
April 6, 2023 

 
 

 
 
 

COUNTY ORDINANCES  
 

AND 
 

REGULATIONS 
   



April 6, 2023 

County Ordinances and Regulations 
 

ORDINANCES 
 
Ordinance No. 1 Nude Entertainment Ordinance     Page 000001 
 
Ordinance No. 2 Ordinance to Repeal Ordinance Number Two Establishing   Page 000006 

Massage Parlor Regulations         
 

Ordinance No. 3 Ordinance for the Prevention of Environmental Blight  Page 000008 
  
 
Ordinance No. 4 Ordinance Re-Enacting and Re-Adopting the 2018 Edition  Page 000012 

of The International Fire Code with Amendments Thereto   
  

Ordinance No. 5 Ordinance to Regulate the Location and Operation of  Page 000022 
Vending on Streets and Sidewalks in Unincorporated  
Adams County   
 

Ordinance No. 6 Ordinance for the Control of Unleased and Unclaimed Animals Page 000032 
     
Ordinance No. 7 Adult Motion Picture Theater Ordinance    Page    N/A 
   (Invalidated by judicial decision) 
 
Ordinance No. 8 Ordinance to Regulate Loitering by Minor Children in 

Unincorporated Adams County     Page 000041 
 

Ordinance No. 9 Adams County Traffic Code      Page 000043 
 
Ordinance No. 10 Ordinance Re-Enacting and Re-Adopting Ordinance No. 10  Page 000048 

Regulating Pawnbrokers and Providing Penalties for the 
   Violation Thereof 

 
Ordinance No. 11 Ordinance Concerning the Illicit Discharges to the Public  Page 000055 
   Storm Drainage System or Waters of the State of Colorado 

within Unincorporated Adams County 
Also see links below: 
https://adcogov.org/stormwater 
https://adcogov.org/development-standards-regulations, Chapter 9 
https://www.adcogov.org/sites/default/files/Stormwater-Utility-Policy-
Manual_v2022.pdf 
 

Ordinance No. 12 Ordinance Re-Enacting and Re-Adopting the 2018 Edition  Page 000067 
Of The International Building Codes and the 2017 Edition 
Of The National Electrical Code with Amendments Thereto 
 
 

https://adcogov.org/stormwater
https://adcogov.org/development-standards-regulations
https://www.adcogov.org/sites/default/files/Stormwater-Utility-Policy-Manual_v2022.pdf
https://www.adcogov.org/sites/default/files/Stormwater-Utility-Policy-Manual_v2022.pdf


April 6, 2023 

 
Ordinance No. 13 Repealed by Board Of County Commissioners Resolution  

dated December 16, 2014      N/A 
 

Ordinance No. 14 Repealed in 2018 with the enaction of the 2018 building 
codes.         N/A 
 

Ordinance No. 15 Ordinance Regulating Marijuana Hospitality Businesses and Page 000093  
   Providing for Licenses for Such Businesses  
 
Ordinance No. 16 Ordinance Designating Residential Parking Districts  Page 000100 

    
 

RESOLUTIONS 
 

Animal Control 
 

March 1, 2022  Resolution Approving The Animal Control Code   Page 000108 
 

 
Firearms 

 
January 28, 1980 Resolution Prohibiting the Discharge of Firearms in Certain  Page 000119  

Unincorporated Areas of Adams County, Colorado 
 
February 19, 1980  Resolution Prohibiting the Discharge of Firearms in Certain  Page 000120  
   Unincorporated Areas of Adams County, Colorado 
 
   Adams County Map of Restricted Firearm Discharge Areas  Page 000121 
 
April 15, 2013  Resolution Prohibiting The Open Carrying Of Firearms In  Page 000122 
   County Buildings 
 

Marijuana 
 

December 8, 2010 Resolution Prohibiting the Establishment and Operation   Page 000124  
of Medical Marijuana Facilities within Adams County  

 
December 16, 2014 Resolution Approving Marijuana Regulation Amendments   Page 000127  

in Unincorporated Adams County 
 
June 30, 2015  Resolution Approving Local Marijuana Licensing Regulations  Page 000129  

in Unincorporated Adams County 
 
 
June 30, 2015  Resolution Extending the Limit of Ten Marijuana Establishments  Page 000150 

in Unincorporated Adams County 
 



April 6, 2023 

March 21, 2020 Resolution Approving Marijuana Licensing Caps and Regulation Page 000151 
   Amendments in Unincorporated Adams County 
 
July 28, 2020  Resolution Approving Amendments to the Marijuana Licensing Page 000153 
   Regulations in Unincorporated Adams County 

 
Parks, Trails, Open Spaces & Cultural Arts 

 
December 6, 2022 Resolution Adopting Updated Rules and Regulations for Adams Page 000177  
   County Parks, Trails, Open Space and Cultural Arts Areas 
   Effective December 6, 2022 
 

Zoning Regulations 
 
See link below to Adams County Development Standards and Regulations 
https://adcogov.org/development-standards-regulations  

 
 

 

https://adcogov.org/development-standards-regulations


000001



000002



000003



000004



000005



000006



000007



000008



000009



000010



000011



000012



000013



000014



000015



000016



000017



000018



000019



000020



000021



000022



000023



000024



000025



000026



000027



000028



000029



000030



000031



000032



000033



000034



000035



000036



000037



000038



000039



000040



000041



000042



000043



000044



000045



000046



000047



000048



000049



000050



000051



000052



000053



000054



000055



000056



000057



000058



000059



000060



000061



000062



000063



000064



000065



000066



000067



000068



000069



000070



000071



000072



000073



000074



000075



000076



000077



000078



000079



000080



000081



000082



000083



000084



000085



000086



000087



000088



000089



000090



000091



000092



000093



000094



000095



000096



000097



000098



000099



000100



000101



000102



000103



000104



000105



000106



000107



 

 

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS FOR 

ADAMS COUNTY, STATE OF COLORADO 

 

RESOLUTION APPROVING THE ANIMAL CONTROL CODE 

Resolution 2022-043 

WHEREAS, the Board of County Commissioners is expressly authorized by § 30-15-101, et 

seq., Colorado Revised Statute (C.R.S.), as amended, to adopt a resolution establishing 

reasonable regulations and restrictions concerning the control, licensing, and impoundment of 

dogs and other animals; and,  

 

WHEREAS, the Board of County Commissioners is also expressly authorized by § 30-15-

401(1)(e), C.R.S., as amended, to adopt an ordinance for the control of unleashed or unclaimed 

animals; and, 

 

WHEREAS, Adams County has developed this Resolution to function harmoniously with 

Ordinance No. 6 for the Control of Unleashed or Unclaimed Animals; and,   

 

WHEREAS, Adams County Animal Management (“ACAM”) has recommended revisions to 

previously implemented animal control regulations that better enable ACAM to regulate the 

licensing and control of dogs and other animals and comply with recent legislative changes; and,  

 

WHEREAS, the Board of County Commissioners concurs with the recommendations of ACAM, 

and finds that the licensing and regulation of dogs and other animals within the territory of 

unincorporated Adams County is a matter of local concern that is necessary for the protection of 

the health, safety, and welfare of the citizens of Adams County. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Board of County Commissioners, County of 

Adams, State of Colorado, that the Animal Control Code, attached hereto and incorporated by 

reference herein, is approved and shall become effective as of March 1, 2022.    

 

Upon motion duly made and seconded the foregoing resolution was adopted by the 

following vote: 

Henry Aye 

Tedesco Aye 

Pinter Aye 

O’Dorisio Aye 

Baca Aye 

                                                                    Commissioners 

STATE OF COLORADO ) 

County of Adams ) 

 

I,    Josh Zygielbaum    , County Clerk and ex-officio Clerk of the Board of County 

Commissioners in and for the County and State aforesaid do hereby certify that the 

annexed and foregoing Order is truly copied from the Records of the Proceedings of the 

Board of County Commissioners for said Adams County, now in my office. 

 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand and affixed the seal of said 

County, at Brighton, Colorado this 25
th

 day of January A.D. 2022. 

 

County Clerk and ex-officio Clerk of the Board of County Commissioners 

 

Josh Zygielbaum: 

        By: 

 

 

          Deputy 
 

  

000108



 

 2 

 

ANIMAL CONTROL CODE 

 

ARTICLE I: DEFINITIONS 

 

Pursuant to § 2-4-101, C.R.S., as amended, all words and phrases contained in this Code shall be 

read in context and construed according to the rules of grammar and common usage, unless 

otherwise particularly defined herein. 

 

1-1. “Adams County Animal Management (ACAM)” means the work unit within the 

Adams County Community Safety and Well-Being, tasked with the duties and 

responsibilities associated with the management, control, and enforcement of pet animal 

issues. 

 

1-2. “Abandon” means the leaving of an animal without adequate provisions for the animal’s 

proper care by its owner, the person responsible for the animal’s care or custody, or any 

other person having possession of such animal. 

 

1-3. Altered Dog” means a dog from which the reproductive organs have been removed 

(spayed or neutered). 

 

1-4. “Animal” means any living pet animal. 

 

1-5. “Animal Management Officer” means any employee of Adams County who is 

employed for the purpose of animal control. 

 

1-6.  “Animal in heat” means a female dog or other animal during its regular recurrent period 

of estrus (heat) or ovulation. 

 

1-7.  “Barking Dog” means any dog, whether on or off the dog owner’s premises, that 

disturbs the peace of any person by loud, habitual, and persistent barking, howling, 

yelping, whining, or other utterance. 

