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My invention relates to a bathing suit. 
Bathing Suits, especially for women, are now 

almost entirely made of woven fabrics, and the 
tendency has been toward tight fitting bathing 
Suits. The most modern and elegant bathing suits for 
Women are made of an elastic woven fabric, such 
fabric enabling the making of better and more 
tightly fitting suits than would be possible with 
Substantially non-stretchable or inelastic fabric, 
while providing more comfort and freedom of 
movement. Usually, if not necessarily, the elastic fabric is 
So cut and assembled into the bathing suit, that 
the suit will stretch laterally rather than ver 
tically. One common fault of the bathing suit 
made of elastic fabric-and such fault is also 
common in Suits made of knitted or Woven fab 
rics-is that the bust is often partly exposed 
through the arm openings or holes, and the suit : 
does not cling well to the body along its upper 
edge along the back. The object of my invention 
is primarily to provide a bathing suit which will 
lack this common fault, in that the bust will be 
Well or adequately covered and the suit Will cling 
Well to the body along the upper edge along 
the back. 
Another fault of the bathing suit made of 

WOven fabric, and even that made of elastic 
fabric, is that the free movement of the arms, 
when one is in the act of swimming, is im 
peded, as the Suit, while capable of stretching 
laterally, is practically incapable of stretching 
Vertically. Again, my improved bathing suit will 
cure this fault, to a very great extent. 

Still another fault of the usual bathing suit, 
especially when made of elastic material, is that 
when the Suit fits tightly, the female form below 
the abdomen is often quite faithfully delineated, 
to the embarrassment of the wearer. This ob 
jectionable feature of a tightly-fitting bathing 
Suit is to a considerable extent removed in a 
bathing Suit made in accordance with my inven 
tion. In the drawing, wherein like numerals of ref. 
erence indicate corresponding parts in the various 
figures, there is disclosed the preferred form of a 
bathing Suit, made in accordance with the pres 
ent invention. 

Figure i is a front view of the suit, part of the 
front panel being broken away; and 

Figure 2 is a rear view of Figure 1. 
The bathing suit may take the form of a flar 

ing skirt O, extending above the waistline to pro 
wide a bust-covering portion , the whole adapted 
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2 
to fit the female form tightly around the bust, 
Waistline and hipS. Conveniently, as shown, the garment may be 
made of a central, front panel 2, and a second 
panel 3, stitched to the front panel 2 along 
seams 4. The front panel includes the bust 
covering portion f, which, preferably, is com 
prised of two sections or panels 5-5, stitched 
together along a seam 6 and stitched to the 
panel 2 along curved seams - . The panel 
A3, which may be termed the rear panel is shaped 
at the top to provide a low, curved back (see Fig 
ure 2), and to pass under the arms. The bust 
covering portion , which comprises the two 
panels 5-5, may be made as disclosed in my 
Canadian application, S. N. 507,914, filed Novem 
ber 8, 1943. Preferably, the material of which the garment 
is made, is an elastic fabric, and the panels are 
so cut and assembled together that the elasticity 
of the fabric is in a lateral direction, thus enabling 
the garment to fit tightly around the body, and 
permitting of the garment being slipped up over 
the hips. Preferably, a suitable brassière 2 is provided, 
as shown in Figure 2. The brassiere shown is 
that disclosed in the said Canadian application, 
S. N. 507,914, and includes elastic bands 20A, de 
fining at least part of the lower edge of the 
brassière. To properly cover the body under and below 
the skirt 0, the rear panel 3 has stitched thereto, 
along a rear seam 2, a crotch piece. 22. The 
crotch piece is Stitched, along a seam 23, to a 
front piece 24, which is stitched at both sides to 
the front and rear panels 2 and 3, along the 
seams 4 aforesaid. The piece 24 is cut to provide 
two edges 25, one on each side of the crotch piece 
22, which define with the lower edge of the rear 
panel 3 and with the crotch piece 22, leg open 
ings 26. The crotch piece 22 and the piece 24, 
are made of the same material or fabric as the 
panels 2 and 3, and they are so cut and as 
sembled that the elasticity of the piece 24 is 
lateral, whereas the elasticity of the crotch piece 
is upwardly. By so arranging or disposing the 
two co-operating pieces 22 and 24, it will be 
found that the crotch piece 22 does not cling 
too intimately to the female form below the 
abdomen, or at least does not mould itself faith 
fully to the form, thus saving the wearer em 
barraSSment. The upper edge of the piece 24 is free of the 
front panel 2, but is stitched along a Seam 28 to 
a piece 27, of loose woven and cheap fabric, which 
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is stitched to the seams 4-4 and 7-7 afore 
said. 
The Crotch piece 22 and piece 24 Will provide 

