
J  
E u r o p a , s c h e s P _   MM  II  M  M  M  MM  M  Ml  II  II  II  I  II 
European  Patent  Office  *f*r\  a  0*1  n  » 

j  ©  Publication  number:  0  4 6 9   4 8 9   B 1  
Office  europeen  des  brevets 

E U R O P E A N   PATENT  S P E C I F I C A T I O N  

©  Date  of  publication  of  patent  specification:  10.05.95  ©  Int.  CI.6:  F1  6F  1 /04  

©  Application  number:  91112650.6 

@  Date  of  filing:  27.07.91 

Axially  loadable  canted  coll  springs. 

©  Priority:  30.07.90  US  559330  ©  Proprietor:  Balsells,  Peter  J. 
17592  Sherbrook  Drive 

@  Date  of  publication  of  application:  Tustln, 
05.02.92  Bulletin  92/06  California  92680  (US) 

©  Publication  of  the  grant  of  the  patent:  Proprietor:  Balsells,  Joan  C. 
10.05.95  Bulletin  95/19  17592  Sherbrook  Drive 

Tustln, 
©  Designated  Contracting  States:  California  92680  (US) 

AT  BE  CH  DE  DK  ES  FR  GB  GR  IT  LI  LU  NL  SE 
@  Inventor:  Balsells,  Peter  J. 

©  References  cited:  17592  Sherbrook  Drive 
US-A-  3  468  527  Tustln, 
US-A-  4  826  144  California  92680  (US) 
US-A-  4  830  344 
US-A-  4  915  366 

©  Representative:  Kohler  -  Schmld  +  Partner 
Patentanwalte 
Ruppmannstrasse  27 
D-70565  Stuttgart  (DE) 

00 

o> 
00 

CO 

Note:  Within  nine  months  from  the  publication  of  the  mention  of  the  grant  of  the  European  patent,  any  person ®  may  give  notice  to  the  European  Patent  Office  of  opposition  to  the  European  patent  granted.  Notice  of  opposition 
CL  shall  be  filed  in  a  written  reasoned  statement.  It  shall  not  be  deemed  to  have  been  filed  until  the  opposition  fee 
LU  has  been  paid  (Art.  99(1)  European  patent  convention). 

Rank  Xerox  (UK)  Business  Services 
(3.  10/3.09/3.3.3) 



EP  0  469  489  B1 

Description 

The  present  invention  is  generally  directed  to  a  garter-type,  or  torroidal  springs  suitable  for  loading 
along  a  central  axis  thereof.  More  particularly,  the  present  invention  is  directed  to  the  length  of  canted  coil 

5  springs  suitable  for  forming  a  stable,  when  unsupported,  circular  axially  loadable  spring. 
In  the  construction  of  garter-type  springs,  it  is  conventional  to  wind  a  continuous  straight  spring, 

thereafter  cut  the  spring  to  a  desired  length  and  join  the  ends  to  form  a  continuous  torris  shaped  spring. 
Springs  such  as  disclosed  in  U.S.  Patent  No.  3,468,527  to  Mather  have  joined  ends  and  form  a  garter-type 
spring  suitable  for  radial  loading,  that  is,  in  a  direction  perpendicular  to  the  central  axis  of  the  garter-type 

io  spring. 
The  Mather  reference  indicates  that  a  straight  length  of  spring  can  be  joined  to  form  a  spring  suitable 

for  axial  loading.  Contrary  to  this  disclosure,  it  has  been  found  that  a  straight  length  of  spring,  when  joined 
to  form  a  garter-type  spring,  will  not  orient  the  coils,  which  are  canted  to  a  coil  centerline,  in  a  position 
suitable  for  axially  loading,  without  exterior  support  thereof.  Rather,  the  garter-type  spring  must  be  turned, 

75  or  rotated,  so  that  the  coils  may  be  axial  loaded  without  a  deformation  thereof.  This,  however,  may  require 
complicated  assembly  in  grooves  or  other  support  devices  for  holding  the  garter-type  spring  in  a  suitable 
position  for  axial  loading. 

It  has  been  found,  in  accordance  with  the  present  invention,  that  axially  loadable  springs  may  be  formed 
from  the  length  of  spring  in  which  the  resulting  garter-type  spring  provides  canted  coils  oriented  for  axially 

20  loading  without  the  necessity  of  special  grooves  or  devices  for  orienting  the  spring.  That  is,  the  axially 
loadable  canted  coil  spring,  in  accordance  with  the  present  invention,  is  stable  in  and  of  itself.  This  feature 
provides  the  advantages  of  easy  assembly  and  elimination  of  devices  heretofore  necessary  to  enable  a 
spring  made  from  a  continuous  wire  to  be  suitable  for  axial  loading  while  unsupported. 

25  SUMMARY  OF  THE  INVENTION 

In  accordance  with  the  present  invention,  a  length  of  canted  coil  spring  suitable  for  forming  a  stable, 
when  unsupported,  circular  axially  loadable  spring,  includes  a  plurality  of  elliptical  coils  canted  along  a  coil 
centerline  with  the  coil  centerline  following  a  helical  path  about  a  helix  centerline.  In  accordance  with  the 

30  present  invention,  the  length  of  the  canted  coil  spring  is  approximately  equal  to  a  distance,  or  pitch,  along 
the  helix  centerline  necessary  for  one  complete  revolution  of  the  helical  path  thereabout. 

