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B N25%& The Community Chest

Message from Dr John C C Chan GBs, Jp,
Campaign Committee Chairman

At the half-year mark of the 2020/2021 campaign year, prospects appeared dim from a
fund raising perspective. The global pandemic impacted the economy and also caused the
cancellation of some long-standing Chest events, including the Corporate Challenge and the
New Territories Walk for Millions. As | first observed while serving as Campaign Committee
Chairman in 1999/2000, donation levels are intrinsically tied to the economic environment.
The same relationship still holds true today.

However as we approached the year end, rays of light began to pierce the darkness. The
renowned generosity of Hong Kong people and the perseverance of the Chest's committees
allowed us to conclude this campaign year with nearly HK$325 million in donations raised —
exceeding our initial fundraising target of HK$248 million by around 31%.

Here | must pay special tribute to the Chest's staunch supporters, especially our long-term
charity partners: Hong Kong Exchange and Clearing Limited and HKEX Foundation. Under
the revised “Stock Code Balloting for Charity Scheme” which was first launched in 1999, a
substantial HK$130 million was raised during the campaign year under review. | must also
thank our new and special donors for their timely contributions, including HK$27 million
from Ant Group, as well as several generous bequest donations.

As the pandemic has reshaped our everyday way of life, the Chest has also adapted to the
“new normal” in our fundraising activities. For example, we transformed the Hong Kong and
Kowloon Walk for Millions, held in early 2021, into a virtual event — attracting over 5,500
participants including long-term corporate teams and individual entrants. We also joined
hands with Bank of China (Hong Kong) and Hongkong and Shanghai Banking Corporation
to set up various e-payment platforms, making it easy and convenient for donors to make
donations.

Although the year under review has been challenging to say the least, the Chest was
founded on the firm conviction that the compassion and generosity of Hong Kong people
will provide hope and support for the least fortunate members of our society. This year, |
have been more deeply touched than ever by the kindness of our donors and the dedication
of our event organising committee members, whose efforts stand as testament to the caring
spirit of our city.

John C C Chan

Campaign Committee Chairman
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