
May 15, 1928. ,669,928 
J. I. CASE 
FLY HOLDER 

Filed May 24, 1926 

NS o s a. so 
A2, 4 zy 
CW) 

Z2 Tina?endor, 
Aze M (zse 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  



O 

Patented May 15, 1928. 

UNITED STATES 

1,669,928 

PATENT OFFICE. 
JEROME I. CASE, OF RACINE, wisconsiN. 

FLY BIOLDER: 

Application filed May 24, 1928. Serial No. 111,317. . 
This invention relates to a fly-holder, and 

more particularly to an improved means for 
conveniently and firmly holding, for pro 
tection and transportation, the artificial flies 
or bait used by fishermen. a . ." Specifically, a closely coiled metal spring, 
or similar resilient member, is held by its 
ends, in a slightly extended condition be 
tween the opposite side walls of a shallow 
receptacle. The looped hook end of the fly 
is pushed between two adjacent coils of the 
spring and is held by spring pressure be 
tween these spring coils. . . - 
The main object of the invention is to pro 

vide an improved fly-holder of the type 
briefly referred to hereinabove, and de 
scribed more in detail in the present speci 
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spring preferably by its ends. 

fication. :- - - Another object is to provide a fly-holder 
consisting of a closely coiled spring, in con 
bination with means for supporting the 
Another object is to provide a spring fly 

holder of this type, so formed that the flies 
held thereby will be positioned in planes at 
acute angles to the longitudinal centerline 
of the spring, so that the flies will be posi 
tioned approximately parallel with the bot 
tom of the shallow receptacle. Another ob 
ject is to provide means for detachably and 
adjustably supporting the several springs 
within the receptacle. 
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Another object is to provide means for 
supporting the springs so that they can be 
readily transferred, with the flies held there 
by, from one receptacle to another, for ex 
ample from a tackle box to a fly-book. 
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Another object is to provide an improved 
fly-book provided with fly-holders of the 
type herein disclosed. - Other objects and advantages of this in 
Evention will be apparent from the following 
detailed description of certain approved emi 
bodiments of the invention. Fig. 1 is a perspective view of the im 
proved fly-book in open position. . . . 

Fig. 2 is a transverse vertical section 
through this fly, book, partly broken away 
at one end; 
Fi is a plan view of one end of one of 

y-book members. - Fig. 4 is a detail view of one of the fly 

holding springs, detached from its supports. 
Fig. 5 is a perspective view of one ap 

proved form of tackle-box, with some of the 
features of this invention applied thereto. 

Referring first to Figs. 1, 2 and 3, theim 
proyed fly-book comprises two similar me 
tallic members, 1 and 2 in the form of shal 
low receptacles, which are hinged together 
at two adjacent edges, as indicated as 3, the 

together when folded againstone another, 
So that the member 2 forms a closure for the 
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other edges of members 1 and 2 being provid 
ed with cooperating clasp members 4 and 5 
whereby the two members may be secured 

member 1. When thus folded, the book is Small and compact, and may be easily car. 
lied in the fisherman's coat pocket. Metal 
angle strips 6 are secured to the opposing 
inner sides of the upstanding longitidini 
side Walls 7 and 8 of each receptacle by sol 
dering or otherwise securing one flange of 
the angle strip to the adjacent wall. The 
other flange 9 of the angle member extends 
inwardly, substantially parallel with the bot 
tom 10 of the receptacle, and is provided 
with a series of spaced holes or openings 11. 
The fly-holding members are here shown in 

the forin of closely coiled, metal, preferably brass, springs 12, each spring having eyelets 
or hooks 13, formed preferably integrally at 
each end thereof. These hooks 13 are adapt 
ed to be reinovably engaged in the holes 11 
in the angle strips 6. As indicated in Fig. 
4, the springs 12 are so formed that when de 
tached from the fly-book, the adjacent coils 
of the spring will be held closely adjacent 
One another by the spring pressure, and the 
spring is somewhat shorter than the distance 
between the apertures 11 in the opposite 
angle strip 6. When the spring is hooked 
into position within the fly-book, it will have 
to be somewhat extended, so that it will be 
stretched tautly between the opposite side 
walls of the receptacle. At the same time, 
the spaces 14 between adjacent coils of the 
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spring will be so narrow that when the 
looped end of the hook of the fly is pushed 
into one of these spaces, the spring will be 
further distended and the hook will be 
gripped by a considerable spring pressure 
and held securely in place. The fish-hooks 
may be easily positioned in the holders by 
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simply pushing the loop of the hook between 
any pair of spring coils, a finger being 
placed against the opposite side of the 
spring to hold the spring in place during this 
operation. While holding the hook adjacent 
one side of the spring, and pushing the 
spring toward the hook by a finger placed 
against the opposite side of the spring, the 
spaces 14 will be opened on the side toward 
the hook, which will simplify the engaging 
operation. The hook or fly may be easily 
detached by simply pulling it out of the spring coil. 
The ordinary form of Spring coil shown 

