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Supplementary Information 2. Methodological quality assessment: questions and 

scoring flowchart. 

Questions 

1) Randomization: Was the allocation sequence adequately generated and applied (selection bias)? 

2) Baseline characteristics: Were the groups similar at baseline (selection bias)?  

Were all groups implanted in one animal and where there differences in load bearing 

between implantation sites (2.1), and if not all groups were in one animal, was randomization 

adequately performed?  

How were animal characteristics divided over the groups (2.2)?  

Where there differences between groups at the moment of surgical intervention (2.3)?  

3) Implantation concealment: Was the allocation adequately concealed (selection bias)? 

4) Random housing: Were the animals randomly housed during the experiment (performance bias)? 

5) Blinding: Where the caregivers and/or investigators blinded from knowledge which intervention 

each animal received during the experiments (performance bias)? 

6) Random outcome assessment: Were the animals selected at random for outcome assessment 

(detection bias)? 

7) Analysis blinding: Was the outcome assessor blinded (detection bias)? 

8) Incomplete outcome data: Were incomplete outcome data adequately addressed (attrition bias)? 
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Flowchart 

 
 

 

 