In  other  words,  means  are  provided,  which  define  a  length  of  spring,  for  enabling  a  length  of  canted  coil 
spring  to  be  formed  into  a  circular  axial  spring  having  a  major  axis  of  the  elliptical  coils  being  approximately 
in  the  plane  of  the  circular  axially  loadable  spring.  In  addition,  means  defining  a  coil  height,  measured  along 

35  a  minor  axis  of  each  elliptical  coil,  and  a  coil  wire  thickness  is  provided  for  causing  the  stable  circular  axially 
loadable  spring  to  assume  a  selected  turn  angle  when  the  length  of  spring  is  joined  to  form  the  circular 
axially  loadable  spring. 

In  addition,  means  may  be  provided  which  define  a  canted  coil  spring  amplitude,  measured  perpendicu- 
lar  to  the  helix  centerline  between  points  of  maximum  traverse  of  the  helical  path  from  the  helical  centerline, 

40  for  causing  the  stable  circular  axially  loadable  spring  to  assume  a  preselected  turn  angle  when  the  length  of 
canted  coil  spring  is  joined  to  form  the  circular  axially  loadable  spring. 

A  number  of  configurations,  combinations,  are  available  in  accordance  with  the  present  invention.  In  one 
embodiment,  the  helical  path  advances  in  a  clockwise  manner  along  the  helix  centerline  and  the  elliptical 
coils  are  wound  in  a  clockwise  manner  about  the  coil  centerline.  Alternatively,  the  helical  path  may  advance 

45  in  a  clockwise  manner  along  the  helical  centerline  and  the  elliptical  coils  may  be  wound  in  a  counterclock- 
wise  manner  about  the  coil  centerline. 

Other  embodiments  include  a  spring  having  a  helical  path  advancing  in  a  counter  clockwise  manner 
along  the  helical  centerline  and  the  elliptical  coils  being  wound  in  a  clockwise  manner  about  the  coil 
centerline  and,  in  a  last  embodiment,  the  helical  path  may  advance  in  a  counterclockwise  manner  along  the 

50  helix  centerline  and  the  elliptical  coils  may  be  wound  in  a  counterclockwise  manner  about  the  coil 
centerline. 

Still  more  particularly,  the  spring  in  accordance  with  the  present  invention  may  have  a  length  equal  to 
within  plus  or  minus  50  percent  of  the  pitch,  or  in  some  instances,  preferably  plus  or  minus  10  percent  of 
the  pitch  or  more  preferably,  plus  or  minus  10  percent  of  the  pitch. 

55 
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BRIEF  DESCRIPTION  OF  THE  DRAWINGS 

The  advantages  and  features  of  the  present  invention  will  appear  from  the  following  description  when 
considered  in  conjunction  with  the  accompanying  drawings  in  which: 

5  Figure  1  is  a  perspective  view  of  one  embodiment  (hereinafter  designated  "RF")  in  accordance  with  the 
present  invention,  showing  a  length  of  canted  coil  springs  in  which  a  plurality  of  elliptical  coils  have  a  coil 
centerline  following  a  helical  path  in  a  clockwise  manner  about  a  helical  centerline  and  the  elliptical  coils 
are  wound  in  a  clockwise  manner  about  the  coil  centerline; 
Figure  1a  is  a  plan  view  of  the  spring  length  of  Figure  1  with  ends  joined  to  form  a  stable  axially  loadable 

io  garter-type  spring; 
Figure  1b  is  a  plan  view  of  another  embodiment  of  the  present  invention  in  which  the  coil  centerline 
following  a  clockwise  helical  path  as  shown  in  Figure  1  ,  but  the  coils  are  wound  in  a  counterclockwise 
direction  about  the  coil  centerline  (hereinafter  designated  "RF-RF"); 
Figure  2  is  a  perspective  view  of  another  embodiment  (hereinafter  designated  "F")  in  accordance  with 

is  the  present  invention,  showing  a  length  of  canted  coil  springs  in  which  a  plurality  of  elliptical  coils  have 
coil  centerline  following  a  helical  path  in  a  counterclockwise  manner  about  a  helical  centerline  and  the 
elliptical  coils  are  wound  in  a  clockwise  manner  about  the  coil  centerline; 
Figure  2a  is  a  plan  view  of  the  spring  length  of  Figure  2  with  ends  joined  to  form  a  stable  axially  loadable 
garter-type  spring; 

20  Figure  2b  is  a  plan  view  of  another  embodiment  of  the  present  invention  in  which  the  coil  centerline 
follows  a  counterclockwise  helical  path  as  shown  in  Figure  2,  but  the  coils  are  wound  in  a  counterclock- 
wise  direction  about  the  coil  centerline  (hereinafter  designated  "F-F"); 
Figure  3  is  a  prior  art  length  of  spring  suitable  for  forming  a  stable  radial  garter-type  spring,  but  not  a 
stable  unsupported  axially  loadable  garter-type  spring; 

25  Figure  4a  and  4b  are  a  top  and  side  view  of  an  "RF"  spring  showing  the  clockwise  canting  of  coils  and 
front  and  back  angles; 
Figure  5a  and  5b  are  a  plan  and  side  view  of  an  "F"-type  coil  showing  counterclockwise  canted  coils  and 
the  relative  front  and  back  angles; 
Figure  6  and  6a  are  diagrammatic  views  of  springs  in  accordance  with  the  present  invention  showing 

30  variations  of  pitch  and  amplitude; 
Figure  7  is  a  diagram  showing  the  characteristics  of  a  garter-type  spring  in  accordance  with  the  present 
invention  showing  various  parameters  thereof; 
Figure  8  is  a  drawing  of  an  unstable  figure  eight  position  by  a  helical  length  of  spring  having  a  length  2x 
greater  than  the  pitch  length. 

