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(54) Bezeichnung: Fernsehprogrammsystem

(57) Hauptanspruch: ,1. A method for allowing a user to
select favorite channels in an electronic television program
guide, the method comprising:

providing a display (116) of a plurality of cells (124) repre-
senting a corresponding plurality of channels available for
viewing by the user, wherein each cell.comprises a channel
number and a television program service name for a parti-
cular channel of the plurality of channels;

allowing the user to use the display to select a channel
among the plurality of channels;

changing a status of said selected channel to that of a fa-
vorite channel in response to the user selection;
displaying in cells corresponding to the favorite channels a
visual color-coded indication that the selected channels are
favorite channels; and

providing television program guide information for the sub-
set of channels having said favorite status in response to
a user indication to view the television program guide infor-
mation;

wherein said television program guide information is dis-
played in an array of irregular cells (26) which vary in length,
corresponding to different television program length, wher-
ein behind every array (24) of irregular cells (26) is an un-

derlying array of regular cells, wherein cursor movement is
restricted to the regular cells, wherein the entire irregular
cell is highlighted by the cursor in form of a conventional
offset shadow (34).

4. A system for allowing a user to select favorite channels
in an electronic television program guide, the system com-
prising:

means for providing a display (116) of a plurality of cells
(124) representing a corresponding plurality of channels
available for viewing by the user, wherein each cell com-
prises a channel number and a television program service
name for a particular channel of the plurality of channels;
means for allowing the user to use the display to select a
channel among the plurality of channels;

means for changing a status of said selected channel to
that of a favorite channel in response to the user selection;
means for displaying in cells corresponding to the favorite
channels a visual color-coded indication that the selected
channels are favorite channels; and

means providing television program guide information for
the subset of channels having said favorite status in res-
ponse to a user indication to view the television program ...
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Beschreibung

[0001] Betreffend das europaische Patent 1 377 049
(DE 691 33 540)
hat der 5. Senat (Nichtigkeitssenat) des Bundespa-
tentgerichts auf Grund der mindlichen Verhandlung
vom 26. November 2014 fiir Recht erkannt:
|. Das europaische Patent 1 377 049 wird mit Wir-
kung fir das Hoheitsgebiet der Bundesrepublik
Deutschland dadurch teilweise fiir nichtig erklart,
dass die Patentanspriiche 1 und 4 folgende Fas-
sung erhalten:

Patentanspriiche

1. ,1. Amethod for allowing a user to select favorite
channels in an electronic television program guide,
the method comprising:
providing a display (116) of a plurality of cells (124)
representing a corresponding plurality of channels
available for viewing by the user, wherein each cell.
comprises a channel number and a television pro-
gram service name for a particular channel of the plu-
rality of channels;
allowing the user to use the display to select a chan-
nel among the plurality of channels;
changing a status of said selected channel to that of
a favorite channel in response to the user selection;
displaying in cells corresponding to the favorite chan-
nels a visual color-coded indication that the selected
channels are favorite channels; and
providing television program guide information for the
subset of channels having said favorite status in res-
ponse to a user indication to view the television pro-
gram guide information;
wherein said television program guide information is
displayed in an array of irregular cells (26) which va-
ry in length, corresponding to different television pro-
gram length, wherein behind every array (24) of irre-
gular cells (26) is an underlying array of regular cells,
wherein cursor movement is restricted to the regular
cells, wherein the entire irregular cell is highlighted
by the cursor in form of a conventional offset shadow
(34).

4. A system for allowing a user to select favorite chan-
nels in an electronic television program guide, the
system comprising:

means for providing a display (116) of a plurality of
cells (124) representing a corresponding plurality of
channels available for viewing by the user, wherein
each cell comprises a channel number and a televisi-
on program service name for a particular channel of
the plurality of channels;

means for allowing the user to use the display to
select a channel among the plurality of channels;
means for changing a status of said selected channel
to that of a favorite channel in response to the user
selection;
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means for displaying in cells corresponding to the fa-
vorite channels a visual color-coded indication that
the selected channels are favorite channels; and
means providing television program guide informati-
on for the subset of channels having said favorite sta-
tus in response to a user indication to view the televi-
sion program guide information;

wherein said television program guide information is
displayed in an array of irregular cells (26) which va-
ry in length, corresponding to different television pro-
gram lengths, wherein behind every array (24) of irre-
gular cells (26) is an underlying array of regular cells,
wherein cursor movement is restricted to the regular
cells, wherein the entire irregular cell is highlighted
by the cursor in form of a conventional offset shadow
(34).”
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