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ßÀÆ {å �ÀÃÉÝ�° �««��V>�ÌÃ ÃÕL��Ì
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*�ÃÌ��}  Õ�LiÀ ,�Óån£Ç	®° /�
Ü�iÝ vÕ�� ��v�À�>Ì��� >L�ÕÌ Ì�i ��L
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ÝÉ� V���ÕÌ>L�i `�ÃÌ>�Vi vÀ��
Ý�À�Ã�Ìi° ,+½�/-\ 	>V� �À iµÕ�Ü° E
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��ÜÃÌ��Ì `Õi `�}�Vi «ÀVÃÃ v�À
iÞ�ÃÌ�} E «À�Ã«VÌÜi �}ÀÃ° /�V��Ì�}
«À�ÌÌ` Ó `>ßÃ É Ý� ÝÉ�� �À��
V��Ì�} `ÃÌ�Vi° f£xn]ååå �
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>Ài �iÌ° � Ìi�iV���ÕÌ��}É�ßLÀ�`
Ý�À� ÃV�i`Õ�i �>ß Li «iÀ��ÌÌi`
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��`ÃÌÀß° ��Ì] Ý��� >VV«Ì 	>V�i��À½Ã E x
ßÀÃ �v Ì�i Ã«Vv` iÞ«° �Õ�� Ã«>� �v iÞ«
�ÕÃÌ ��V�`\ ���ßÃ�Ã E �iÜi� �v ��v�
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«À��iVÌÃ° ��L Àiµ > 	>V�i��À½Ã `i}Àii
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«�Ã�Ì���° -�Àß f£åx]ååå�fÓå£]åååÉßÀ°
-i�` V�ÜiÀ �iÌÌiÀÉÀiÃÕ�i �`i�Ì�vß��}
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À�Ã���>�>}i �£å ,>ÌiÃ v��½� ��ÃÌÀÕ�
�i�ÌÃ] ��V� 1°-° /Ài>ÃÕÀß ÃiVÕÀ�Ì�iÃ]
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EAST W L D Pts GF GA

Inter Miami CF 16 4 5 53 56 39

Cincinnati 15 7 3 48 44 33

Columbus 12 4 7 43 47 22

Red Bulls 10 4 11 41 42 31

NYCFC 11 9 5 38 36 30

Charlotte FC 10 8 7 37 30 27

Orlando City 9 9 7 34 39 38

Toronto FC 9 14 3 30 34 47

Atlanta 7 11 7 28 35 36

Philadelphia 6 10 9 27 45 42

CF Montréal 6 10 9 27 34 49

Nashville 6 11 8 26 26 39

D.C. United 6 11 8 26 35 50

Chicago 6 12 7 25 30 42

New England 7 14 2 23 23 47

WEST W L D Pts GF GA

LA Galaxy 14 5 7 49 50 36

Los Angeles FC 14 5 5 47 48 30

Real Salt Lake 12 5 8 44 51 34

Colorado 12 9 5 41 50 43

Vancouver 11 8 5 38 43 35

Houston 10 7 7 37 35 30

Seattle FC 10 8 7 37 34 29

Portland 10 9 6 36 50 42

Minn. United 9 10 6 33 40 41

Austin FC 8 10 7 31 28 37

FC Dallas 8 11 6 30 38 39

Sporting K.C. 6 14 6 24 41 52

St Louis City 4 10 11 23 32 46

San Jose 4 19 2 14 31 61
Note: 3 pts. for win, 1 for tie
Saturday
Red Bulls at Charlotte FC, 7:30pm
Chicago at NYCFC, 7:30pm
Seattle FC at Minnesota, 6:30pm
Los Angeles FC at Vancouver, 7:30pm
FC Dallas at D.C. United, 7:30pm
Cincinnati at Miami, 7:30pm
New England at CF Montréal, 7:30pm
Toronto FC at Houston, 8:30pm
Orlando City at Sporting K.C., 8:30pm
Austin FC at Nashville, 8:30pm
San Jose at Salt Lake, 9:30pm
Atlanta at LA Galaxy, 10:30pm
St Louis City at Portland, 10:30pm
Wednesday, August 28
Columbus at Philadelphia, 7:30pm
Saturday, August 31
NYCFC at Columbus, 7:30pm
Philadelphia at Red Bulls, 7:30pm
Atlanta at Charlotte FC, 7:30pm
CF Montréal at Cincinnati, 7:30pm
Nashville at Orlando City, 7:30pm
D.C. United at Toronto FC, 7:30pm
Vancouver at Austin FC, 8:30pm
Miami at Chicago, 8:30pm
Colorado at FC Dallas, 8:30pm
New England at Salt Lake, 9:30pm
Houston at Los Angeles FC, 10:30pm
Seattle FC at Portland, 10:30pm
Minnesota at San Jose, 10:30pm

Soccer
English EFL Trophy
Manchester United U21 3, Barnsley 2
Tottenham Hotspur U21 3, Bristol Rovers 3
(Tottenham Hotspur U21 wins 6-5 on 
penalty kicks)
Burton Albion 3, Leicester City U21 1
Chesterfield 1, Manchester U21 1
(Chesterfield wins 4-2 on penalty kicks)
Reading 3, West Ham U21 1
Rotherham United 2, Mansfield Town 0
Port Vale 2, Salford City 0
Stevenage  1, Crystal Palace U21 0
Everton U21 3, Tranmere Rovers 1
Fulham U21 2, Shrewsbury 1
AFC Wimbledon 1, Wycombe Wanderers 0
Crawley Town 3, Brighton & Hove Albion U21 1
(Crawley Town wins 4-3 on penalty kicks)

By BRIAN LEWIS

The Liberty keep running 
away from the pack atop the 
WNBA standings.