35 
DETAILED  DESCRIPTION 

Turning  now  to  Figures  1  through  2b  there  is  shown  springs  10,  12,  14,  16,  in  accordance  with  the 
present  invention  in  four  different  embodiments.  This  can  be  seen  from  Figure  1  and  1a,  spring  10, 

40  hereinafter  indicated  as  an  "RF"  series,  includes  a  plurality  of  elliptical  coils  18  canted  along  a  coil 
centerline  20,  with  the  coil  centerline  20  following  a  helical  path  about  a  helix  centerline  24. 

As  shown  in  Figure  1a,  the  ends  28,  30  of  the  spring  10  are  interconnected  to  form  a  garter-type  spring 
32,  in  which  the  coils  18  are  wound  in  a  clockwise  direction  about  the  coil  centerline  20  as  indicated  by  the 
arrow  34. 

45  Alternatively,  as  shown  in  Figure  1b,  the  coils  18  may  be  wound  in  a  counterclockwise  direction  about 
the  centerline  20  as  shown  by  the  arrow  36.  This  latter  configuration  being  identified  as  "RF"-"RF"  series. 

Turning  to  Figure  2,  there  is  shown  a  length  of  spring  40  in  which  the  plurality  of  elliptical  coils  42  are 
canted  along  a  coil  centerline  44  which  follows  a  helical  path  about  a  helical  centerline  46  in  a 
counterclockwise  direction  as  indicated  by  arrow  48.  As  shown  in  Figure  2a,  when  ends  50,  52  of  the  spring 

50  length  40  are  interconnected  to  form  a  garter-type  spring  60,  the  coils  18  may  be  wound  in  a  clockwise 
direction  as  shown  by  the  arrow  62,  in  which  case  the  spring  is  indicated  as  a  series  "F"  spring,  or, 
alternatively,  as  shown  in  Figure  2b,  if  the  coils  18  are  wound  in  a  counterclockwise  direction  (arrow  64) 
around  the  centerline  44,  the  spring  is  a  "F-F"  series  spring. 

These  springs  should  be  contrasted  with  those  of  the  art,  shown  in  Figure  3  in  which  a  length  of  the 
55  spring  70  therein  is  linear,  and  the  coils  72  follow  a  straight  coil  axis  74  before  ends  76,  78  are  attached  to 

form  a  garter-type  spring. 
As  hereinbefore  indicated,  it  has  been  discovered  that  this  type  of  spring  is  incapable  of  forming  a 

stable  garter-type  spring  suitable  for  axially  loading. 

3 
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Figure  4a  and  b  are  a  plan  view  and  cross-section  view  of  the  garter  spring  32  showing  in  the  "R" 
series,  coils  18  canting  clockwise  with  a  back  angle  80  on  an  inside  diameter  82  of  the  spring  32  and  the 
front  angle  84  on  an  outside  diameter  86  of  the  coil  32.  A  more  detailed  description  of  the  back  angle  and 
its  relationship  in  garter-type  springs  may  be  found  in  U.S.  Patent  No.  4,826,144  and  4,915,366  entitled: 

5  "Inside  Back  Angle  Canted  Coil  Spring"  and  "Outside  Back  Angle  Canted  Coil  spring",  respectively.  Since 
the  back  angle  is  clearly  described  in  these  patents,  no  detailed  discussion  thereof  is  presented  herein. 

Turning  to  Figure  5a  and  5b,  there  is  shown  a  garter-type  spring  60,  series  "F",  counterclockwise 
canting  of  coils  18  with  a  back  angle  90  along  an  outside  diameter  92  of  the  spring  60  and  a  front  angle  94 
disposed  along  the  inside  diameter  96  of  the  spring  60. 

io  In  Figures  6a  and  6b,  there  is  shown,  in  diagrammatic  form,  a  spring  10  and  10a  having  a  pitch  100  to 
amplitude  102  ratio  of  3.2.  In  Figure  6,  the  ratio  is  12.6  cm  (4.95  inches)  to  3.91  cm  (1.54  inches),  showing 
a  maximum  pitch  and  in  Figure  6a,  the  spring  10a  has  a  pitch  100a  to  amplitude  102a  ratio  of  10.2  to  12.7 
cm/3.20  cm  (4.0  to  5  inches/1  .26  inches)  or  3.2  which  represents  a  minimum  pitch  for  a  series  of  springs  to 
have  a  circular  inside  diameter  between  from  about  0.127  cm  (0.05  inches  to  about  4.45  cm  (1.75  inches)  in 

is  which  the  spring  100,  100a  will  exhibit  a  turn  angle  with  Z  (see  Figure  7),  which  will  vary  from  0  degrees  to 
approximately  45  degrees. 

