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Process for the preparation of a block copolymer
composition, which process comprises the subsequent steps
of:

(1) polymerizing vinyl aromatic monomer in an inert
hydrocarbon solvent in the presence of an
organolithium initiator until substantially complete
conversion;

(2) adding conjugated diene monomer to the
polymerization mixture and allowing said conjugated
diene monomer to polymerize until substantially
complete conversion;

(3) adding a second portion of organolithium initiator,
followed by the addition of a second portion of
conjugated diene monomer and allowing said
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conjugated diene monomer to polymerize until
substantially complete conversion;

(4) adding a second portion of vinyl aromatic monomer
and allowing said vinyl aromatic monomer to
polymerize until substantially complete conversion;
and

(5) adding a terminating agent,

wherein the amount of conjugated diene added in step (3)

is such that the molar weight ratio between the

conjugated diene polymer blocks of the diblock copolymer
and the triblock copolymer is in the range of from 0.3 to

0.7.
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