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such as cans, jars, or bottles, and may grip the containers 
at one end or at both ends. 
The specific examples of the invention as herein shown 

and described are to be understood as being illustrative 
only. Various changes in structure will no doubt occur 
to those skilled in the art and will be understood as form 
ing a part of this invention insofar as they fall within the 
spirit and scope of the appended claims. 

I claim: 
1. A receptacle for retaining a plurality of containers 

or the like having annular enlargements at one end in side 
by-side substantially abutting and parallel relation; and 
comprising a substantially unsupported sheet of plastic 
material, said sheet of plastic material being resilient, 
deformable, and elastic and having a plurality of apertures 
therein, each of said apertures having a peripheral meas 
urement less than the periphery of the corresponding con 
tainer, the material at the edge of each aperture being 
circumferentially continuous and uninterrupted, the aper 
tures in the sheet being intended for association with the 
containers whereby such containers can be inserted 
through said apertures from a given direction when the 
material adjacent said apertures is stressed and deformed 
to form circumferentially continuous lips embracing said 
containers beneath said annular enlargements and resili 
ently gripping said containers, handle means associated 
with the sheet for lifting the receptacle, and said sheet of 
plastic material being provided with a weakened line adja 
cent each aperture with at least a portion thereof disposed 
outside of the container-contacting area of the lips when 
in stretched position with a container inserted there 
through, and a tab connected to said portion of each 
weakened line. 

2. A beverage or the like unit comprising a plurality 
of containers having curvilinear cross sections and annular 
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enlargements, and a sheet of substantially unsupported 
plastic material having a plurality of curvilinear apertures 
therein, said sheet of plastic material being resilient, de 
formable and elastic, the material at the edge of each 
aperture being circumferentially continuous and unin 
terrupted, the peripheral measurement of each aperture 
being less tham that of the corresponding containers 
whereby the containers, inserted axially through said 
apertures, stretch and deform the material adjacent the 
apertures into the form of axially directed necks engaging 
said containers below said enlargements and resiliently 
gripping the containers to resist withdrawal thereof with 
the containers depending from the sheet of plastic material 
in side-by-side abutting relation whereby to reinforce one 
another upon carrying of the unit, and said sheet of plastic 
material being provided with a weakened line adjacent 
each aperture with at least a portion thereof disposed out 
side of the stretched container-gripping necks, and a tab 
at the outer extremity of each weakened line. 

3. A beverage or the like unit as claimed in claim 2, 
wherein the weakened lines start outside of the axially 
directed stretched necks and terminate within the said 
necks. 
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