Actual  parameters  for  a  series  of  springs  are  shown  in  Table  1  with  the  characteristics  stated  therein 
identified  in  Figure  7  in  which,  as  hereinabove  mentioned  Z  is  the  turn  angle,  d,  is  the  wire  diameter  CW  is 
the  coil  width,  CH  is  the  coil  height,  H  is  the  height.  It  should  be  appreciated  that  the  actual  length,  L,  as 

20  shown  in  Table  1,  corresponds  to  the  spring  10,  or  10a,  in  a  linear  configuration. 
It  should  be  appreciated  that  when  the  length  of  spring  10  or  10a  is  cut  at  a  length  about  2x  greater 

than  the  pitch  length,  the  resulting  spring  120  shown  in  Figure  8  assumes  unstable  Figure-eight  shaped 
configuration.  That  is,  it  will  not  maintain  a  garter-type  configuration  enabling  its  coils  to  be 
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1 6 2 3  

TABLE  1 

5  1 1   1  I I I  
|  I n s i d e   |  D i m e n s i o n   H  |  Turn  Angle   Z  |  CH  |  CW  | 

| |   !  |  ,  j  1   ̂

|Dia.„.vcm  |  S p r i n g   |  S p r i n g   |  S p r i n g   |  S p r i n g   |  Co i l   |  Co i l   | 
10  |  ( i n c h e s )   |  No.  1  |No.2  |  No.  1  |  No.  2  |  H e i g h t   |  H e i g h t   | 

| 1 . 2 7   |  0 .427   cm  | 0 . 4 2 5   cm  |  |  | 0 . 4 1 4   |  0 . 455   | 

75  |  (0 .50)   |  ( . 1680   i n . )   |  ( . 1675   i n . ) |   32°  |  30°  | ( . 1 6 3 ) |   ( . 179)   | 

| 1 . 9 1   |  0 .422   cm  | 0 . 4 2 5   cm  |  |  | 0 . 4 1 4   |  0 . 455   | 

|  ( 0 .75 )   |  ( . 1660   i n . )   |  ( . 1675   i n . ) |   23°  |  30°  | ( . 1 6 3 ) |   ( . 179)   | 
20  |  ,  ,  1  1  1  1  1 

| 3 . 1 8   |  0 . 425   cm  | 0 . 4 2 7   cm  |  |  | 0 . 4 1 4   |  0 . 455   | 

|  ( 1 .25 )   |  ( . 1675   i n . )   |  ( . 1680   i n . ) |   30°  |  32°  | ( . 1 6 3 ) |   ( . 179)   | 

25  |  |  1  1  1  1  1  1 

| 4 . 4 5   |  0 . 427   cm  | 0 . 4 2 5   cm  |  |  | 0 . 4 1 4   |  0 .455   | 

|  ( 1 .75 )   |  ( . 1682   i n . )   |  ( . 1675   i n . ) |   32°  |  31°  | ( . 1 6 3 ) |   ( . 179)   | 
i i   i  i  i  i  i  i 

30 

I n s i d e   Dia .   Less   t h a n   1 .27   ( . 500)   at  0 . 635   cm  ( .250   I n . )  

35  |  |  I  I I I   I I  
|  0  .  635  |  0 .434   cm  | 0 . 4 2 3   |  |  | 0 . 4 1 4   | 0 . 4 5 5   | 

|  ( 0 .25 )   |  ( . 1709   i n . )   |  ( . 1667)   |  43°  |  40°  | ( . 1 6 3 )   | ( . 1 7 9 ) |  
i i   i  i  i  i  i  i 

40 

L  =  A c t u a l   l e n g t h ,   p i t c h   =  1 0 . 3 / 1 2 . 6   ( 4 . 0 5 / 4 . 9 5 ) ,  

A m p l i t u d e   =  3 . 2 0 / 3 . 9 1   ( 1 . 2 6 / 1 . 5 4 )   =  3 .925   Max.  

45  d  =  Wire  Dia .   =  0 .055   ( . 0 2 2 )  

Back  Angle   =  14  d e g r e e s  

D  =  CH/d  = 7 . 3 6  

50  oriented  for  axial  loading. 
In  accordance  with  the  present  invention,  the  spring  length  may  be  within  plus  or  minus  50  percent  of 

the  pitch,  preferably  plus  or  minus  30  percent  of  the  pitch  and  more  preferably  plus  or  minus  10  percent  of 
the  pitch. 

As  shown  diagrammatically  in  Figure  7,  the  coils  18  have  a  major  axis  130  and  a  minor  axis  132  and  as 
55  can  be  appreciated,  when  the  turn  angle  is  0,  the  major  axis  130  will  fall  into  the  plan  of  the  circular  axially 

loadable  spring. 
Table  2  shows  additional  spring  parameters  in  which  a  CH/d  ratio  of  10.9  results  in  a  turn  angle  of  6  to 

7  degrees  and  a  CH/d  ratio  of  5.6  results  in  a  40  to  42  degree  turn  angle. 

5 
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It  should  be  appreciated  that  these  springs  10,  40,  in  accordance  with  the  present  invention,  may  have 
turn  angles  thereof  from  0  to  about  45  degrees  and  under  these  conditions,  when  the  spring  10,  40  is  joined 
to  form  circular  springs  32,  60,  the  spring  may  be  rotated  180  degrees  and  maintain  a  stable  position.  The 
direction  of  the  coils  will  not  change,  that  is,  if  it  was  clockwise  in  one  position,  it  would  still  be  clockwise  by 

5  turning  it  180  degrees. 
Review  of  the  parameters  shown  in  Tables  1  and  2  it  can  be  noted  that  the  characteristics  of  the  spring 

can  be  determined  by  the  spring  diameter,  pitch  length,  etc.  These  characteristics  are  interrelated  and  it 
should  be  appreciated  that  as  the  spring  cross-section  of  coil  height  increases  and  the  spring  diameter 
increases,  the  pitch  length  will  also  increase. 