 

1-8.  “Bodily injury” means any physical injury that results in severe bruising, muscle tears, 

or skin lacerations requiring professional medical treatment or any physical injury that 

requires corrective or cosmetic surgery, or any other injury as defined in § 18-9-

204.5(2)(a), C.R.S., as amended. 

 

1-9.  “Caretaker” or “Custodian” means any person who harbors an animal or has the 

custody, charge, care, or possession of a pet animal, including the owner of the animal.  

 

1-10. “Cat” means any animal of the genus and species Felis catus. 

 

1-11. “Confined” means caged or restrained in a manner that prevents or precludes escape. 

 

1-12.  “Control” means:  

 

(a) Physical restraint of an animal by means of a leash, cord, or chain or confinement 

of a animal within the boundaries of the real property of its owner or caretaker; or 

 

(b) Physical or verbal command, domination, or regulation of animals, such as 

working livestock, retrieving wild game in season with a licensed hunter, assisting 

law enforcement officers, or being trained for any of these pursuits; or 

 

(c) Prevention of noise or disturbance that constitutes a violation of section 5-10, 

below. 

 

1-13.  “Dog or domestic dog” means any animal of the genus and species Canis Familiaris or 

that is related to the wolf. 
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1-14.  “Excessive pet animal feces” means any accumulation of feces from one or more pet 

animals in sufficient quantity to generate odors off the premises of the owner or 

caretaker.   

 

1-15.  “Harboring” means occupying any premises on which an animal is kept or to which an 

animal customarily returns for food and care.  Persons harboring an animal shall be 

subject to the provisions of this Code as it applies to animal owners caretakers, and 

custodians. 

 

1-16.  “Impound” means to take custody of and hold an animal at the Riverdale Animal 

Shelter (RAS). 

 

1-17.  “Licensed facility” means a dog kennel, boarding, or breeding facility duly regulated, 

inspected, and licensed by any federal or state governmental entity, including the United 

States Department of Agriculture and the Colorado Department of Agriculture. 

 

1-18.  “Livestock” means cattle, swine, sheep, goats, and such horses, mules, donkeys, and 

other animals used in the farm or ranch production of food, fiber, or other agricultural 

products. 

 

1-19. “Mistreatment” means every act or omission that causes or unreasonably permits the 

continuation of unnecessary or unjustifiable pain or suffering.  

 

1-20. “Neglect” means failure to provide food, water, protection from the elements, or other 

care generally considered to be normal, usual, and accepted for an animal’s health and 

well-being consistent with the species, breed, and type of animal. 

 

1-21. “Owner” means any person who is eighteen (18) years of age or older, or the parent or 

guardian of any child under the age of eighteen (18) years, that has, possesses, controls, 

harbors, keeps, has a financial interest in, or has custody of an animal, including a vicious 

animal as the term is defined in this Code. 

 

1-22.  “Person” means any individual human being or any firm, corporation, or other 

organization. 

 

1-23.  “Pet animal” means: 

 

(a) Any animal owned or kept by a person for companionship or protection or for sale 

to others for such purposes, pursuant to § 30-15-101(3), C.R.S., as amended. 

 

(b) The definition of “pet animal” does not include feral cats, wildlife, livestock used 

for any purposes or that is estray as defined in § 35-44-101, C.R.S., as amended, 

or animals that are owned or bought and sold through the efforts of those that are 

licensed, inspected, or both, by the United States Department of Agriculture, the 

Colorado Department of Agriculture, or both. 

 

1-24.  “Provocation” means threatening, tormenting, teasing, or striking an animal.  

 

1-25.  “Rabies vaccination tag” or “vaccination tag” means a valid metal tag issued by a 

licensed veterinarian evidencing a current rabies vaccination. 

 

1-26. “Riverdale Animal Shelter (RAS)” means the animal shelter owned and operated by 

Adams County for the impoundment of animals, pursuant to § 30-15-101(1)(a)(IV), 

C.R.S., as amended, the Pet Animal Care and Facilities Act, § 35-80-101, et seq., C.R.S., 

as amended, and § 35-80-106.6, C.R.S. titled the Care of Dogs and Cats in Animal 

Shelters and Pet Animal Rescues.  

 

1-27.  “Running-at-large” means an animal that is not on the property of its owner or 

caretaker or is not under the control of a person.   
 

1-28.  “Unaltered dog” means a dog that is six (6) months of age or older and is not spayed or 

neutered. 
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1-29.  “Vicious or dangerous animal” means: 

 

(a) Any pet animal that has inflicted bodily injury upon or has caused the death of a 

person, another animal, or livestock; or 

 

(b) Any pet animal that has demonstrated tendencies that would cause a reasonable 

person to believe the animal may inflict bodily injury upon or cause the death of 

any person, another animal, or livestock; or  

 

(c) Any pet animal that has engaged in or been trained for animal fighting as 

described and prohibited in § 18-9-204, C.R.S., as amended; or 

 

(d) A dangerous dog, as defined in § 18-9-204.5, C.R.S., as amended. 

 

1-30.  “Wildlife” means living things and especially mammals, birds, fishes, and reptiles that 

are neither human nor domesticated. 

 

 

ARTICLE II: DUTIES AND POWERS OF ANIMAL MANAGEMENT OFFICERS 

 

2-1. Pursuant to § 30-15-102(3) and § 30-15-105, C.R.S., as amended, Animal Management 

Officers shall hereby have the duty and authority to enforce all sections of this Code as it 

pertains to pet animals, including issuing, signing, and serving citations or summonses 

and complaints and making all administrative determinations as required by this Code 

and shall be included in the definition of “peace officer” under § 18-3-201(2), C.R.S., as 

amended, as it pertains to assaults upon peace officers  

 

2-2. It shall be lawful for an Animal Management Officer to enter upon private property to 

capture an animal to be impounded for violation of this Code if: 
 

(a) The Animal Management Officer has obtained a search warrant; or 
 

(b) The Animal Management Officer has obtained the consent of the owner or resident of 

the property; or 
 
 (c) The Animal Management Officer is in pursuit of an animal that has been running-at-

large, except that the Animal Management Officer shall not enter into any enclosed 

building or structure on private property without a search warrant or the consent of the 

owner or resident of the property upon which the enclosed building or structure is 

located. 

 

2-3. Animal Management Officers may be appointed to the State Bureau of Animal Protection 

pursuant to § 35-42-107, C.R.S. and nothing in this Code shall abrogate their powers and 

duties thereunder.  

 

2-4. Nothing in this Code shall be construed to prevent any Animal Management Officer from 

taking whatever action is reasonably necessary to protect his or her person or members of 

the public from injury by any animal. 

 

ARTICLE III: RECORDS 

 

3-1. It shall be the duty of ACAM to keep, or cause to be kept, accurate, detailed, and 

complete records of all licenses, summonses, complaints, warnings, and violations issued 

under this Code. 

 

 

 

 

ARTICLE IV: LICENSING OF DOGS 

 

4-1. Owners of dogs that are six (6) months of age or older shall cause such dogs to be 

licensed by RAS. Each dog license shall be valid for a period of one year from the date of 

issuance and shall be renewed annually. 
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4-2. To obtain a dog license, the owner must present to RAS a valid rabies vaccination 

certificate indicating the dog has been vaccinated against rabies by a licensed 

veterinarian.   

 

4-3. The fees for licensing shall be established by separate resolution of the Board of County 

Commissioners and shall be assessed as follows: 
 

(a) Spayed and neutered dogs.  The annual licensing fee for spayed and neutered dogs 

shall apply upon presentation to RAS of valid proof from a licensed veterinarian that the 

dog has been neutered or spayed.  Unaltered dogs may be licensed for this fee if RAS 

finds, in its sole discretion, that there is a valid medical reason precluding the dog from 

being spayed or neutered. 
 
(b) Unaltered dogs.  The annual licensing fee for dogs that do not meet the criteria 

established under this section 4-3(a) shall be the fee established for unaltered dogs.  

 

(c) Exemption for licensed facility owners.  Owners of licensed facilities shall be exempt 

from paying licensing fees but shall be subject to all other provisions of this Code. 

 

 

ARTICLE V: PROHIBITED OR UNLAWFUL ACTS 

 

5-1. Rabies vaccinations required.  Dog and cat owners shall be strictly liable for violations 

of this section, regardless of the actions of any non-owner caretakers. 
 

(a) Vaccination required.  The owner or custodian of any dog or cat shall have such dog 

or cat vaccinated against rabies by a licensed state veterinarian, unless such owner or 

custodian has a written statement from a state licensed veterinarian that vaccination 

against rabies would be detrimental to the health of such dog or cat and presents said 

statement to an animal management officer.  Such vaccination shall be performed on or 

before the appropriate anniversary date of the initial vaccination as determined by the 

compendium of animal rabies control § 25-4-615(2), C.R.S. Any person who acquires 

within the county a dog or cat shall have such dog or cat vaccinated within 30 days of 

such acquisition or within 30 days after the dog or cat reaches six months of age, 

whichever occurs later.   
 
(b) It is unlawful for any person to possess any dog or cat which has not been vaccinated 

for rabies as provided for in subsection (a) of this section or which cannot be identified as 

having a current certificate of vaccination 
 
(c) It shall be unlawful for a dog or cat to be off of the property of its caretaker without 

wearing its current rabies vaccination tag, which shall be affixed to the dog by means of a 

collar or harness. 
 
(d) It shall be unlawful for a dog or cat to have affixed to it a license/rabies tag other than 

its own. 

 

5-2. Licensing.  Dog owners shall be strictly liable for violations of this section, regardless of 

the actions of any non-owner caretakers. 
 

(a) It shall be unlawful for a dog that is age six (6) months or older to not be licensed as 

prescribed herein. 
 

