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(57) Abstract: A position determination apparatus com-
prises: a shooting unit that acquires image data by shooting
a speaker from a listening position, while facing in the
shooting direction; a direction detection unit that detects
the shooting direction; a recognition unit that recognizes an
image of the speaker from the image data; a distance calcu-
lation unit that uses the image of the speaker to calculate
the distance from the listening position to the speaker; and
a location determination unit that determines the location of
the speaker on the basis of both the shooting direction de-
tected by the direction detection unit and the distance calcu-
lated by the distance calculation unit.
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On account of the following reason, this international application involves
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Invention 1: claims 1-8
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On the other hand, the inventions of claims 9-11 have a common special
technical feature of “communicating information indicating to the effect
that the user is watching another party”.

Thus, no identical or corresponding special technical feature exists
between the inventions of claims 1-6 having the arrangement of “acquiring
image data by shooting a speaker from a listening position, while facing
in the shooting direction” and the inventions of claims 9-11 having the
arrangement of “communicating information indicating to the effect that
the user is watching another party”.

Meanwhile, the inventionsof claims 7-8 aredifferent fromthe invention
of claim 1 in only categories, and therefore, the inventions of claims
1-8 are classified into one invention group.
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