'o  It  is  also  important  to  note  that  as  the  length  of  the  spring  increases  and  is  greater  than  the  pitch  length, 
the  spring,  when  made  in  the  form  of  circle,  will  tend  to  twist  and  form  the  eight  position.  If 

L623 
TABLE  2 

I  I  I  I I I  
I n s i d e   |  D imens ion   H  |Turn  Angle  Z  |  CH  |  CW  | 

|  I  I  I  I 

|  ,  ,  1  ,  1  1  1 

Dia.   cm  |  S p r i n g   |  S p r i n g   |  S p r i n g   |  S p r i n g   |  Coi l   |  Coi l   | 

( i n c h e s )   |  No.  1  |No.2  |No.  1  |No.  2  |  H e i g h t   |  H e i g h t   | 
i  i  i  i  i  i  i 

Ax ia l   S e r i e s   RF  106  LB  (1 .250)   - 2  

| 3 . 1 7 5   |  0 .415  | 0 . 4 1 6   |  |  | 0 . 4 1 4   |  0 .462  | 

|  (1 .250)   |  ( .1635)   |  ( .1639)   |  6°  |  7°  | ( . 1 6 3 ) |   ( .182  | 

L  =  A c t u a l   l e n g t h ,   p i t c h   =  1 0 . 3 / 1 2 . 6   ( 4 . 0 5 / 4 . 9 5 ) ,  

A m p l i t u d e   =  3 . 2 0 / 3 . 9 1   ( 1 . 2 6 / 1 . 5 4 )   =  3 . 9 2 5  

d  =  Wire  Dia.  =  0 .041  ( . 0 1 6 )  

Back  a n g l e   =  18  d e g r e e s  

D  =  D/d  =  1 0 . 1 9  

A x i a l   S e r i e s   RF  106  HB  ( 1 . 2 5 0 - 2 )  

45  ,  1  1  1  1  1  I  I 

| 3 . 1 7 5   |  0 .432  | 0 . 4 2 9   |  |  | 0 . 4 0 4   |  0 .447   | 

| ( 1 . 2 5 0 )   |  ( .170)   |  ( .169)   |  42°  |40°  |  (  .159)  |  ( .176)   | 

I  |  i  I  1  1  1  1 
50 

L  =  A c t u a l   l e n g t h ,   p i t c h   =  1 0 . 3 / 1 2 . 6   ( 4 . 0 5 / 4 . 9 5 ) ,  

A m p l i t u d e   =  3 . 2 0 / 3 . 9 1   ( 1 . 2 6 / 1 . 5 4 )   =  3 . 9 2 5  

55  d  -  Wire  Dia.  =  0 .071  ( 0 . 2 8 )  

Back  a n g l e   =  9  d e g r e e s  

D  =  CH/d  = 5 . 6 8  

6 
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the  spring  length  is,  for  example,  2  x  the  pitch,  it  will  assume  a  Figure-eight  position. 
When  the  length  of  the  spring  decreases  and  is  smaller  than  the  pitch  length,  when  making  a  circular 

spring,  the  turn  angle  will  increase. 
It  is  also  important  to  note  that  other  variables  such  as  the  back  angle,  hereinabove  discussed,  has 

5  important  implications  in  the  overall  spring  performance  as  discussed  in  the  hereinabove  referenced  U.S. 
patent. 

In  summary,  the  turn  angle  of  the  springs  made  in  accordance  with  the  present  invention,  will  vary 
primarily  on  the  CH/d  ratio  and  the  height  of  the  amplitude  of  the  centerline  helical  path.  Generally,  a  spring 
that  has  a  large  CH/d  ratio  has  a  smaller  turn  angle  and  the  spring  that  has  a  small  CH/d  ratio  has  a  large 

io  turn  angle.  For  example,  springs  that  have  a  CH/d  ratio  between  8-1/2  to  12  will  have  a  small  turn  angle, 
generally  between  0  and  10  degrees.  Springs  that  have  a  turn  angle  from  about  10  degrees  to  35  degrees 
will  have  a  CH/d  ratio  which  will  vary  to  about  6-1/2  to  about  8-1/2  and  springs  that  have  a  turn  angle 
greater  than  35  degrees  will  have  a  CH/d  ratio  of  smaller  than  6-1/2. 

Although  there  has  been  described  hereinabove  a  specific  length  of  canted  coil  springs  suitable  for 
is  forming  a  stable,  when  unsupported,  circular  axially  loadable  spring,  for  the  purpose  of  illustrating  the 

manner  in  which  the  invention  may  be  used  to  advantage,  it  should  be  appreciated  that  the  invention  is  not 
limited  thereto. 

Accordingly,  any  and  all  modifications,  variations  or  equivalent  arrangements  which  may  occur  to  those 
skilled  in  the  art,  should  be  considered  to  be  within  the  scope  of  the  invention  as  defined  in  the  appended 

20  claims. 

