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To al whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, Hereerr F. Ham-
MoxD, a citizen of the United States, resid-
ing at Whitinsville,in the county of Worces-
ter and State of Massachusetts, have in-
vented a new and useful Toe-Brake, of
which the following is a specification.

This inventicn relates to a toe brake for
use by coasters, and the principal object
thereof is to provide a light and simple
brake adapted to be attached to a shoe and
having means thereon by which when worn
by a coaster the sled can be guided and the
brake applied without injuring the ccaster’s
boct or shoe; to provide a construction for
this purpose by which the braking action
shall be efficient and certain'and which can
be attached to the boot or shoe without plac-
ing any strap under the sole of the shoe,
the entire fastening means being under the
instep and around the rear so that there
will be no fastening strap in a position to
be stepped on or readily worn out; and also
to provide a construction in which the brak-
ing point will be held central on the shoe by
means adapted .to engage the shoe at the
wide part of the toe.

Further objects and advantages of the
invention will appear hereinafter.

Reference is to be had to the accompany-
ing drawings in which—

Figure 1 1s a side view of a boot or shoe
showing a preferred embodiment of this in-
vention applied thereto; and Fig. 2 is a
plan of the article removed from the shoe.

I am aware of the fact that protecting de-
vices have been invented for shoes in which
the toe is generally protected by a more or

less solid and heavy piece of metal passing

over the toe.

This invention is not designed for that
purpose, but for the purpose of providing a
safety braking means by which the coaster
can stop his sled in a very. short space and
which also prevents the wearing out of the
coaster’s footwear when stopping and steer-
ing with the foot. '

The device is shown in the drawings as
consisting of a single piece of sheet metal
and having a main body in the form of a
shank 10 adapted to lie on the top of a boot
or shoe and extending longitudinally there-
of. - This is provided with an upwardly in-
clined back portion 11 having two arms 12
extending rearwardly and fitting the foot.
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These arms are provided with a strap and
buckle 13 adapted to pass around the rear
of the foot to hold the device in place to that
extent. Secured to the shank 10 is another
strap and buckle 14. This strap is adapted
to pass under the instep and hold the de-
vice against swinging about the ankle. By

uging these fastening devices the employ-

ment of allstraps and the like passing un-
der the scle of the foot is avoided and there-
fore the devies can be worn for a considera-
ble length of time without unduly wearing
out the straps. In order to further prevent
gide play a couple of arms 16 are shown ex-
tending down at the sides in the front of
the shank. - These are intended to pass over

the toe of the shoe about at its widest point
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and prevent the device from swinging side- .

wise.

The braking means consists of an up-
wardly inchined member 17 in line with the
shank and having a pointed end 18. This
member 1is transverse to the plane of the
shank and extends upwardly from the toe
of the shoe when in the position shownin Fig.
1. For the purpose of strengthening this
point a sheet of metal 19 is attached in any
desired way to the upper surface of the de-
vice near the front and extends throughout
the length of the toe point 18.

In the use of the device it is strapped on
the foot as shown in Fig. 1 and the wearer
steers his sled in the usual way, the point
18 being used for this purpose in a most
efficient manner. The principal function
1s to secure safety by enabling the coaster
to apply the point with any desired degree
of pressure and stop his sled within a short
space. - In this way most accidents which
now happen in coasting can be avoided and
vet the boot or shoe of the coaster will not
be worn out any faster than it is with ordi-
nary wear.

Although I have illustrated and described
only a single form of the invention, I am
aware of the fact that many modifications
can be made therein by any person skilled
in the art without departing from the scope
of the invention as expressed in the claims.

Therefore, I do not wish to be limited to all 1

the details of construction herein shown and
described, but

What 1 do claim is:—

1. As an article of manufacture, a toe
brake for use in coasting comprising a plate
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adapted to be supported on the top of a shoe
and having an end at the front thereof and
extending upwardly. :

2. As an article of manufacture, a toe
brake for use in coasting comprising a mem-

ber adapted to be attached to the top of a

shoe or the like, said member being provided -
with an end arranged transversely with re- =

“ spect to the length of the shoe for:use as a
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brake.

~8.'As an article of 1nan11facture, a toe
~brake comprising a plate, means by 3hich

said plate can be attached to a shoe compris-
ing a strap adapted to pass under the instep,

and a strap adapted to pass around the heel
. and having a forwardly and upwrdly pro-

“jecting braking point on the forward end.
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4. As an article of manufacture, a toe
brake comprising a plate having means for
attaching it at the rear to a shoe and pro-
vided with a forwardly and upwardly ex-

tending end at the front, and a reinforcing

Copies of this patent may be obtained for

five. cents each, by addressing
‘Washington, D. ¢.” :

1,164,810

area thereof. S o
5. As an article of manufacture, a toe

instep, having "two rearwardly extending
arms atthe back, provided with a strap adapt-

plate secured to said end thfoughout the
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‘brake for the purpose described comprising .
"a plate having a central shank portion pro-
~vided with a strap adapted to go under the
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ed to go around the back of the shoe and hav .

inga pair of armsin front of said shank por-
tion adapted to project over the sides of the

front end. - . - .
In testimony whereof 1 have hereunto set
my hand, in the presence of two subscrib-
ing witnesses. : TR
' - HERBERT
Witnesses: o

Orrve M. Hamnoxn,
‘Hexry A. Hammonp.

F. HAMMOND.

the “Commissioner of Patents,

‘shoe to hold the devicein place, and a brak- -
ing point extending .upwardly -from -the :