(b) It shall be unlawful for a dog to be off of the property of its caretaker without wearing 

its current Adams County license tag, which shall be affixed to the dog by means of a 

collar or harness. 
 

(c) It shall be unlawful for a dog to have affixed to it a license/rabies tag other than its 

own. 

  

5-3. Accumulation of excessive pet animal feces prohibited.   

(a) It shall be unlawful for an owner or caretaker of any pet animal to permit 

excessive pet animal feces to accumulate.   
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(b) No summons and complaint for a violation of this Section 5-3 shall be issued unless at 

least one written warning, signed by an Animal Management Officer and at least one 

complainant, has been issued to an owner or keeper of the dog or dogs and/or the owner 

of the real property where the violation was found. Such written warning shall contain the 

date and time when the violation occurred and a brief explanation of the nature of the 

complaint and findings. Once a written warning has been issued, a summons and 

complaint may be issued for any violations that have occurred seven (7) days after the 

written warning without the necessity of an additional warning. 

 

5-4. Animals prohibited from causing damage. 
 

(a) It shall be unlawful for the owner or custodian of any animal to permit said animal, 

with or without the direct knowledge of that owner or custodian, to destroy, damage, or 

injure any shrubbery, plants, flowers, grass, lawn fence, structure, part of any structure, 

other domestic animal, or anything whatsoever upon any private property owned or 

occupied by a person other than the owner or custodian of such animal.  The owner or 

custodian may not permit or allow their animal to come into contact with a motor vehicle 

owned by someone other than the owner or custodian of the animal in such a way so as to 

cause damage to the motor vehicle when said motor vehicle is on property other than that 

of the animal owner or custodian.  Any animal permitted to engage in the activities 

prohibited by this section may be impounded as provided in Article VII of this Code. 
 

(b) Any animal found trespassing or found causing damage to property as described in 

subsection (a) of this section may be humanely restrained by the owner or occupant of 

such property, or by such owner’s or occupant’s agent, for a reasonable time, during 

which time such owner, occupant, or agent shall notify animal management of his 

possession of the animal, release the animal to the owner or custodian, release the animal 

at the site of its capture, or transport the animal to the animal shelter. 

 

5-5. Animals in heat must be confined.  Any unspayed dog in the stage of estrus (heat) shall 

be confined during such time in a house or secure and enclosed building, and said area of 

enclosure shall be so constructed that no male dog may gain access to the confined 

animal without human assistance.  The Animal Management Officer shall order any 

unspayed dog that is in the state of estrus and that is not properly confined, or any such 

dog that is creating a neighborhood nuisance to be removed to a boarding kennel, to a 

veterinary hospital, or to the animal shelter.  All expenses incurred as a result of the 

confinement shall be paid by the owner or custodian.   

 

5-6. Dangerous dog (unlawful ownership), Damages/destroys property of another,   

Bodily injury to person, Serious bodily injury to person, Injury/death to an animal 

is prohibited. It shall be unlawful for any person to unlawfully, own, possess, harbor, 

keep, have a financial/property interest in, have custody/control over a dangerous dog and 

said dog cause bodily injury to a person, serious bodily injury to a person, injury/death of 

a domestic animal, or damage/destruction of property of another. This violation applies 

only to damages and injuries resulting in restitution of more than one thousand dollars 

($1,000). 

 

5-7. Cruelty to animals prohibited.   
 
 (a) Pursuant to § 18-9-202, C.R.S., it shall be unlawful for any person to knowingly, 

recklessly, or with criminal negligence, cause and procure the over-driving, over-

working, tormenting, deprivation of necessary sustenance, unnecessary and cruel beating, 

housing in a manner that results in chronic or repeated serious physical harm carrying in 

and upon a vehicle in a cruel or reckless man manner, engaging in sex act with, 

neglecting, abandoning, torturing, needless mutilating, needless killing of an animal or 

otherwise mistreat or neglect an animal.  Animal Management Officers appointed to the 

State Bureau of Animal Protection pursuant to 35-42-107 are so authorized to conduct 

investigations and issues summons and complaints for the enforcement of §18-9-201 et 

seq.  This unlawful conduct shall also serve as a violation of the Animal Control Code.   

 
 
(b) An Animal Management Officer, having authority to act under this section, may take 

possession of and impound an animal that the Animal Management Officer has probable 

cause to believe is a victim of a violation of subsection (a) of this section, or is a victim of 
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a violation of § 18-9-204, C.R.S., and as a result of the violation is endangered if it 

remains with the owner or custodian. If, in the opinion of a licensed veterinarian, an 

animal impounded pursuant to this Section 5-7 is experiencing extreme pain or suffering, 

or is severely injured past recovery, severely disabled past recovery, or severely diseased 

past recovery, the animal may be euthanized without a court order. 

 

5-8. Habitual violations of Code prohibited.  It shall be a separate unlawful offense for an 

owner or caretaker of any animal to violate this Code after being convicted for violating 

this Code three (3) or more times during any consecutive twelve (12) month period of 

time. 

 

5-9. Interference with an Animal Management Officer prohibited.  It shall be unlawful for 

any person to knowingly interfere with, hinder, or obstruct an Animal Management 

Officer in the performance of his or her duties under this Code. 

 

5-10. Barking, Howling, or Other Unreasonable Animal Noise Prohibited. 
 
(a) It shall be unlawful for  any person who owns or keeps a dog petty offense if such dog 

individually makes, or in combination with another dog or dogs together make, any 

noises or disturbances by barking, howling, yelping, whining or other utterance that is 

audible beyond the premises on which the dog is kept, for a consecutive period in excess 

of twenty (20) minutes during the day (7 A.M. to 9 P.M.) or for a consecutive period in 

excess of ten (10) minutes during the night (9:01 P.M. to 6:59 A.M.), and/or a cumulative 

period in excess of one-hundred twenty (120) minutes during any twenty-four (24) hour 

period. 
 
(b) No summons and complaint for a violation of this Section 5-10 shall be issued unless 

at least one written warning, signed by the Animal Management Officer and at least one 

complainant, has been issued to an owner or keeper of the dog or dogs that have exceed 

the noise limits. Such written warning shall contain the date and time when the violation 

occurred and a brief explanation of the nature of the noise complaint. Once a written 

warning has been issued, a summons and complaint may be issued for any violations that 

have occurred seven (7) days after the written warning without the necessity of an 

additional warning.  
 
(c) No summons and complaint shall be issued, nor shall there be a conviction for a 

violation of this Section5-10 , unless there are two (2) complaining witnesses from 

separate households who have signed such complaint; except that only one (1) 

complaining witness shall be required to sign the complaint under either of the following 

circumstances: 
 
(1) An Animal Management Officer or Deputy Sheriff has personally investigated the 

complaint of a single complainant and observed the nature and duration of the noise 

created by the dog(s) and can testify as to such observations, or 
 
(2) A complainant has presented to the Animal Management Officer or Deputy Sheriff 

at the time of the complaint other credible and admissible corroborative evidence of 

the alleged violation. 

 

5-11. Provocation of animals prohibited.  It shall be unlawful for any person to engage in 

provocation of an animal. 

 

5-12. Unsafe tethering.  It shall be unlawful for the owner or custodian of any animal to tether 

any animal in such a manner that the animal may become entangled and unable to reach 

shelter or water, or in such a manner that the animal may be injured, strangled, or 

otherwise caused to suffer. 
 
(a) It shall be unlawful to tether any animal on any property other than that of the owner 

or custodian without prior written permission of the property owner or occupant, or to 

allow any animal tethered on the property of the owner or custodian to have access to 

property other than that of the animal owner or custodian. 

 

(b) Any injured animal on public property or property other than that of the owner or 

custodian without permission of the property owner or occupant shall be removed by the 

Animal Management Officer and given any stabilizing veterinary treatment deemed 
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reasonable under shelter guidelines, pending notification of the owner or custodian.  The 

owner or custodian of such animal shall be liable for all veterinary expenses and 

impoundment fees.  

 

ARTICLE VI: PENALTIES FOR VIOLATIONS 

 

6-1. Pursuant to § 30-15-102(1), C.R.S., as amended, and § 18-1.3-503, C.R.S. any violation 

of this Code shall be a petty offense and shall be punishable by a fine of not more than 

three hundred dollars ($300), imprisonment for not more than ten days in a county jail, or 

both, for each separate offense. Pursuant to Adams County Ordinance 6. For the Control 

of Unleashed or Unclaimed Animals, certain additional animal-related offenses are also 

subject to penalties and are incorporated into this table by reference. 

 

6-2. Pursuant to § 30-15-102, C.R.S., as amended, Animal Management Officers, and/or any 

arresting law enforcement officers, are hereby authorized to assess penalties for 

violations of this Code in accordance with the penalty assessment procedures of § 16-2-

201, C.R.S., as amended, and as otherwise specified herein. 

