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This invention relates to a new and improved mer 
chandising display utilizing a superposed set of individual 
cards or like mechandise mounts each of which is pro 
vided with means to support it from a member such as a 
peg or pin, each card having an index tab thereon, the tabs 
being spaced at different points about the peripheral edges 
of the individual cards so that each card although ob 
scured by cards in front of it, still clearly shows its tab, 
with appropriate indicia thereon, so that the customer 
can see at a glance the item he wants, and can abstract 
the wanted card. Then it is obvious that a certain tab is 
missing and hence that this particular item has been sold, 
and therefore can be quickly and easily replaced by 
a clerk. 

This invention is particularly adapted to the display, 
sale and inventory control of relatively small items par 
ticularly such as hardware and even more particularly 
those items which are ordinarily sold in different sizes 
such as gun patches, cleaning brushes, screws and nails, 
drills, taps, dies, blades of any description and similar 
articles which are customarily sold by the piece or small 
set, but in which the pieces or sets vary from one size 
to another throughout a range. This type of merchandise 
in the past has always required a great deal of display 
space but with this invention such space is greatly con 
densed. - 

The invention also contemplates the use of other con 
veniences such as punched holes in the cards mounting 
the various objects so that where a tap or drill is being 
displayed and sold, the hole will be of a size showing the 
hole which can be tapped or the hole that will be drilled. 
Also there can be a second hole provided which shows 
the size of a rod which a certain tap will thread and 
these holes can of course be related to other sizes and 
characteristics of the various merchandise which may be 
mounted upon the cards. 

Other objects and advantages of the invention will ap 
pear hereinafter. 

Reference is to be had to the accompanying drawings, 
in which: 

FIG. 1 is a view in front elevation illustrating the in 
vention, parts being broken away, and 

FIG. 2 is a view on a reduced scale in side elevation 
looking in the direction of arrow 2 in FIG. 1 with some 
cards abstracted. 

In illustrating the invention, the same is shown as com 
prising a series of cards. Each card is provided with a 
notch along an edge thereof or in some cases two notches 
or more as indicated in the present case in FIG. 1. There 
may be as many cards as desired particularly for mount 
ing a certain number of drills, taps or dies for instance 
which may be desired to be displayed in a complete set 
and the cards are snapped onto supporting members by 
means of the notches. 
The first card in a series is indicated in the present case 

generally as number 10. This card has two notches 12, 12 
which are undercut to accommodate and Snap over rods, 
wires or pins 14 so as to be suspended in position there 
from. Card 10 is provided with the appropriate mer 
chandise generally a single item although not necessarily 
so, this being indicated at 16. The items 16 may be 
mounted on cards in any way desired as by adhesive, 
staples, or plastic bubbles such as are well known in the 
art. The card is preferably made large enough so as to 
provide room for printing thereon of the characteristics 
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of the article which is mounted on the card, advertising, 
the name of the manufacturer, etc. 

However the main characteristic of this card is that 
it is provided with a tab 18 at an edge thereof. No other 
card of the series will have a tab which corresponds to 
the same location as tab 18, but on the other hand the 
next or second card which is indicated at 20 has a tab 
22 located in a slightly different position with regard to 
tab 18, and the third card 24 has a tab 26 which is located 
at an edge thereof in a different location from either the 
tab. 18 or the tab 22, and so on throughout the entire 
SeeS. - 

In the illustration of FIG. 1 there are sixteen different 
cards and each one has its own tab as at 18, 22, 26, 28, 
etc. extending from a stack of cards when they are in 
superposed position as shown in FIGS. 1 and 2 wherein 
the tab for each card is clearly visible. 

It will then be seen that if a customer abstracts the 
card having the tab 30, as for instance simply by identi 
fying the merchandise he wants through the indicia on 
the tab, it is then possible for the store clerk to immediate 
ly spot the fact that this particular size of merchandise 
has been sold and to replenish the same at a moment's 
notice. 

It will also be seen that if there should be several 
stacks of cards displayed all of which contain the same 
series of merchandise, nevertheless the perpetual inven 
tory control is maintained in this manner so that the clerk 
may replenish those goods which have been depleted at 
any time interval. 

