable in the state 
ment of invention and which obviously may 
be modified in some particulars without de 
parting from the principle of construction in 
volved. 
Having thus described the invention, what 

I claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters 
Patent, is 
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1. A string-cutting attachment, comprising 
a slotted portion or arm, a pair of jaws seg 
mental in cross-section one of which at least 
is resilient, and a knife or blade bridging the 
slot of said arm. 
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2. A string-cutting attachment, comprising 
a slotted arm or portion, a pair of jaws of seg 
mental form in cross-section, one of which at 
least is resilient, and a knife or blade bridg 
ing the slot of said arm or portion and hav 
ing its cutting edge converging with respect 
to the contiguous edges or walls of said slot. 

3. A string-cutting attachment, comprising 
an arm having a slot-opening through its 
front edge and of greatest length some dis 
tance from said edge, a pair of jaws segmental 
in cross-section, one of which at least is re 
silient, and a knife or blade bridging said 
slot and having its cutting edge intersecting 
the longest portion thereof and converging 
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with the edges of the slot which extend through 
the front edge of the arm. 

4. A string-cutting attachment, comprising 
a plate bent to form a pair of arms having a 
slot or recess through said bent portion, and 
a pair of spring-jaws segmental in cross-sec 
tion, and a knife or blade secured between 
said arms and having its cutting edge bridg 
ing said slot or recess. 

In testimony whereof I affix my signature 
in the presence of two witnesses. 

BERNARD J. TUMIELTY. 
Witnesses: 

II. C. RODGERS, 
G. Y. THORPE. 
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