 

6-3. Accordingly, a graduated fine schedule for violations of this Code shall be imposed as 

follows: 
 

VIOLATION 
SECTION 

OF CODE 

NUMBER OF 

OFFENSES 
FINE 

Failure to vaccinate 

against rabies 

§ 5-1(a) 1 

2 

3 or more 

$50 

$100 

$150 

Rabies vaccination tag 

not affixed  

§ 5-1(c) 1 

2 

3 or more 

$50 

$100 

$150 

Misuse of rabies 

vaccination tag 

§ 5-1(d) 1 

2 

3 or more 

$50 

$100 

$150 

Failure to license animal § 5-2(a) 1 

2 

3 or more 

$25 

$50 

$100 

License tag not affixed to 

animal 

License tag not affixed to 

animal (continued) 

§ 5-2(b) 

 

§ 5-2(b) 

1 

2 

3 or more 

$25 

$50 

$100 

Misuse of animal license 

tag 

§ 5-2(c) 1 

2 

3 or more 

$25 

$50 

$100 

Excessive accumulation 

of pet animal feces 

§ 5-3 1 

2 

3 or more 

$25 

$50 

$100 

Property Damage § 5-4 1 

2 

3 or more 

$75 

$150 

$300 

Animal in heat and not 

confined 

§ 5-5 1 

2 

3 or more 

$100 

$200 

$300 

Dangerous dog causing 

injury or damage 

§ 5-6 1 or more 

 

$300 

 

Cruelty § 5-7 

 

1 or more $300 or Court Summons 

Habitual violations § 5-8 1 or more $300 

Interference with an 

Animal Management 

Officer 

§ 5-9 1 or more $300 

Barking, Howling, or 

Other Unreasonable 

§ 5-10 1 

2 

$25 

$50 
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Animal Noise Prohibited 3 or more $100 

Provocation of an animal § 5-11 1 

2 

3 or more 

$50 

$75 

$100 

Unsafe Tethering  § 5-12 1 

2 

3 or more 

$100 

$200 

$300 

Animal-at-large Ordinance 

No. 6 

1 

2 

3  

4 or more 

$75 

$150 

$300 

$1000  

Vicious or dangerous 

animal-at-large 

Ordinance 

No. 6 

1 or more 

 

$1000 

 

Habitual Ordinance 

Violations 

Ordinance  

No. 6 

1 or more $1000 

 

6-4. The graduated fines enumerated above shall be imposed when any owner, caretaker, 

custodian, or other person violates this Code or Ordinance 6 as indicated 
 
6-5. Pursuant to § 30-15-102(3), C.R.S., as amended, whenever an Animal Management 

Officer has probable cause to believe a violation of this Code has occurred, the officer 

shall issue a penalty assessment notice to the alleged offender, which shall be in the form 

of a summons and complaint. 
 
6-6. Pursuant to § 16-2-201(2), C.R.S., as amended, the summons and complaint shall identify 

the alleged offender, state with specificity the sections of this Code that were allegedly 

violated by the offender, state the applicable fine for the offense or each offense, and 

state that the alleged offender must pay the fine(s) by a date certain or appear to answer 

the charge(s) at a specified time and place.  A duplicate copy of the summons and 

complaint shall be sent to the County Court Clerk of the 17
th

 Judicial District. 
 
6-7. Pursuant to § 16-2-201(3), C.R.S., as amended, if the person given a summons and 

complaint chooses to acknowledge guilt, the person may pay the assessed fine by mail, in 

person or online, within the time specified in the summons and complaint. 
 
6-8. If the person given a summons and complaint chooses not to acknowledge guilt and to 

contest the violation(s) alleged, the person shall appear in court at the date, time, and 

place specified in the summons and complaint.   

 

ARTICLE VII: IMPOUNDING ANIMALS 
 

7-1. Animals running-at-large.  Pursuant to §§ 30-15-101(1)(a)(IV) and (V), C.R.S., as 

amended, an Animal Management Officer may impound any animal not under control or 

found running-at-large, including dogs found without license tags or rabies vaccination, 

any animal that has inflicted bodily injury, any animal that appears to be sick or injured 

and in need of medical attention, and/or any animal otherwise in violation of this Code. 

 

7-2. Disposition of animals found running-at-large.  Animals found running-at-large shall 

be impounded in accordance with § 35-80-106.3, C.R.S., as amended, during which time 

the staff of the RAS shall make reasonable efforts to identify and notify the owner of the 

pet animal of its impoundment.   
 

(a) If the owner of the animal is identified and notified, the animal may be released to the 

custody and control of the owner or the owner’s designee upon payment in full of the 

costs incurred by the RAS in boarding and caring for the pet animal.   
 

(b) If the RAS staff is unable to identify or notify the owner of a pet animal of its 

impoundment, after making reasonable efforts to do so, the pet animal may be made 

available for adoption or may be humanely euthanized at the sole discretion of the 

Director or their designee of the RAS in accordance with § 35-80-106.3, C.R.S, as 

amended. 
 

(c) If an impounded animal is determined by the Director or their designee of the RAS to 

be critically injured or ill, and it is deemed by the Director or their designee to be in the 
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best interests of the animal for it to be humanely euthanized, such euthanization may 

occur immediately at the sole discretion of the Director or their designee. 
 

(d) If the owner of an animal is identified after the animal is adopted or euthanized, the 

owner shall be liable for the costs of board and care during the animal’s impoundment. 

 

7-3 Animals that inflict bodily injury.  Any animal that is suspected of having bitten or that 

bites a person causing bodily injury shall be immediately impounded for a minimum of 

ten (10) days from the date of the suspected bite or bites to be observed for symptoms of 

rabies. The impoundment can be in home quarantine, impoundment at the RAS or licensed 

veterinarian or licensed kennel facility of owner’s choice  if a bodily injury occurs.  

During the impoundment period, the animal shall not be placed for adoption, placed in 

foster care, or returned to its owner or caretaker.  The owner of the pet animal shall be 

liable for the costs of board and care incurred by the ACASAC during the period of 

impoundment pursuant to §18-9-202.5.   
 

The provisions of § 25-4-601, et seq., C.R.S., as amended, concerning rabies control, shall 

be applicable to such incidents of impoundment.  
 
7-4 Disposition of animals that inflict bodily injury.  Upon the issuance of a summons 

specified in and pursuant to §18-9-202.5, C.R.S. the owner’s dangerous dog may be taken 

into custody and placed in a public animal shelter, at the owner’s expense, pending final 

disposition of the charge against the owner. In addition, in the event the court, pursuant to 

the Colorado rules of criminal procedure and part 1 of article 4 of title 16, C.R.S., sets 

bail for an owner’s release from custody pending final disposition, the court may require, 

as a condition of bond, that the owner’s dangerous dog be placed by an impound agency, 

as defined in §18-9-202.5 (5), C.R.S. at the owner’s expense in a location selected by the 

impound agency including a public animal shelter, licensed boarding facility, or 

veterinarian’s clinic, pending final disposition of the alleged violation of this section. The 

owner is liable for the total cost of board and care for a dog placed pursuant to this 

provision. 

 

7-5. Disposition of unclaimed animals.  Any animal that remains impounded and unclaimed 

shall be processed in accordance with §18-9-202.5, C.R.S. and all applicable laws. 

Otherwise all animals impounded and unclaimed for period of forty-eight (48) 

consecutive hours following notification of its owner of its impoundment or following a 

court hearing at which violation of this Code was at issue, shall become the property of 

the RAS.  The animal may thereafter be adopted or humanely euthanized in accordance 

with the policies of the RAS, but the owner of the animal shall not thereby be discharged 

from liability for the costs associated with the board and care of the animal during its 

impoundment.   

 

ARTICLE VIII: ADDITIONAL PROVISIONS 

 

8-1 Validity of Code.  Pursuant to § 18-9-204.5(5)(b), C.R.S., as amended, nothing in § 18-

9-204.5, C.R.S., as amended, shall be construed to abrogate Adams County’s authority to 

issue animal management and licensing resolutions and to impose penalties for violations 

of the same as provided by law. 
 
8-2. No liability associated with enforcement.  Pursuant to § 30-15-104, C.R.S., as 

amended, the Board of County Commissioners, Animal Management Officers, 

employees at the ACASAC, and any other persons authorized to enforce this Code, shall 

not be held responsible for any accident or subsequent disease that may occur to any 

animal in connection with the administration of this Code. 
 
8-3. Disposition of fines.  Pursuant to § 30-15-103, C.R.S., as amended, all fines and 

licensing fees collected for violations of this Code shall be paid into the treasury of the 

County, and deposited into the County’s general fund, as such fines and fees are 

collected. Court costs, if any, shall be paid directly to the Court.  
 
8-4. Limitation on suits.  Prosecutions for the commission of any violation of this Code shall 

be barred one (1) year after the commission of the offense.   
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8-5. Severability. If any section, paragraph, clause, or provision of this Code shall be 

adjudged to be invalid or unenforceable, the invalidity or unenforceability of such 

section, paragraph, clause, or provision shall not affect any of the remaining sections, 

paragraphs, clauses, or provisions of this Code, it being the intention that the various 

parts hereof are severable. 
 
8-6. Effective Date.  Pursuant to § 30-15-405, C.R.S., as amended, this Code shall take effect 

on March 1, 2022. 
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STATE OF COLORADO ) 
COUNTY OF ADAMS ) 
 
 At a regular meeting of the Board of County Commissioners for Adams County, Colorado, 
held at the Administration Building in Brighton, Colorado on the 22nd day of April, 2013 there were 
present: 

  Eva J. Henry    Chair 
  Charles “Chaz” Tedesco   Commissioner 
  Erik Hansen     Commissioner 
  Heidi Miller   Acting County Attorney 
  Keisha Hirsch, Deputy    Clerk of the Board 

 
when the following proceedings, among others were held and done, to-wit: 
 
RESOLUTION PROHIBITING THE OPEN CARRYING OF FIREARMS IN COUNTY 
BUILDINGS 
 
WHEREAS, pursuant to Colorado Revised Statute § 30-11-101(2), Adams County has the 
authority to adopt and enforce resolutions regarding health, safety, and welfare issues; and,  
 
WHEREAS, Colorado Revised Statute § 29-11.7-104, specifically authorizes Adams County to 
prohibit the open carrying of a firearm in a building or specific area within the jurisdiction of the 
County; and, 
 
WHEREAS, the Adams County Board of County Commissioners finds that legitimate public 
safety concerns arise from allowing the open carrying of firearms in county buildings. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Board of County Commissioners, County of 
Adams, State of Colorado, that the open carrying of firearms in county buildings is hereby 
prohibited.  
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Upon motion duly made and seconded the foregoing resolution was adopted by the following vote: 
Henry  Aye 
Tedesco  Aye 
Hansen  Aye 

 Commissioners 
STATE OF COLORADO ) 
County of Adams ) 
 
I,    Karen Long    , County Clerk and ex-officio Clerk of the Board of County Commissioners in and 
for the County and State aforesaid do hereby certify that the annexed and foregoing Order is truly 
copied from the Records of the Proceedings of the Board of County Commissioners for said Adams 
County, now in my office. 
 