Claims 

1.  A  length  of  canted  coil  spring  (10,  40,  10A)  suitable  for  forming  a  stable,  when  unsupported,  circular 
25  axially  loadable  spring  (32,  60),  said  length  of  canted  coil  spring  (10,  40  10A)  having  a  plurality  of 

elliptical  coils  (18)  canted  along  a  coil  centerline  (20,  44),  characterized  in  that  the  coil  centerline  (20, 
44)  follows  a  helical  path  about  a  helix  centerline  (24,  46),  and  the  length  of  canted  coil  spring  (10,  40, 
10A)  is  approximately  equal  to  a  distance  (pitch)  along  the  helix  centerline  (24,  46)  necessary  for  one 
complete  revolution  of  the  helical  path  thereabout. 

30 
2.  The  length  of  canted  coil  spring  (10,  40,  10A)  according  to  claim  1  further  characterized  in  that  each 

coil  has  a  coil  height,  measured  along  a  minor  axis  (132)  of  each  elliptical  coil  (18),  and  a  coil  wire 
thickness,  for  causing  the  stable  circular  axially  loadable  spring  (32,  60)  to  assume  a  selected  turn 
angle  when  the  length  of  canted  coil  springs  (10,  40,  10A)  is  joined  to  form  the  circular  axially  loadable 

35  spring  (32,  60). 

3.  The  length  of  canted  coil  spring  (10,  40,  10A)  according  to  claims  1  or  2,  further  characterized  in  that  a 
canted  coil  spring  amplitude  (102,  102A)  measured  perpendicular  to  said  helix  centerline  (24,  46) 
between  points  of  maximum  traverse  of  the  helical  path  from  the  helix  centerline  (24,  46)  causes  the 

40  stable  circular  axially  loadable  spring  (32,  60)  to  assume  a  selected  turn  angle  when  the  length  of 
canted  coil  spring  (10,  40  10A)  is  joined  to  form  the  circular  axially  loadable  spring  (32,  60). 

4.  The  length  of  canted  coil  spring  (10,  10A)  according  to  claim  1  or  2  further  characterized  in  that  the 
helical  path  advances  in  a  clockwise  manner  (26)  along  the  helix  centerline  (24)  and  the  elliptical  coils 

45  (18)  are  wound  in  a  clockwise  manner  (34)  about  said  coil  centerline  (20). 

5.  The  length  of  canted  coil  spring  (10,  10A)  according  to  claim  1  or  2  further  characterized  in  that  the 
helical  path  advances  in  a  clockwise  manner  (26)  along  the  helix  centerline  (24)  and  the  elliptical  coils 
(18)  are  wound  in  a  counterclockwise  manner  (36)  about  said  coil  centerline  (20). 

50 
6.  The  length  of  canted  coils  spring  (40,  10A)  according  to  claim  1  or  2  further  characterized  in  that  the 

helical  path  advances  in  a  counterclockwise  manner  (48)  along  the  helix  centerline  (46)  and  the  elliptical 
coils  are  wound  in  a  clockwise  manner  (62)  about  said  coil  centerline  (44). 

55  7.  The  length  of  canted  coil  spring  according  to  claim  1  or  2  further  characterized  in  that  the  helical  path 
advances  in  a  counterclockwise  manner  (48)  along  the  helix  centerline  (46)  and  the  elliptical  coils  are 
wound  in  a  counterclockwise  manner  (64)  about  said  coil  centerline  (44). 

7 
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8.  The  length  of  canted  coil  spring  (10,  40,  10A)  according  to  claim  1  further  characterized  in  that  the 
length  of  canted  coil  spring  is  within  ±  10  percent  of  the  pitch  (100,  100A). 

9.  The  length  of  canted  coil  spring  (10,  40,  10A)  according  to  claim  1  further  characterized  in  that  the 
5  length  of  canted  coil  spring  is  within  ±  50  percent  of  the  pitch  (100,  100A). 

10.  The  length  of  canted  coil  spring  (10,  40,  10A)  according  to  claim  1  further  characterized  in  that  the 
length  of  canted  coil  spring  is  within  ±  30  percent  of  the  pitch  (100,  100A). 

w  Patentanspruche 

1.  Abschnitt  einer  Feder  (10,  40,  10A)  mit  gekippten  Windungen,  geeignet,  eine  stabile,  im  nicht 
gestutzten  Zustand  kreisformige  axial  belastbare  Feder  (32,  60)  zu  bilden,  wobei  der  Abschnitt  der 
Feder  (10,  40,  10A)  mit  gekippten  Windungen  eine  Mehrzahl  von  elliptischen  Windungen  (18)  aufweist, 

is  die  entlang  einer  Windungs-Mittellinie  (20,  44)  gekippt  sind,  dadurch  gekennzeichnet,  dal3  die  Win- 
dungs-Mittellinie  (20,  44)  einer  schraubenformigen  Bahn  urn  eine  Schrauben-Mittellinie  (24,  46)  folgt 
und  dal3  der  Abschnitt  der  Feder  (10,  40,  10A)  mit  gekippten  Windungen  ungefahr  gleich  einem 
Abstand  (Gewindesteigung)  entlang  der  Schrauben-Mittellinie  (24,  46)  ist,  die  fur  einen  kompletten 
Umlauf  der  schraubenformigen  Bahn  urn  diese  erforderlich  ist. 