But it’s still not enough. Not 
even after Tuesday’s 94-74 
rout of the Wings before a 
sellout crowd of 11,455 at Bar-
clays Center.

It’s not enough to salve the 
sting of losing in last year’s Fi-
nals. Not until they get back 
and finish the deal. That’s not 
a goal they’re shying away 
from. It’s one they’re owning.

“What I want to see from 
our team is just the way that 
we continue to get better, and 
obviously stacking these wins. 
Everybody keeps saying ‘Oh, 
you guys clinched the playoffs. 
Why are you still trying hard?’ 
And I’m like, ‘What do you 
mean? We haven’t done any-
thing,’ ” Breanna Stewart said. 
“We want to obviously keep 
that [top seed], we want home 
court advantage.

“I feel like we haven’t done 
anything yet. Our record is 
great of course, but there’s so 
much we can get better at, and 
we don’t want to peak too 
soon.”

Thanks to a vastly improved 
defense from last year, the 
Liberty have reeled off seven 
straight wins. They’ve come 

back from the Olympic break 
with a 103-68 laugher over the 
Sparks in L.A., then a 79-67 
victory on the road at Las Ve-
gas — but it won’t make up for 
the heartbreak of losing last 
year’s WNBA Finals to those 
same Aces.

The Liberty are enjoying the 
wins, and the league-best 24-4 
record. But there’s no danger 
of complacency setting in. 
They’re not letting victory de-
feat them.

“Yeah, we’re having a lot of 
fun,” Jonquel Jones said. “It’s 
always fun when you’re win-
ning obviously, but it’s even 
better when you’re surrounded 
by really great people. And 
that’s the power we have, being 
on this team and being able to 
come in every day and work 
with the people we work with. 
So we’re having a lot of fun, 
and we want to get the job 
done and bring a champion-
ship back to the city.”

Unlike their Barclays Center 
co-tenants, the Nets, the Lib-
erty have the look of a cham-
pionship team. And that’s the 
bar they’ve set.

Stewart and Sabrina Ionescu 
won Olympic gold in Paris. 
The Liberty played Tuesday 
sans Ionescu — who leads 
them in scoring and assists — 
due to a neck injury, but stayed 
focused. Former MVPs Stewart 
and Jones kept them that way.

Stewart had a game-high 26 
points and a dozen rebounds, 
and Jones added 23 points and 

another dozen boards. Court-
ney Vandersloot shouldered 
Ionescu’s backcourt burden 
with 15 points and 11 assists, 
both career-highs.

It was just the second time 
in team history that three 
teammates had double-dou-
bles. But it was the defense 
that was the difference, out-re-
bounding the Wings 47-28 and 
holding them to 20 points in 
the paint on 10-of-28 shooting.

“We had to grind it out. It 
wasn’t always pretty. But we 
still put up 94 points, [and] we 
kept a really dangerous team 
to 74,” coach Sandy Brondello 
said. “The area of growth for 
us we keep talking about is de-
fense. If we can be consist-
ently good on the defensive 
end and rebounding, that’s go-
ing to put us in good shape as 
we move forward.”

The Liberty were in great 
shape even shorthanded. They 
closed the first on a 16-5 run — 
including the last eight unan-
swered —to lead 26-16. They 
padded that cushion to 15 in 
the second quarter and 16 in 
the third. When they saw the 
lead shrink to 69-65 seconds 
into the fourth, they pushed it 
up to 22 late.

“We haven’t achieved our 
goal yet. It’s about can we get 
better? How do we get better?” 
Brondello said. “There’s two 
months left in the season, and 
that will go away in a flash, 
and hopefully we’re the last 
team to win.”

League-leading 
Libs smash Wings

LIBERTY 94
WINGS 74

WE GOT THIS: Jonquel Jones (left) Breanna Stewart (center) and Kennedy Burke celebrate 
during an easy,  94-74 rout of Dallas on Tuesday at Barclays Center. The Liberty have their 
sights set on a WNBA title this season. Michelle Farsi 
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The New York Post reserves the right to
edit, reclassify, reject or cancel an ad at
any time. We can only give appropriate
credit, not to exceed the cost of the ad, for
one insertion. We are not liable for com-
plete omissions. Any discrepancies must
be brought to our attention within 30 days
of the first day the ad runs, in order to
receive consideration for credit.
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