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand and affixed the seal of said County, at 
Brighton, Colorado this 15th day of April, A.D. 2013. 
 

County Clerk and ex-officio Clerk of the Board of County Commissioners 
Karen Long: 
 
        By: 

  
          Deputy 
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BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISIONERS FOR 

ADAMS COUNTY, STATE OF COLORADO 

RESOLUTION APPROVING MARIJUANA LICENSING CAPS AND REGULATION 

AMENDMENTS IN UNINCORPORATED ADAMS COUNTY 

Resolution 2020-168 

WHEREAS, on November 6, 2012, the voters of Colorado approved the adoption of Amendment 

64, thereby adding Article XVIII, Section 16, Personal Use and Regulation of Marijuana, to the 

Colorado Constitution; and, 

WHEREAS, Article XVIII, Section 16 of the Colorado Constitution provides for the licensing 

and regulation of recreational marijuana establishments, including marijuana cultivation 

facilities, marijuana product manufacturing facilities, marijuana testing facilities, and retail 

marijuana stores; and, 

WHEREAS, the Board of County Commissioners (BoCC) has extensive authority to regulate 

land use within Adams County, including, but not limited to, laws relating to the County 

Planning and Building Codes, and the Local Government Land Use Control Enabling Act; and, 

WHEREAS, on December 16, 2014, the BoCC voted to approve the maximum number of 

marijuana establishment licenses in unincorporated Adams County; and,  

WHEREAS, on December 11, 2018 after careful consideration and evaluation of the County’s 

marijuana regulations, the BOCC revised and increased the maximum number of allowed 

marijuana establishments in Unincorporated Adams County from 10 to 12 establishments, 

adding 2 additional retail marijuana stores; and,  

WHEREAS, the BoCC now wishes to convert the one (1) unused Marijuana Testing Facility 

License to a Retail Marijuana Store License; and,  

WHEREAS, upon conversion of the unused Marijuana Testing Facility License to a Retail 

Marijuana Store License, the allowed establishments will consist of: a maximum of six (6) Retail 

Marijuana Store Licenses, a maximum of three (3) Retail Marijuana Cultivation Facility 

Licenses, a maximum of three (3) Retail Marijuana Product Manufacturing Facility Licenses. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Board of County Commissioners, County of 

Adams, State of Colorado, that the unused Marijuana Testing Facility License is hereby 

converted to a Retail Marijuana Store License, and the Marijuana Licensing Caps and 

Regulations are hereby amended as set forth in this resolution. 
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Upon motion duly made and seconded the foregoing resolution was adopted by the 

following vote: 

Henry Aye 

Tedesco Aye 

Pinter Aye 

O’Dorisio Aye 

Hodge Aye 

                                                                    Commissioners 

STATE OF COLORADO ) 

County of Adams ) 

 

I,    Josh Zygielbaum    , County Clerk and ex-officio Clerk of the Board of County 

Commissioners in and for the County and State aforesaid do hereby certify that the 

annexed and foregoing Order is truly copied from the Records of the Proceedings of the 

Board of County Commissioners for said Adams County, now in my office. 

 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand and affixed the seal of said 

County, at Brighton, Colorado this 31
st
 day of March A.D. 2020. 

 

County Clerk and ex-officio Clerk of the Board of County Commissioners 

 

Josh Zygielbaum: 

        By: 

 

 

          Deputy 
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ADAMS COUNTY, COLORADO 
MARIJUANA LICENSING REGULATIONS 

 
Part I. General Provisions 

 
Section 1.01 Title 
 
These Regulations shall be known and referred to as the “Adams County Marijuana Licensing 
Regulations” (referred to herein as “Regulations”).  
 
Section 1.02 Authority 
 
These Regulations are adopted pursuant to Colorado Const., Art. XVIII, §16(5)(f); the Colorado 
Marijuana Code, C.R.S. §44-10-101, et seq. , C.R.S. §30-11-101(1)(e), (2); and C.R.S. §30-11-
107(1)(i). 
 
Section 1.03 Purpose  
 
The purpose of these Regulations is to establish the requirements for obtaining a local license for 
a Medical Marijuana Business and/or a Retail Marijuana Business. In addition to meeting all 
requirements under these Regulations, local medical marijuana and retail marijuana businesses 
must obtain the corresponding license from the State of Colorado. 
 
Section 1.04 Application of Regulations 
 
1.04.01  These Regulations apply throughout the unincorporated areas of Adams County, 
Colorado, including public and state lands.   
 
1.04.02 All activities that require a local medical marijuana and/or a local retail marijuana 
license must be conducted in accordance with these regulations.  
 
1.04.03 These Regulations shall in no way limit application and enforcement of any 
statutes of the State of Colorado but shall be in addition thereto.  
 
Section 1.05  General Requirements  
 
1.05.01 All persons who are engaged in or who are attempting to engage in the 
cultivation, manufacture, distribution, testing, consumption and/or sale of marijuana in any form 
shall do so only in strict compliance with the terms, conditions, limitations and restrictions in 
Section 14 and Section 16 of Article XVIII of the Colorado Constitution, the Colorado 
Marijuana Code, these Regulations, the Adams County Development Standards and Regulations, 
and all other State and local laws and regulations. 
 
1.05.02  Local medical marijuana licenses and local retail marijuana licenses can only be 
authorized after the applicant(s) has obtained the corresponding conditional state medical 
marijuana license(s) and/or state retail marijuana license(s). Conditional state licenses will only 
meet this requirement if the only remaining condition on that license is the issuance of a Local 
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License. The issuance of any local licenses issued pursuant to these Regulations is specifically 
conditioned on the applicant/Licensee obtaining and maintaining a valid license of the same type 
for the same activity, at the same location issued by the State Licensing Authority.  
 
1.05.03 Either a County-issued Building Permit or a County-issued Change-in-Use Permit 
is required prior to obtaining a County-issued medical marijuana license(s) and/or a County-
issued retail marijuana license(s). 
 
1.05.04  A local marijuana license may be requested by, without limitation, any owner or 
person having an interest in the property on which the medical marijuana or retail marijuana use 
is proposed to be located. The applicant has the burden of proof to demonstrate the use fully 
complies with all state and local standards and regulations and meets the criteria for approval. 
 
Section 1.06 Definitions 
 
1.06.01 Unless otherwise defined herein, the terms in these Regulations shall have the 
same meaning as set forth in Sections 14 and 16 of Article XVIII of the Colorado Constitution, 
Article 10 of Title 44, C.R.S. and any rules promulgated pursuant thereto.  
 
1.06.02 The following words and phrases, when used in these Regulations, shall have the 
meanings respectively assigned to them: 
 
1. “Board of County Commissioners”  means the Adams County Board of County 
Commissioners 
 
2. “Building Permit” means a development permit issued by the Adams County Building 
Department or any other County office before any building or construction activity can be 
initiated on a parcel of land. Any Building Permit(s) must be granted conditional approval prior 
to obtaining a local medical marijuana license(s) and/or a local retail marijuana license(s). 
 
3. “Change-in-Use Permit” means a development permit issued by the Adams County 
Building Department or any other County office, applicable whenever the essential character or 
nature of the activity conducted on a lot changes. All Change-in-Use Permits require zoning 
review and building permit approval. A Change-in-Use is required when active and continuous 
operations are not carried on in a building or property during a continuous period of six months; 
when the change is from one principally permitted use category to another; if the property 
consists of multiple buildings/tenants, when the required amount of parking stalls is increased by 
25 percent or more, and/or when the gross floor area is increased by 50 percent or more; or when 
as determined within the Non-conforming Conditions section of Chapter 4 of the County’s 
Development Standards and Regulations. Any required Change-in-Use Permit(s) must be 
granted conditional approval prior to obtaining a local medical marijuana license(s) and/or a 
local retail marijuana license(s). 
 
4. “Colorado Marijuana Code” means Sections 14 and 16 of Article XVIII of the Colorado 
Constitution and C.R.S. §44-10-101, et seq., as amended, and any rules promulgated pursuant 
thereto.. 
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5.  “Consumption Area” means a designated and secured area within the Licensed Premises 
of a Hospitality Business where consumers can use and consume marijuana and where no one 
under the age of 21 is permitted. 

 
6. “Development Standards and Regulations” means the Adams County Development 
Standards and Regulations as adopted by the Adams County Board of County Commissioners. 

 
7. “Good Cause,” for purposes of refusing or denying an initial license issuance, or for 
refusing or denying a license renewal or reinstatement, means: 
 
 a. The licensee or applicant has violated, does not meet, or has failed to comply with 
any of the terms, conditions or provisions of these Regulations, the Adams County Development 
Standards and Regulations, any provision of the Colorado Marijuana Code, of any regulations 
and rules promulgated pursuant to State law, any applicable state or local taxes, or any 
supplemental local rules and regulations; 
 
 b. The licensee or applicant has failed to comply with any special terms or 
conditions that were placed on its license pursuant to an order of the State Licensing Authority or 
of the Local Licensing Authority; 
 
 c. The licensed premises have been operated in a manner that adversely affects the 
public health, safety or welfare or the safety of the immediate neighborhood in which the 
establishment is located. 
 
