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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, Joun W. Rormex-
BERGER, a citizen of the United States, re-
siding at Syracuse, in the county of ¥Xosci-
usko and State of Indiana, have invented a
new and useful Anti-Mouth-Breathing De-
vice, of which the following is a specifica-
tion.

The present invention relates to devices
for preventing persons breathing through
their mouths while asleep, the primary ob-
ject being to provide an appliance to be ap-
plied to the person’s chin to prevent the
mouth being opened while the person
is sleeping, thus preventing
through the mouth.

A second object of the invention is to pro-
vide an appliance to correct the habit of
mouth breathing while asleep and which
may be worn without - discomfort to the
wearer.

Another important object of this inven-
tion is to provide an appliance of this char-
acter which is constructed from a single
sheet of material and which includes a head
harness for retaining the device in position
on the person’s face in such a manner as to
prevent the mouth being opened while the
person is sleeping.

An additional object of the invention is
to provide an appliance of this nature which
is strong and durable and efficient in use
and which when applied to the face of the
wearer will not slide or slip about and thus
chafe or irritate the face.

Another object of the invention resides
in the provision of a device of this general
character which is simple in construction,
which consists of few parts, and which may
be manufactured and sold at 2 minimum
cost.

With the above and other general objects
and advantages in mind, the invention con-
sists in the combinations of elements, con-
structions, formations and arrangements,
and general assemblage, the details of which
will be hereinafter specifically referred to
and recited in the sub-joined claim, the in-
vention being illustrated in the accompany-
ing drawing, wherein :— - :

Figure 1 1s a side elevation of the device
in operative position on a person;

Fig. 2 is an elevation showing the head
harness of the device on the wearer;

Fig. 3 is an end elevation of the device

breathing

looking into the same and having the head
harness. removed ; ' ,

Fig.4 is a plan view of the device; and

Fig. 5 is a side élevation of the same.

My improved appliance consists of a chin
plate 5 which is concavo-convex In cross
section to conform to the wearer’s chin and
is provided with a forwardly extending lon-
gitudinal flange 6 provided with a slot 7
at each end thereof with which one end of
the supporting strap 8 carried by a head
harness that includes a band 10 and crossed
crown straps 11 which are secured to the
band at diametrically opposite points, is de-
tachably engaged.

Formed integrally with the plate 5 at the
transverse end thereof and extending rear-
wardly of the same at a slight incline is
a pair of divergent jaw receiving bars 117,
these bars 11”7 being transversely curved
or concavo-convex in cross section to con-
form to the jaws of the wearer and are
slightly curved longitudinally to conform
to the facial outline. Slots 12 are formed
in these bars 11 at diametrically opposite
points, one pair being disposed slightly
above the other. Depending from each end
of ons of the crown straps 11 is a pair of
elastic side straps 13 each having one end
detachably engaged with any one of the
openings in the side bars.

Heads 14 extend laterally from the outer
face of each of the side bars at their rear
ends which are engageable with fastenings
carried by the free ends of a pair of diverg-
ent elastic straps 15 secured to the connect-
ing strap 16 between the band 10 and the
crown straps 11.

In the use of the device the band 10 is ap-
plied to the person’s head as indicated in
Fig. 1 and the strap 8 adjusted to cause the
plate 5 and bars 11’ to fit closely against
the chin and jaws of the wearer and the di-
vergent straps 15 then engaged with the re-
silient head 14.

A buckle is carried by one end of the
head band 10 for engagement with the oppo-

‘site end of the same, thus the head band

may also be adjusted to different diameters.

This embodiment of the invention is con-
sidered the preferred construction, but it
will be understood that the same may be
modified iIn many respects, and that my
limits of modification are governed only by
the sub-joined claim.
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What is claimed is:—

An anti-mouth breathing device compris-
ing a chin plate adapted to receive the chin
of the patient, said chin plate having a for-
wardly extending flange projecting out-
wardly from the chin, side bars extending
rearwardly from the opposite ends of the
plates and vertically disposed to lie close to
the wearer’s jaws, and means for retaining
the plates in position and comprising a head
band, a pair of transversely disposed straps
connected to the head band at their extremi-
ties and at either side of the head, a pair
of forward supporting straps connected
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to the band adjacent to one of said trans-
verse straps and to the flange, a pair of rear
straps connected to the band and side bars
in front of the ears, and divergent straps
also connected to the bars at the ends there-
of and to said band.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
my own, I have hereto affixed my signature
in the presence of two witnesses.

JOHN W. ROTHENBERGER.

Witnesses:
A. Leroy MivLier,
Frep L. Hocn.

15

20