20 
2.  Abschnitt  einer  Feder  (10,  40,  10A)  mit  gekippten  Windungen  nach  Anspruch  1,  weiterhin  dadurch 

gekennzeichnet,  dal3  jede  Windung  eine  solche,  entlang  der  Nebenachse  (132)  jeder  elliptischen 
Windung  (18)  gemessene  Windungshohe  und  eine  solche  Windungsdrahtdicke  hat,  dal3  bewirkt  wird, 
dal3  die  stabile  kreisformige  axial  belastbare  Feder  (32,  60)  einen  ausgewahlten  Wicklungswinkel 

25  annimmt,  wenn  der  Abschnitt  der  Federn  (10,  40,  10A)  mit  gekippten  Windungen  zusammengefugt  ist, 
urn  die  kreisformige  axial  belastbare  Feder  (32,  60)  zu  bilden. 

3.  Abschnitt  einer  Feder  (10,  40,  10A)  mit  gekippten  Windungen  nach  Anspruch  1  oder  2,  weiterhin 
dadurch  gekennzeichnet,  dal3  die  Amplitude  (102,  102A)  der  Feder  mit  gekippten  Windungen,  welche 

30  Amplitude  im  rechten  Winkel  zur  Schrauben-Mittellinie  (24,  46)  zwischen  Punkten  von  maximaler 
Quererstreckung  der  schraubenformigen  Bahn  von  der  Schrauben-Mittellinie  (24,  46)  gemessen  wird, 
bewirkt,  dal3  die  stabile  kreisformige  axial  belastbare  Feder  (32,  60)  einen  ausgewahlten  Wicklungswin- 
kel  annimmt,  wenn  der  Abschnitt  der  Feder  (10,  40,  10A)  mit  gekippten  Windungen  zusammengefugt 
ist,  urn  die  kreisformige  axial  belastbare  Feder  (32,  60)  zu  bilden. 

35 
4.  Abschnitt  einer  Feder  (10,  10A)  mit  gekippten  Windungen  nach  Anspruch  1  oder  2,  weiterhin  dadurch 

gekennzeichnet,  dal3  die  schraubenformige  Bahn  im  Uhrzeigersinn  (26)  entlang  der  Schrauben- 
Mittellinie  (24)  fortschreitet  und  dal3  die  elliptischen  Windungen  (18)  im  Uhrzeigersinn  (34)  urn  die 
Windungs-Mittellinie  (20)  gewunden  sind. 

40 
5.  Abschnitt  einer  Feder  (10,  10A)  mit  gekippten  Windungen  nach  Anspruch  1  oder  2,  weiterhin  dadurch 

gekennzeichnet,  dal3  die  schraubenformige  Bahn  im  Uhrzeigersinn  (26)  entlang  der  Schrauben- 
Mittellinie  (24)  fortschreitet,  und  dal3  die  elliptischen  Windungen  (18)  im  Gegenuhrzeigersinn  urn  die 
Windungs-Mittellinie  (20)  gewunden  sind. 

45 
6.  Abschnitt  einer  Feder  (40,  10A)  mit  gekippten  Windungen  nach  Anspruch  1  oder  2,  weiterhin  dadurch 

gekennzeichnet,  dal3  die  schraubenformige  Bahn  im  Gegenuhrzeigersinn  (48)  entlang  der  Schrauben- 
Mittellinie  (46)  fortschreitet  und  dal3  die  elliptischen  Windungen  im  Uhrzeigersinn  (62)  urn  die  Win- 
dungs-Mittellinie  (44)  gewunden  sind. 

50 
7.  Abschnitt  einer  Feder  mit  gekippten  Windungen  nach  Anspruch  1  oder  2,  weiterhin  dadurch  gekenn- 

zeichnet,  dal3  die  schraubenformige  Bahn  im  Gegenuhrzeigersinn  (48)  entlang  der  Schrauben-Mittellinie 
(46)  fortschreitet  und  dal3  die  elliptischen  Windungen  im  Gegenuhrzeigersinn  (64)  urn  die  Windungs- 
Mittellinie  (44)  gewunden  sind. 

55 
8.  Abschnitt  einer  Feder  (10,  40,  10A)  mit  gekippten  Windungen  nach  Anspruch  1,  weiterhin  dadurch 

gekennzeichnet,  dal3  der  Abschnitt  der  Feder  mit  gekippten  Windungen  innerhalb  von  ±  10  Prozent  der 
Gewindesteigung  (100,  100A)  ist. 

8 
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9.  Abschnitt  einer  Feder  (10,  40,  10A)  mit  gekippten  Windungen  nach  Anspruch  1,  weiterhin  dadurch 
gekennzeichnet,  dal3  der  Abschnitt  der  Feder  mit  gekippten  Windungen  innerhalb  von  ±  50  Prozent  der 
Gewindesteigung  (100,  100A)  ist. 

5  10.  Abschnitt  einer  Feder  (10,  40,  10A)  mit  gekippten  Windungen  nach  Anspruch  1,  weiterhin  dadurch 
gekennzeichnet,  dal3  der  Abschnitt  der  Feder  mit  gekippten  Windungen  innerhalb  von  ±  30  Prozent  der 
Gewindesteigung  (100,  100A)  ist. 