8. “Hospitality Business” means a designated and secured area within the Licensed 
Premises of a Hospitality Business where consumers can use and consume marijuana and where 
no one under the age of 21 is permitted. 
 
9. “License” means: (a) to grant a license or registration pursuant to these Regulations; and 
(b) (i) Official or legal permission to do a specific thing; (ii) Proof of permission granted in the 
form of a document.  
 
10. “Licensing Regulations” means the Adams County Licensing Regulations as adopted by 
the Adams County Board of County Commissioners. 

 
11. “Licensed Hospitality Business” means a Marijuana Hospitality Business or Retail 
Marijuana Hospitality and Sales Business. 
 
12. “Licensed Premises” means the premises specified in an application for a license under 
these Regulations, which are owned or in possession of the licensee and within which the 
licensee is authorized to cultivate, manufacture, distribute, test, consume or sell marijuana in 
accordance with the provisions of these Regulations and in accordance with the provisions of the 
Colorado Marijuana Code and any rules adopted pursuant thereto. 
 
13. “Licensee” means a person licensed or registered pursuant to these Regulations. 
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14. “Limited Access Areas,” subject to the provisions of C.R.S. §44-10-1001,means a 
building, room or other contiguous area upon the licensed premises where regulated marijuana is 
consumed grown, cultivated, stored, weighed, packaged, sold, possessed for sale, , under control 
of the licensee, with limited access to only those persons licensed by the State Licensing 
Authority and those visitors escorted by a person licensed by the state licensing authority.  All 
areas of ingress or egress or limited access areas must be clearly identified as such by a sign as 
designated by the state licensing authority. 
 
15. “Local Licensing Authority” means the Board of County Commissioners of the County 
of Adams, Colorado, or its designee. 
 
16. “Location” means a particular parcel of land that may be identified by an address or other 
descriptive means. 
 
17. “Marijuana” means both Medical Marijuana and Retail Marijuana as those terms are 
defined herein. 
 
18. “Marijuana Business” means both a Medical Marijuana Business and a Retail Marijuana 
Business as those terms are defined herein. 

 
19. “Marijuana Hospitality Business” means an entity licensed pursuant to these Regulations 
and pursuant to C.R.S. § 44-12-101, et seq., to permit the use or consumption of marijuana 
within a Consumption Area. 
 
20. “Medical Marijuana” means marijuana that is grown and sold pursuant to the provisions 
of these regulations, the Colorado Marijuana Code and Section 14 of Article XVIII of the 
Colorado Constitution. 
 
21. “Medical Marijuana Store” means a person licensed pursuant to these Regulations and 
pursuant to C.R.S. § 44-10-101, et seq., to operate a business as described in these Regulations 
and as is further described in C.R.S. § 44-10-501 that sells medical marijuana to registered 
patients or primary caregivers as defined in Section 14 of Article XVIII of the Constitution of the 
State of Colorado, but is not a primary caregiver. 
 
22. “Medical Marijuana Business” means a medical marijuana store, medical marijuana 
products manufacturing operation, or an optional premise cultivation operation. 
 
23. “Medical Marijuana Product” means a product infused with medical marijuana that is 
intended for use or consumption other than by smoking, including, but not limited to edible 
products, ointments, and tinctures. 
 
24.  “Medical Marijuana Products Manufacturer” means a person licensed pursuant to these 
Regulations and to C.R.S. § 44-10-101, et seq. to operate a business as described in these 
regulations and as is also described in C.R.S. § 44-10-503. 
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25. “Mobile Premises” means a licensed premises operated by a Marijuana Hospitality 
Business in a motor vehicle, which includes any self-propelled vehicle that is designed primarily 
for travel on the public highways and that is generally and commonly used to transport persons 
and property over the public highways or a low-speed electric vehicle; but does not include 
electrical assisted bicycles, electric scooters, low-power scooters, wheelchairs, or vehicles moved 
solely by human power. 

 
26. “Operating fees” means fees that must be paid by a Retail Marijuana Business licensee 
for the costs of administering and enforcing these Regulations. 
 
 
27. “Operations” means the business activities that a Hospitality Business engages in to 
provide a service to their customers. 
 
28. “Outdoor Consumption Area” means a Consumption Area that is outdoors and 
surrounded by a sight-obscuring wall, fence, hedge, or other opaque or translucent barrier. 
 
29. “Owner” means any person having a beneficial interest, as defined by the State Licensing 
Authority, in a Marijuana Business. 
 
30. “Person” means an individual, an estate, a trust, an entity, or a state or other jurisdiction. 
 
31. “Premises” means a distinct and definite location, which may include a building, a part of 
a building, a room or any other definite contiguous area. 
 
32. “Permitted Use” means a use permitted by right in a zone district.  The use must comply 
with all applicable standards for the use or uses and all County and State regulations in order to 
be permitted. 
 
33.  “Restricted Access Area” means a designated and secure area within a Licensed Premises 
in a Medical Marijuana Store where Medical Marijuana is sold to patients, possessed for sale, 
and displayed for sale, and where no one without a valid patient registry cared is permitted, and 
2) in a Retail Marijuana Store or a Retail Marijuana Hospitality And Sales Business where Retail 
Marijuana is sold to consumers, possessed for sale, and displayed for sale, and where no one 
under the age of 21 is permitted. 
 
34. “Retail Marijuana” means marijuana that is grown, tested, manufactured, and/or sold 
pursuant to the provisions of these regulations, the Colorado Marijuana Code and Section 16 of 
Article XVIII of the Colorado Constitution, that is cultivated, manufactured, distributed, or sold 
by a licensed retail marijuana business.  If the context requires, retail marijuana includes retail 
marijuana concentrate and retail marijuana products. 
 
35. “Retail Marijuana Cultivation Facility” means a person licensed pursuant to these 
Regulations and the Colorado  Code as defined therein and in Section 16 of the Colorado 
Constitution. 
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36. “Retail Marijuana Business” means a retail marijuana store, a retail marijuana cultivation 
facility, a retail marijuana product manufacturing facility, a retail marijuana hospitality and sales 
business, a marijuana hospitality business, or a retail marijuana testing facility as set forth in 
Section 16 of Article XVIII of the Colorado Constitution and as may be more fully defined in the 
Colorado Marijuana Code. 
 
37.  “Retail Marijuana Hospitality and Sales Business”  means an entity licensed to (1) 
purchase Retail Marijuana from a Retail Marijuana Business, (2) Transfer Retail Marijuana to 
consumers, and (3) permit the use or consumption of Retail Marijuana transferred to a consumer 
within the Restricted Access Area. 
 
38. “Retail Marijuana Products Manufacturer” means a person licensed pursuant to these 
Regulations and the Colorado Marijuana Code as defined therein. 
 
39. “Retail Marijuana Store” means a person licensed pursuant to these Regulations and the 
Colorado Marijuana Code as defined therein. 
 
 
40. “Sale” or “Sell” includes to exchange, barter, or traffic in, to solicit or receive and order 
except through a licensee licensed under these Regulations, to deliver for value in any way other 
than gratuitously, to peddle or possess with intent to sell, or to traffic in for any in for any 
consideration promised or obtained directly or indirectly.  
 
41. “State Licensing Authority” means the authority created for the purpose of regulating and 
controlling the licensing of the cultivation, manufacture, distribution, testing and sale of 
marijuana in this State pursuant to the Colorado Marijuana Code. 
 
42. “Storage Warehouse” shall mean a premise permitted to store marijuana pursuant to these 
Regulations, the Adams County Development Standards and Regulations, and the Colorado 
Marijuana Code. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Part II.  Local Licensing Authority 
 

Section 2.01 Establishment of Local Licensing Authority 
 
The Board of County Commissioners or its designee shall serve as the licensing authority for 
medical marijuana and retail marijuana for the purpose of regulating and controlling the 
licensing of the cultivation, manufacture, distribution, testing and/or sale of medical marijuana, 
retail marijuana, medical marijuana products, and/or retail marijuana products in unincorporated 
Adams County; and is hereby designated to act as the local licensing authority for Adams 
County within the meaning of the Colorado Marijuana Code.  
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Section 2.02 Powers 
 
2.02.01  The Local Licensing Authority shall have all of the powers described the 
Colorado Marijuana Code, including, but not limited to, to hear and determine at a public hearing 
any applications for a local license, any contested local license denial, and complaints against a 
Licensee, and administer oaths and issue subpoenas to require the presence of person and the 
production of papers, books, and records necessary to the determination of any hearing so held.  
 
2.02.02 The Local Licensing Authority shall have the power and authority to suspend, 
fine, restrict or revoke such licenses upon a violation of these Regulations, or any rules 
promulgated pursuant to these Regulations and/or upon a violation of the provisions of Colorado 
Marijuana Code.  
 
2.02.03 Nothing in these Regulations shall be construed to limit a law enforcement 
agency’s ability to investigate unlawful activity in relation to a license issued pursuant to these 
Regulations. 
 

