Pithiest quotes survive, no matter their inaccuracy
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QUOTES BY AND ABOUT
CHARLES DARMIN:

¥ *You care for nathing but shooting. dogs
and rat-catching, and you will be a
disgrace to yoursell and all your family.”
— Darwin's father, despairing at his son’s
lack of imterest in his university studies.
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Emmia, in 1844, on leaving a secret manuscript

magazines, as well as tens of thousands of web-
sites in dozens of linguages.

But both quotations are spurious, acconding to
wop Darwin scholars.

“These sentenoes do not appear amywhere in Dar
win's work,” says Patrick Tort, a Darwin expert ar
:h« \.muml Mm-ellm of Natural History in Paris

The British Natural History Museum websites
thed out that gem fora massive celebratory exhibit
Together, they appear in countless books and
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spent the Last decade “combarting
the endless dmotmm of Darwin's ideas.”
To make miatters worse:, neither quote is faith-
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b “This preservatbon ol favourable ofthe specimens that Darwin collected on the five-
individial differences and variation, year voyage that triggered his insights, could not
and the destruction of those which are account for the ertoneous dtation, prominently
injurious, | have called Natural Selection, highlighted in an online biography.
or the Survival of the Fittest. Variations “Our web team are currently looking into the
neither useful nor injuriows would not be sourceof the copy in question and will address any
alfected by natural selection ... .~ errors of misleading information,” Sam Roberts,
— On The Origin of Species, 6th edition the museum's media relations manager, said by
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ful to his ideas sbout the role of natural selection
inevolution.

“These pithy litthe sayings oy o encapsulite Dar
win,” Wyhe said by phone, amused and annoyed
in equal measure.

“Unfortunately all of them are actually rather
WIOng

1t is not the species that are most responsive to
change that are likely to survive, he explained.

“It is the ones that are lucky, or already have the

noonc has read him,” said Wyhe.
‘Wyhe suggested the fake Darwin quotes may
be inspired by the marketing and business mi-
Lieu, which distorted his ideas to make a point.
That secms to be the case for Darwin Awrlines, a
small regional carrier based in Switzerland.
“We can adapt, we are flexible,” said Vincenio
Cammaraio, the company’s deputy head of com-
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in explaining the compary’s unusual name.

When informed that the motto waswrong, Cam-
marato did not seem too concemed, poinfing out
that not many people know the difference. A big
ger problem for the tiny airtine, he explained, 1
that some consumers associate Darwin with ex-
tinction. For Darwin scholars, the great man's
entire opus is available online ina searchable for
mat (www.darwin-online org.