Revendicatlons 
10 

1.  Longueur  de  ressort  a  spires  obliques  (10,  40,  10A)  appropriee  pour  former  un  ressort  circulaire  stable, 
sans  appui,  susceptible  de  charge  axiale  (32,  60),  ladite  longueur  de  ressort  a  spires  obliques  (10,  40, 
10A)  ayant  une  pluralite  de  spires  elliptiques  (18)  inclinees  le  long  d'un  axe  (20,  44)  des  spires, 
caracterisee  en  ce  que  I'axe  (20,  44)  des  spires  suit  un  trajet  helico'fdal  autour  d'un  axe  (24,  46) 

is  d'helice,  et  la  longueur  du  ressort  a  spires  obliques  (10,  40,  10A)  est  approximativement  egale  a  un 
distance  (un  pas)  mesuree  le  long  de  I'axe  (24,  46)  de  I'helice  qui  est  necessaire  pour  un  tour  complet 
du  trajet  helico'fdal  autour  de  cet  axe. 

2.  Longueur  de  ressort  a  spires  obliques  (10,  40,  10A)  selon  la  revendication  1,  caracterisee  en  ce  que 
20  chaque  spire  a  une  hauteur  de  spire,  mesuree  le  long  du  petit  axe  (132)  de  chaque  spire  elliptique  (18), 

et  une  epaisseur  de  fil  de  spire,  capable  de  faire  prendre  au  ressort  stable  circulaire  susceptible  de 
charge  axiale  (32,  60)  un  angle  de  tour  selectionne  lorsque  la  longueur  de  ressort  a  spires  obliques  (10, 
40,  10A)  est  assemblee  pour  former  le  ressort  circulaire  susceptible  de  charge  axiale  (32,  60). 

25  3.  Longueur  de  ressort  a  spires  obliques  (10,  40,  10A)  selon  la  revendication  1  ou  2,  caracterisee  en  outre 
en  ce  que  I'amplitude  (102,  102A)  du  ressort  a  spires  obliques,  mesuree  perpendiculairement  audit  axe 
(24,  46)  de  I'helice  entre  les  points  de  largeur  maximum  du  trajet  helico'fdal  a  partir  de  I'axe  (24,  46)  de 
I'helice  fait  prendre  au  ressort  stable  circulaire  susceptible  de  charge  axiale  (32,  60)  un  angle  de  tour 
selectionne  lorsque  la  longueur  de  ressort  a  spires  obliques  (10,  40,  10A)  est  reunie  pour  former  le 

30  ressort  circulaire  susceptible  de  charge  axiale  (32,  60). 

4.  Longueur  de  ressort  a  spires  obliques  (10,  10A)  selon  la  revendication  1  ou  2,  caracterisee  en  outre  en 
ce  que  le  trajet  helico'fdal  avance  dans  le  sens  des  aiguilles  d'une  montre  (26)  le  long  de  I'axe  (24)  de 
I'helice  et  les  spires  elliptiques  (18)  sont  enroulees  dans  le  sens  des  aiguilles  d'une  montre  (34)  autour 

35  dudit  axe  (20)  des  spires. 

5.  Longueur  de  ressort  a  spires  obliques  (10,  10A)  selon  la  revendication  1  ou  2,  caracterisee  en  ce  que 
le  trajet  helico'fdal  avance  dans  le  sens  des  aiguilles  d'une  montre  (26)  le  long  de  I'axe  (24)  de  I'helice 
et  les  spires  elliptiques  (18)  sont  enroulees  dans  le  sens  inverse  de  celui  des  aiguilles  d'une  montre 

40  (36)  autour  dudit  axe  (20)  des  spires. 

6.  Longueur  de  ressort  a  spires  obliques  (40,  10A)  selon  la  revendication  1  ou  2,  caracterisee  en  ce  que 
le  trajet  helico'fdal  avance  dans  le  sens  inverse  de  celui  des  aiguilles  d'une  montre  (48)  le  long  de  I'axe 
(46)  de  I'helice  et  les  spires  elliptiques  sont  enroulees  dans  le  sens  inverse  de  celui  des  aiguilles  d'une 

45  montre  (62)  autour  dudit  axe  (44)  des  spires. 

7.  Longueur  de  ressort  a  spires  obliques  selon  la  revendication  1  ou  2,  caracterisee  en  ce  que  le  trajet 
helico'fdal  avance  dans  le  sens  inverse  de  celui  des  aiguilles  d'une  montre  (48)  le  long  de  I'axe  (46)  de 
I'helice  et  les  spires  elliptiques  sont  enroulees  dans  le  sens  inverse  de  celui  des  aiguilles  d'une  montre 

50  (64)  autour  dudit  axe  (44)  des  spires. 

8.  Longueur  de  ressort  a  spires  obliques  (10,  40,  10A)  selon  la  revendication  1,  caracterisee  en  outre  en 
ce  que  la  longueur  de  ressort  a  spires  obliques  est  dans  les  limites  de  ±  10  pourcent  du  pas  (100, 
100A). 

55 
9.  Longueur  de  ressort  a  spires  obliques  (10,  40,  10A)  selon  la  revendication  1,  caracterisee  en  outre  en 

ce  que  la  longueur  de  ressort  a  spires  obliques  est  dans  les  limites  de  ±  50  pourcent  du  pas  (100, 
100A). 

9 
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Longueur  de  ressort  a  spires  obliques  (10,  40,  10A)  selon  la  revendication  1,  caracterisee  en  outre  en 
ce  que  la  longueur  de  ressort  a  spires  obliques  est  dans  les  limites  de  ±  30  pourcent  du  pas  (100, 
100A). 
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