Part III. Types of Licenses 
 
Section 03.01 Licenses 
 
03.01.01  The Local Licensing Authority is authorized to issue the following types or 
classes of licenses for the purpose of regulating Marijuana Businesses. The Local Licensing 
Authority, in its discretion, and upon application in the prescribed form made to it, may issue and 
grant to an applicant a Marijuana Business license subject to the provisions and restrictions 
provided in these Regulations, from any of the following classes:  
 
 1. Medical Marijuana Store License; 
 2. Medical Marijuana Cultivation Facility License; 
 3. Medical Marijuana Product Manufacturing Facility License; 
 4. Retail Marijuana Store License; 
 5. Retail Marijuana Cultivation Facility License; 
 6. Retail Marijuana Product Manufacturing Facility License; 
 7. Marijuana Hospitality Business 
  a. Mobile Premises 
 8. Retail Marijuana Hospitality and Sales Business 
 
 

Part IV. Applications: Procedures, Hearings and Determinations 
 
Section 04.01  Application Procedures  
 
04.01.01 The Local Licensing Authority or its designee shall be the administrative agent 
for the purposes of disseminating applications for licenses pursuant to these Regulations and 
related materials, for the purpose of receiving applications and fees and for the purpose of 
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making determinations of completeness. Upon receipt of a Marijuana Business application, the 
Local Licensing Authority or its designee shall review the application for completeness. 
 
04.01.02 An application for a license shall be filed with the State Licensing Authority on 
forms provided by the State Licensing Authority, and shall contain such information as the State 
Licensing Authority may require, and with the Local Licensing Authority on any additional 
forms as the Local Licensing Authority may require. Each application and any supporting 
documentation or submittals shall be verified by the oath or affirmation of the persons submitting 
the application and any other person as may be prescribed by the State or Local Licensing 
Authority. 
 
04.01.03 An applicant shall file at the time of application for a license pursuant to these 
Regulations an application for a Building Permit and/or a Change-in-Use Permit and plans and 
specifications for the interior of the building if the building to be occupied is in existence at the 
time of the application. If the building is not in existence at the time of the application, the 
applicant shall file a plot plan and a detailed sketch for the interior and shall further submit an 
architect’s drawing of the building to be constructed. The local or State licensing authority may 
impose additional requirements necessary for making a determination of completeness and 
further submission of the application to the Local Licensing Authority for consideration of 
approval. 
 
04.01.04 An applicant shall file with the Local Licensing Authority the following at the 
time of application for a license pursuant to these Regulations: 
 

1. Address of the proposed licensed premises 
2. Name, address, and date of birth of all applicants, including any trade names or 

assumed names of any related businesses, and the name, address, date of birth and fingerprints 
of any manager for which the application is being made. In the event of an entity applicant, the 
form shall also contain the name, address, and date of birth for all persons who own ten (10) 
percent or more of the entity or will receive ten (10) percent or more of the profits of the 
entity; 

3. A statement of whether or not any person holding any ownership interest has: 
a. Been denied an application for a Marijuana Establishment license by the state in 

this or any other jurisdiction or had such a license suspended or revoked; and 
b. Been convicted of a felony or has completed any portion of a sentence due to a 

felony charge within the preceding five (5) years. 
 

 4. An operating plan for the proposed Marijuana Business including the following 
information: 
  a. A description of the products and services to be provided by the facility. 
  b. A floor plan showing all interior dimensions of the licensed premises and 
the layout of the Marijuana Business, including all limited access areas, areas of ingress and 
egress, and all security cameras.  Such floor plan shall also show the principal uses of the floor 
area depicted therein; for cultivation facilities, such floor plan shall distinguish all dimensions of 
areas in which plants are located; for hospitality businesses or retail hospitality and sales 
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businesses, location of proposed designated hospitality area where the privileges of the 
hospitality license may be exercised; 

c. Proof of possession or permission detailing the applicant's right to use the 
designated hospitality area for the purpose of permitting marijuana consumption;
 d. A description of the design of the business evidencing that the design conforms 
to applicable Adams County laws and regulations; 

  e. A security plan indicating how the applicant intends to comply with the 
requirements of the Colorado Marijuana Code; 
  f. A detailed description as to how the applicant’s employees and agents 
would prevent underage persons from entering the designated hospitality area; 
  g. The applicant’s employee training manual or employee policy addressing 
issues related to the consumption of both alcohol and marijuana, as applicable, as well as 
strategies and procedures for identifying and responding to the potential over-intoxication of 
consumers; 
   1. Employees shall be trained regarding the various products sold at 
the Retail Hospitality and Sales Business, including potency of the products, absorption time, 
and effects of the products; 
   2. Employees shall educate all customers as to the items mentioned in 
subsection (1) in an effort to ensure responsible consumption; 
  h. A description of the proposed hours of operation; 
  i. A health and sanitation plan for hospitality businesses and retail 
hospitality and sales businesses that demonstrates how rental marijuana consumption 
accessories will be cleaned and sanitized prior to each rental, if the applicant intends to provide 
rental marijuana consumption accessories to consumers, within designated hospitality areas; 
  
 5. A Community Engagement Plan including the following information: 

a. The name, telephone number, and email address of the person affiliated 
with the applicant who is responsible for neighborhood outreach and engagement. 

b. An outreach plan to contact and engage residents and businesses in the 
local neighborhoods where any license is located. 

c. A detailed description of any plan to create positive impacts in the 
neighborhoods where the licensed premises are located, which may include by way of example, 
participation in community service, volunteer service, and active promotion of any local 
neighborhood plans. 

d. Written policies and procedures to timely address any concerns or 
complaints expressed by residents and businesses within the neighborhood surrounding the 
licensed premises. 

e. Written policies and procedures designed to promote and encourage full 
participation in the regulated marijuana industry by people from communities that have 
previously been disproportionately harmed by marijuana prohibition and enforcement in order to 
positively impact those communities. 
  f.  Referral of licenses to the pertinent County referral agencies. 
  

6. Mobile Premises 
  a. Each Mobile Premises is required to obtain a separate license; 
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  b. The Marijuana Hospitality Business must provide the following 
information to the County regarding its Mobile Premises; 
   1. Documentation that the Mobile Premises is owned or leased by the 
Marijuana Hospitality Business; 
   2. The vehicle manufacture/make, model, and year associated with 
the Mobile Premises; 
   3. Proof that the Mobile Premises is equipped with a global position 
system capable of tracking the Mobile Premises; 
   4. Proof that the Mobile Premises is equipped with video surveillance 
inside of the Mobile Premises; 
   5. Proof that the Mobile Premises is equipped with proper screening 
methods to ensure that the consumption activity is not visible outside the vehicle; 
  

7. Proof that the applicant has completed and satisfied the Building Permit Review 
and/or Change-in-Use Permit Review as required by the Development Standards and 
Regulations of Adams County. 
 
 8. All licensing, operating, and other fees due and payable to operate a Marijuana 
Business as determined by the Local Licensing Authority. 
 
 9. Any additional document(s) or information reasonably requested by the Local 
Licensing Authority. 
 
 10. Applications will be deemed submitted only when complete and when 
accompanied by the applicable fees. The Local Licensing Authority or its designee shall inform 
the applicant in writing of its determination of whether or not the application is complete within 
twenty (20) days of its receipt of the application.  Such determination shall be expressed in 
writing and shall identify those matters which prevent the determination of completeness or 
which shall inform that the application has been accepted as being complete.  An applicant who 
has been denied a determination of completeness may resubmit the application to correct any 
deficiencies in completeness. 
 
 Section 04.02  Hearings 
 
04.02.01 Upon receipt of an application for a license and upon a determination by the Local 
Licensing Authority that the same is complete in accordance with these regulations, the Local 
Licensing Authority shall schedule a public hearing upon the application to be held not less than 
thirty (30) days after the date of the determination of completeness.  The Local Licensing 
Authority shall post and publish public notice of such hearing not less than ten days prior to the 
hearing.   Public notice shall be given by the posting of a sign in a conspicuous place on the 
premises for which application has been made and, further, by publication in a newspaper of 
general circulation in Adams County.  Notice given by posting shall include a sign of suitable 
material, not less than twenty-two inches wide and twenty-six inches high, composed of letters 
not less than one inch in height and stating the type of license applied for, the date that the 
application has been determined to be complete, the date of the hearing, the name and address of 
the applicant and such other information as may be required to apprise the public of the nature of 

000164



Page 11 of 22 
 

the application.  The sign shall also contain the names and addresses of the officers, directors, or 
managers of the facility to be licensed.  The notice given by publication shall contain the same 
information.  If the building in which the marijuana is to be manufactured, cultivated, sold, or 
consumed is in existence at the time of the application, a sign shall be posted in such place so as 
to be conspicuous and plainly visible to the general public.  If the building is not yet constructed 
at the time of application, the applicant shall post a sign at the premises upon which the building 
is to be constructed in such a manner that the notice shall be conspicuous and plainly visible to 
the general public. 
 
04.02.02 No less than ten days prior to the date of a scheduled public hearing on a license 
application, the Local Licensing Authority shall make known, based upon its investigation to 
date, its findings concerning the initial requirements of an application and its preliminary 
findings concerning whether or not the same appears to meet the standards and requirements set 
forth in these Regulations.  The writing shall be directed to the applicant and copies of the same 
shall be made available to other parties of interest.  Nothing in the initial findings issued prior to 
the hearing shall conclusively bind the Local Licensing Authority who after the hearing has the 
authority to issue or refuse to issue a license for good cause in accordance with the terms and 
provisions and conditions and standards of these regulations and those set forth in State law and 
regulation. 
 
Section 04.03  Determinations. 
 
04.03.01 Prior to making its final decision approving or denying the application, the Local 
Licensing Authority may consider the facts and evidence adduced as a result of its preliminary 
investigation as well as any other facts pertinent to the type of license for which application has 
been made, including the number, type and availability of Marijuana Businesses located in or 
near the premises under consideration, and any other pertinent matters affecting the 
qualifications of the applicant for the conduct of the type of business proposed and whether the 
applicant will comply with these Regulations and the Colorado Marijuana Code. 
 