in Fig. 4 and at the right of Fig. 2, is suit 
able for the smaller sizes of hooks and flies, 
which can stand vertically within the recep 
tacle, that is, in planes substantially per 
pendicular to the center line of the spring. 
For accommodating larger hooks and flies, 
the form of spring holders shown in Fig. 
3 and at the left of Fig. 2 is better adapt 
ed. In this spring the coils 15 are flattened 
out in one direction, so that the planes of 
all of the coils are at acute angles to the 
center line of the spring, and the spaces 16 
between adjacent coils slant over at such an 
gles that when a hook or fly 17, (see Fig. 
3), is inserted in one of the spaces 16, the 
fly will lie approximately parallel to the 
bottom wall of the receptacle, or at such an 
acute angle therewith that it is easily ac 
commodated within the shallow receptacle. 
Springs of both types, 12 and 15, can be 
used within the same receptacle or fly-hook, 
so that all sizes of flies can be conveniently 
accommodated in the same book. A plu 
rality of rather closely spaced openings 11 
are provided in each of the angle strips 6, 
and the hooks 13 of the springs may be 
selectively engaged with any of these open 
ings so that the springs may be adjustably 
spaced apart to accommodate any desired 
number or size of flies. 

In Fig. 5 is illustrated an improved form 
of tackle box or carrying case, having a 
handle 19 on its upper end. The front wall 
or closure 20 is adapted to slide into the 
bottom of the case when opened, as shown 
in Fig. 5. A lock 21 holds the cover 20 
in closed position. A plurality of drawers 
or trays 22, 23, 24 and 25 are provided with 
in the tackle box for holding the fishing 
equipment. One or more of these trays 
(for example the tray 23, here shown as 
partially opened or withdrawn), is divided 
into a plurality of transverse compartments 
26, preferably of substantially, the same 
width as the members 1 and 2 of the fly 
book previously described. The opposite 
side walls of these compartments are pro 
vided with apertured angle strips 27. or 
their equivalents, similar to the angle strip 
6 provided in the fly-book, whereby the fly 
holding springs 12 or 15 maay be removably 
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mounted in these compartments 26 in exactly 
the same manner as in the fly-book. An 
almost limitless variety of flies and similar 
equipment, can thus be preserved, and clas 
sified, in different compartments of the 
tackle box, and when desired for use in any particular fishing expedition any one spring 
holder, with the flies carried thereby, can 
be bodily unhooked from the compartment 
26 of the tackle box in which it is custom 
arily mounted and transferred to the fly 
book. In this way any group or groups 
of related flies can be transferred from the 
tackle box to the fly-book or vice versa, 
without necessarily handling each individ 
ual fly. Obviously, the tray of a tackle 
box of the more ordinary form could be 
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divided into compartments similar to the 
compartments 26 of tray 23 described above, 
and equipped for holding the flies in the 
Same manner. - 

In Fig. 5, we have shown one longer com 
partment 28 in the tray 23, provided with 
a pair of holding springs 29 spaced further 
apart than those customarily used for hold 
ing flies or hooks. A plurality of leaders 
30 may be maintained, extended and sepa 
rated from one another in the compart 
ment 28 by merely pushing the end por 
tions of the respective leaders between dif 
ferent convolutions of the coiled springs 
29. This will prevent confusion and tan 
gling of the leaders, enable them to dry quick 
ly, and keep them all individually visible, so 
that the desired leader can be easily selected. 
While these holders are especially adapt 

ed for holding flies, they could obviously 
be used in the same manner for holding 
ordinary fish hooks or other similar fish 
ing equipment. Flies held in containers 
equipped with these holding springs, will 
be maintained in fixed positions separated 
sufficiently from one another so that the 
feathers will dry out smooth and fluffy, and 
the effective life of the flies will be substan 
tially increased. If desired, the inner sur 
faces of the compartments in the fly-book 
or tackle box can be painted white so as 
to render the contents of the compartments 
more easily visible when fishing 
Although only two suitable forms of hold 

ing springs have been described hereinabove, 
these metallic holding members might be 
made by bending the spring wire into other 
forms or designs than those here illustrated 
by way of example, it only being essential 
that spaces remain between adjacent por 
tions of the spring wire into which the flies may be pushed and firmly gripped. 

I claim: 
A fly-book comprising a pair of shallow 

receptacles hinged together along two ad 
jacent edges, clasp members secured to the 
opposite edges of the receptacles whereby 
they may be swung together and secured so 

at night. 
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that one receptacle forms a closure for the 
other, members having inwardly projecting 
flanges each provided with a series of 
spaced openings secured to opposite side 

5 walls of each receptacle, and a plurality of closely coiled springs, each spring being 
formed with hooked ends whereby the 

spring is stretched between the side walls 
of one of the receptacles so as to permit a 
fly hook to be engaged between the coils 10 
thereof by a rearward movement of the fly, 
the hooked ends being engaged in Selected 
openings in the flanges. 

JEROME I. CASE. 
  