It will be appreciated therefore that this invention pro 
vides a perpetual merchandise inventory control which 
is clear and obvious at a glance and which in the present 
case provides for a series of fifteen separate items which 
occupy the display space of only a single item so that a 
great deal of display space is conserved, the customer can 
pick his desired article quickly and easily and the clerk 
can quickly and easily replace the same once it has been 
abstracted from the set. 
The cards may assume many different sizes and shapes 

and they may be provided with any kind of printed in 
formation which may seem desirable to the manufacturer. 
In this invention however they are also provided with 
punched holes as at 32 and 34. If the article 16 for in 
stance is a wood screw, one of the holes 32 or 34 could 
indicate the size of hole that should be drilled prior to in 
sertion of the screw. It can indicate the diameter of a nail 
or the size of hole to be drilled if the article 16 is a drill; 
or the hole that can be tapped if it is a tap. This hole 
can also indicate the size of a rod which can be threaded 
if the articles in the stack are dies of various diameters. 
Various other information of one kind or another can 
also be provided as may be found to be convenient. 

It is emphasized that any card regardless of its loca 
tion, can be removed quickly and easily without disturb 
ing any of the other cards, merely by pulling downward 
ly on it as seen in FIG. 1 to remove it from the wires or 
pins 14. It is of course possible to provide the notches in 
the sides or even at the bottom of the cards rather than 
at the top edges thereof, but in the position shown in 
FIG. 1 the cards depend and as stated can be easily ab 
tracted. - 

Once abstracted as stated, the clerk at once ascertains 
that the tab of the abstracted card is missing and there 
fore the card is missing. A new card with the merchan 
dise and notations on the tab can be just as quickly and 
easily replaced by the clerk. In view of this it is seen 
that a permanent inventory control is provided as well 
as an extremely simple and efficient merchandise display 
rack in which a great deal more merchandise can be 
mounted and thus in view for sale than in cases where 
the individual cards are mounted separately. 
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It is also desired to be made clear that any kind 
of indicia may be utilized to distinguish the different goods 
on the different cards. Alphabetical or numerical series, 
colors, combinations of colors, or mere empirical figures 
may be utilized to distinguish the different goods on the 
different cards. The tabs may also be imprinted with 
number of threads per inch, and have at the edge thereof 
a thread gauge or the like for the convenience of the 
CIStoner. 

It will be appreciated that the present invention lends 
itself also particularly well with respect to such things 
as lipsticks merely by indicating the shades on the tabs 
either by color or name or trademark, etc. 

Having thus described my invention and the advan 
tages thereof, I do not wish to be limited to the details 
herein disclosed, otherwise than as set forth in the claims, 
but what I claim is: 

1. A merchandise display having perpetual inventory 
control, said display comprising a series of superposed 
cards, an article on each card, each article having a size 
different from articles on other cards, means holding the 
articles to the cards, each card being substantially of the 
same size and shape, means for supporting said cards in 
superposed condition so that only one card is exposed, 
all of the other cards being generally parallel and ranked 
behind the exposed card, 
a tab on each card, indicia on each tab showing the 

size of the article on its card, each tab extending 
from a peripheral edge of its card, tabs showing 
different sizes being located in different positions 
along the peripheral edge of the respective card, the 
tabs being aligned in a row generally parallel to the 
edge of the cards on which the tabs are located, all 
tabs showing different sizes being exposed to view 

5 

O 

20 

25 

30 

4. 
from the front of the display, the tabs together show 
ing a substantially complete set of sizes, 

and means supporting the cards and providing for in 
stant withdrawal of any selected card without dis 
turbing any other card or the supporting means, 
the absence of any tab showing the absence of its 
card and its article, and showing by its absence the 
size of article that is missing. 

2. The merchandise display of claim 1 wherein the 
article on each card is elongated and generally cylin 
drical, and each card has a hole in it of the general diam 
eter of the particular article on its card. 

3. The merchandise display of claim 1 including a des 
ignated top edge for the series of superposed cards, said 
card supporting means including a rod, means to mount 
the rod, an aperture in each card in the series adjacent 
the top edge thereof receiving the rod therethrough, the 
apertures being aligned, and means in each card between 
the aperture therein and the top edge thereof to facilitate 
the withdrawal of a selected card merely by pulling it in 
a direction transverse to the length of the rod. 
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