comfortable and elastic coverage for the body, 
Where it otherwise Would be exposed under and 
below the skirt, and as already stated, Will not 
offend one's modesty. 
In order that the garment may provide a de 

quate cover for the bust at or near the arms, and 
this is one of the principal features of the gar 
ment of the present invention, a band 30 of elastic 
fabric-the fabric having its elasticity length 
Wise of the band-is stitched to the upper edge 
of the panel 3, along a seam 3. 
defines the upper edge of the rear panel, to en 
gage the back along a curve and to pass under. 
the arms. The band is preferably extended above 
and beyond the panel to provide two shoulder 
straps 33, the free ends of which are formed with 
buttonholes 3 to button With buttons 35 secured 
to the rear panel 3, more particularly to the 
band 30, preferably at or about the ends of the 
elastic bands 28A of the brassière, which prefer 
ably are secured to the band 30, at Cr about the armpits. 

Preferably, and for the best results, the shoulder 
straps 33 may be made of inelastic fabric, stitched 
to opposite ends of the band 3 as at 35, that is, 
at a point above the shoulders. The use of an 
elastic band 3, as a foresaid, Will cause the gar 
ment to - cling to the body along the back and 
Under the arms, With the result that the bust. Will 
not be exposed. There Will also be greater free 
dom of action for the arms when one is-in the 
act of SWinning, especially When the band 30, 
Which is elastic or readily stretchable, extends 
Some distance above the shoulders. 
What I claim is: 
1. A lady's bathing suit having an upper por 

tion of fabric which is elastic horizontally of the 
Suit and Substantially inelastic vertically of the 
Suit, said upper portion having an upper edge 
extending a Cross the back and curving forwardly 
and upwardly to pass under the arms, and to 
extend upWardly along each side of the bust of 
the. Wearer, an elastic band having its elasticity 

The band 3. 
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4. 
lengthwise thereof secured along said upper edge, 
and shoulder Straps secured to opposite ends of 
Said elastic band arranged when secured over 
the Shoulders of a Wearer to apply tension to said 
elastic band to stretch said upper edge across the 
back of a Wearer in the direction of the horizontal 
elasticity of the fabric and to cause the vertically 
inelastic upwardly extending portions of the 
upper edge to snugly engage the body of the 
Wearer along each side of the bust. 

2. A lady's bathing Suit having an upper por 
tion of fabric which is elastic horizontally of the 
Stait and substantially inelastic vertically of the 
Suit, Said upper portion having an upper edge 
extending across the back and curving forwardly 
and lupWardly to pass under the arms and to ex 
tend upwardly along each side of the bust of a 
wearer, an elastic band having its elasticity 
lengthwise thereof secured along said upper edge, 
shoulder straps secured to opposite ends of said 
elastic band arranged when secured over the 
shoulders of a wearer to apply tension to said 
elastic band, said band acting in the direction 
of the horizontal elasticity of said upper edge 
a CrOSS the back of the Wearer and in the direc 
tion of Substantial inelasticity of the upwardly 
extending portions of said upper edge to cause 
Said portions to snugly engage the body of a 
Wearer and to effectively conceal the bust, and 
Ineans for renovably attaching the free ends 
of Said shoulder straps to the suit below the arms 
of the Wearer to augment the action of said elastic band. 

ROSE MARIE REID. 
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