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3 Claims.

The invention relates to coverings or grips
for handles of various kinds such, for example,
as are employed on golf clubs, tennis rackets,
baseball bats, axle handles, steering wheels, ete.

An object of the invention is to provide a
firm, comfortable grip on the handle of any ob-
ject adapted to be actuated by force applied with
the hands- and which will not be undesirably
affected by water, perspiration, heat or other
natural causes. )

Another object of the invention is to provide
a grip which will not slip or twist in the hands
and which can be held firmly with the hands
relaxed to the maximum extent consistent with
theholding ‘of the grip.

Another object of the invention is to provide
a resilient grip capable of conforming to the
contour of the hands to a slight extent but re-
sisting deformation to any great extent when it
is desired to apply any large amount of force
to obtain immediate response to the movement
of the hands. : '

- The embodiment of the invention disclosed
for the purpose of illustration comprises a golf
club, the handle of which is spirally wrapped

- with an impregnated fabric strip. and which is

held on the handle either by adhesive material,
cords or by other suitable means now generally
employed for this purpose.

The idea may be employed in the covering of

. handles with fabric of any desired weave and
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made of either vegetable or animal fibers as, for
example, cotton, mohair, rayon or other fibrous
materials possessing the desired properties. In
impregnating the fabric for the grip, any solu-
tion may be employed which will give the fabric
a tenacious and resilient quality and which will
cause the fabric to cling to the hands upon the
application of the slightest force. ' A solution of
latex or other rubber-like material is considered
particularly applicable for impregnating the fab-
ric inasmuch as it can be vuleanized directly to
the handle without the necessity for the em-
ployment of cement or other fastening means.

In the drawing:

Fig. 1 is an elevational view of a golf club
having a handle embracing the principles of the
invention.

Fig. 2 is a longitudinal sectional view of part
of the golf club illustrated by'Fig. 1 as the han-
dle might appear substantially along line 2—2
of Fig. 1.

Fig. 3 is a cross-sectional view of the handle
taken substantially on line 3—38 of Fig. 2.

The golf club {0, selected for the purpose of

(CL 273—81)

illustrating the invention, comprises a golf club
head i having a tubular metallic or other suit-
able shaft 12 connected at one end thereto and
the opposite end of which is formed to provide
a handle 13. In the present instance the han- 5
die is formed by surrounding the upper end
of the tubular shaft with a properly shaped piece
of wood or other suitable supporting material
and around which is tightly wrapped in spiral
formation a strip of leather, friction tape or 10
other fibrous strip material such as that indi-
cated at 16. The outside of the surface thus
formed is covered by spirally winding thereon
a strip of pile fabric 171 or other relatively re-
silient material. It is preferable to wind the 135
fabric along the handle with the pile side of
the material disposed outwardly thereof to be
directly engaged by the hands in gripping the
handle. The fabric strip and outwardly ex-
tending pile may be impregnated with a latex 2¢
or other suitable solution either before it is
wound upon the club handle or the solution may
be applied to the fabric with the latter already
in the position described. If the latter method
of applying the handle is practiced, the latex g2s
solution may be vulcanized upon the fabric by
the application of heat to the entire handle
and during which process the fabric also may
be made to adhere to the supporting structure
therebeneath. If it is desired to employ a solid- 30
ifying coating or shell, such as illustrated at 18,
upon the outside of the shaft 12, this also may
be permanently bonded to the shaft during the
vulcanization of the latex impregnated fabric.

If it is desired to apply a grip to a golf club 35
already ‘provided with a leather grip, for ex-
ample, the material for such covering may be
prepared by impregnating and vulecanizing a
sheet or fabric strip suitable for the purpose and
then applying the strip to the outside of the 40
handle, either upon or after removing the leath-
er grip already provided, by employing any suit-
able cement for holding the fabric material in
place,

The end of a fabric strip may be fastened 45
either temporarily or permanently by the em-
ployment of a cord indicated at 19 which is
wound spirally over the lower end of the fabric
and a portion of the shaft adjacent thereto.

If it is desired to leave this fastening device per- 50
manently on the club, it can be rendered almost
entirely indestructible by also impregnating the
cord with latex which can be vulcanized when

. the latex impregnated fabric strip is vulcanized.

The solidified latex in the cord will hold the 5&
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convolutions thereof closely together and will
prevent the cord from becoming loosened even
though many of its convolutions are severed.
When employed for any purpose, & grip em-
bracing the features herein disclosed has a very
comfortable and responsive feeling to the hands
and will cling to the hands during use notwith-
standing perspiration on the hands or that the
grip may not be rigidly held. During a rain, for
example, a golf club equipped with such a grip
may be used without any more ‘danger of slip-
ping from the hands than there would be on a
perfectly dry day. The rain does not adhere to
the grip to any appreciable extent and, although
it does adhere to the hands, the club can be held

just as securely with wet hands as it can be

with dry hands.

It is to be understood that the structure em-
bracing the invention can be made by other
processes than herein disclosed and may have
many modified and equivalent forms and appli-

cations all within the spirit of the invention and

the scope of the appended clalms
I claim:—

2,002,535

. A handle for operation by the hands com-~ '

pnsmg a centrally disposed support, a pile fabric
covering for said support, said covering being
disposed on said support with the pile of said
fabric extending outwardly and said fabric and
outwardly extending pile being impregnated
with a tenacious rubber-like substance.

2. A handle for operation by the hands com-
prising a centrally disposed support, & pile fabric
covering for said support, the pile of said fabric
being disposed outwardly relative. to-said sup-
port, and said fabric and outwardly extending
pile being impregnated with a latex solution for
coating the fibrous structure of said fabric and
for securing said covering upon said support.

- 3. A handle for golf clubs comprising a cen-
trally disposed shaft, and a pile fabric covering

- said shaft and having the pile side thereof dis-

posed outwardly, the thread-like elements con-

stituting the pile being thinly coated with rub-

ber material.
GEORGE E. GAGNIER.
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