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(54)  Pointed-position  detecting  apparatus  and  method 

(57)  A  pointed-position  detecting  apparatus  where 
image  output  unit  visually  displays  an  image,  and  image 
input  unit  inputs  the  displayed  visible  image.  The  input 
visible  image  is  stored  into  memory  as  an  original 
image.  The  visible  image  is  partially  changed  by  using  a 
manipulation  device  such  as  a  laser  pointer  or  a  point- 
ing  rod,  and  the  visible  image  with  the  partially-changed 
area  is  inputted  from  the  image  input  unit.  Controller 

extract  the  changed  image  area  from  the  input  visible 
image,  and  detects  a  pointed  position  based  on  the 
changed  image  area.  Thus,  the  phenomenon  where  a 
user's  action  with  respect  to  a  displayed  image  is 
reflected  as  a  change  in  the  image  is  utilized  to  detect 
coordinates  and  motion  at  the  image  area  as  the  object 
of  change. 
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