04.03.02 Within 30 days after the public hearing, the Local Licensing Authority shall issue 
its decision approving or denying an application for local licensure.  The decision shall be in 
writing and shall state the reasons for the decision. The Local Licensing Authority shall send a 
copy of the decision by certified mail to the State and to the applicant at the address shown on 
the application.  Any decision approving a license application may include certain conditions 
imposed by the Local Licensing Authority in addition to compliance with all of the terms and 
conditions of these Regulations and compliance with State law and regulation. 
 
04.03.04 The Local Licensing Authority may deny any application for a license that is not 
in compliance with these Regulations, the Colorado Marijuana Code, any other applicable state 
or local law or regulation, or for good cause.  Notwithstanding, the Local License Authority may 
issue a conditional license.  
 
04.03.05 In the event that the Local Licensing Authority approves an application, the 
license shall not issue until the building in which the business is to be conducted is ready for 
occupancy with such furniture, fixtures, and equipment in place as are necessary to comply with 
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the applicable provisions of State law and regulations promulgated pursuant thereto; and then 
only after the Local Licensing Authority has inspected the premises to determine that the 
applicant has complied with the architect’s drawing and the plot plan and the detailed sketch for 
the interior of the building submitted with the application. 
 

 
 
 

Part V.  Standards  
 
Section 05.01 Licensing Standards 
 
05.01.01 A license provided by these Regulations shall not be issued to or held by any 
person or entity prohibited as licensees under any Local or State law, rule or regulations.  
 
05.01.02 The Local Licensing Authority shall not receive or act upon an application for the 
issuance of a local license pursuant to these Regulations:  
 
 1. Until it is established that the applicant is, or will be, entitled to possession of the 
premises for which application is made under a lease, rental agreement or other arrangement for 
possession of the premises, or by virtue of ownership of the premises; 
 
 2. For a location in an area where the cultivation, manufacture, distribution, storage, 
sale and/or consumption of marijuana as contemplated herein is not expressly permitted under 
the provisions of the Adams County Development Standards and Regulations.  
 
 3. For a location that does not meet and comport with the distance, isolation and/or 
separation distances required for the cultivation, manufacture, distribution, storage, sale and/or 
consumption of marijuana as contemplated herein under the provisions of the Adams County 
Development Standards and Regulations. 
 
05.01.03 The Local Licensing Authority may, in its discretion, deny the grant of a license 
provided by these Regulations to any person or entity who has prior to or on the date of the 
application made misrepresentations concerning the business for which the license is being 
sought on the application or on any of the submittals made with an application. 
 
05.01.04 The Local Licensing Authority may deny a license if the evidence presented does 
not establish that the premises upon which the license is to be located can be operated by the 
licensee in a manner that will not adversely affect the public health or welfare or the safety of the 
immediate neighborhood in which the establishment is to be located or for good cause. The 
Local Licensing Authority may place conditions upon the approval of any license which are 
reasonably related to the furtherance, in the opinion of the Local Licensing Authority, and 
protection of the health, safety and welfare of the neighborhood in which the establishment is to 
be located and of the general public. 
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05.01.05 Prior to granting a license, the Local Licensing Authority may further consider all 
of the requirements of these Regulations, the Colorado Marijuana Code, any applicable state or 
local law or regulation, and all other reasonable restrictions that are or may be placed upon the 
licensee by the Licensing Authority. 
 
05.01.06 No license otherwise approved pursuant to these Regulations shall be issued until 
the license, application fees and any licensing or operating fees due to the State of Colorado 
and/or the County of Adams have been fully paid and received. Licenses granted pursuant to 
these Regulations shall be valid for a period not to exceed one year from the date of issuance 
unless revoked or suspended pursuant to these Regulations and/or pursuant to the provisions of 
State law and regulation. 
 
05.01.07 The Local Licensing Authority in its discretion may revoke or elect not to renew 
any license if it determines that the licensed premises have been inactive, without good cause, for 
a period of at least one year. 
 
05.01.08 A license provided and issued pursuant to these Regulations shall specify the date 
of issuance, the period of licensure (1 year from the date of issuance), the name of the licensee 
and the premises licensed. The licensee shall conspicuously place the license at all times on the 
licensed premises or upon an optional premises license pursuant hereto. 
 
05.01.09 The Local Licensing Authority shall issue a license under this article when, after 
thorough consideration of the application, and from review of such other information as required 
by these Regulations or the Marijuana Code, the Authority determines that the applicant 
complies with all of the requirements of these Regulations and the Colorado Marijuana Code. 
 
Section 05.02 Operation Standards 
 
05.02.01 A Medical Marijuana Business shall not acquire, possess, cultivate, deliver, 
transfer, transport, supply, or dispense marijuana for any purpose except to assist the patients as 
defined by Section 14(1) of Article XVIII of the Colorado Constitution or other applicable state 
law. 
 
05.02.02 A Retail Marijuana Business shall not acquire, possess, cultivate, deliver, store, 
test, transfer, transport, supply, or dispense marijuana for any purpose except as permitted by the 
Colorado Marijuana Code. 
 
05.02.03 Each person licensed pursuant to these Regulations shall keep and maintain all 
records specified in the Colorado Marijuana Code and shall make the same open, at all times, 
during business hours for the inspection and examination of the Local Licensing Authority or its 
duly authorized representatives.  A failure to maintain such records and to allow for inspection of 
the same as well as a failure to allow the inspection of the licensed premises by the Local 
Licensing Authority shall constitute a violation of these Regulations and such violation may, in 
the discretion of the Local Licensing Authority, form or constitute the basis for a summary 
suspension, a suspension, fines and/or revocation of the licensee’s license. 
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05.02.04 No medical marijuana store or retail marijuana store approved pursuant to these 
Regulations may sell marijuana at any time except between the hours of 8:00am to 7:00pm for a 
medical marijuana Store and between the hours of 8:00am to 10:00pm for a retail marijuana 
store, unless a more restrictive time is set by the Colorado Marijuana Code. 
 
05.02.05 All sales receipts at retail marijuana stores shall contain the Statement, “It is 
illegal to transfer or sell marijuana or marijuana products to anyone under the age of 21.” 
 
05.02.06 All Retail Marijuana Businesses shall post a sign in a conspicuous location 
stating:  
 IT IS ILLEGAL TO SELL OR TRANSFER MARIJUANA TO ANYONE UNDER THE 
 AGE OF TWENTY-ONE. IT IS ILLEGAL TO SEND OR TRANSPORT 
 MARIJUANA TO ANOTHER STATE. THE POSSESSION OF MARIJUANA 
 REMAINS A CRIME UNDER FEDERAL LAW. 
 
05.02.07 A Marijuana Business shall be equipped with a proper odor absorbing ventilation 
and exhaust system that filters the odor of marijuana generated inside of the Marijuana Business 
so that it is not detected outside the property or lease area boundaries, or anywhere on adjacent 
property or public rights-of-way, or within any other unit located within the same building as the 
marijuana use.  A Marijuana Hospitality Business and Retail Marijuana Hospitality and Sales 
Business shall ensure the hospitality area is a well-ventilated private area that is partitioned off 
from access to all other areas of the business and is designed to prevent the flow of smoke to any 
other area of the business. 
 
05.02.08 All Marijuana Businesses, including but not limited to any places where 
marijuana is grown, stored, cultivated, sold, dispensed or consumed, shall be subject to 
inspection by the Board of County Commissioners or Local Licensing Authority or its designee, 
and any other state or local law enforcement personnel during all business hours or other times of 
apparent activity, for the purpose of inspection or investigation. The Local Licensing Authority 
and its designee may conduct unannounced or covert compliance inspections. For examination of 
any inventory or books and records required to be kept by the licensees, access shall be given 
during business hours.  Where any part of the licensed premises consists of a locked area, upon 
demand to the licensee, such area shall be made available for inspection without delay and, upon 
request by authorized representatives of the Local Licensing Authority, the licensee shall open 
the area for inspection. Each licensee shall retain all books and records necessary to show fully 
the business transactions of the licensee for a period of the current tax year and the three 
immediately prior tax years and these records shall be made available to the Adams County 
Finance Department or its designee for the purposes of determining compliance with the 
requirements of any county sales tax. 
 
05.02.09 Marijuana Hospitality Businesses and Retail Marijuana Hospitality and Sales 
Businesses shall do the following to encourage appropriate patron conduct: 
 1. Make an announcement at closing requesting patrons to respect the residents of 
any adjacent residential neighborhoods by being quiet when leaving; 
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 2. Post signs at locations clearly visible within the hospitality area and at any on-site 
parking areas, requesting patrons to respect residents of any adjacent residential neighborhoods 
by being quiet when leaving; 
 3. Cut off service to impaired patrons and provide information regarding car 
services. 
 
05.02.10 Marijuana Hospitality Businesses and Retail Marijuana Hospitality and Sales 
Businesses shall post signs on the exterior of the building near the entrance with the name and 
phone number of an on-site community relations employee to notify if there are operational 
problems with the business.  In addition, the name and phone number of the community relations 
employee shall also be provided to the Local Licensing Authority and law enforcement.  
 
05.02.11 The Marijuana Hospitality Business with a Mobile Premises shall designate and 
maintain a fixed place of business in unincorporated Adams County that is separate from the 
Mobile Premises. 
 
 

 Part VI.  Duties of Licensee 
 

Section 06.01 Possession of Licensed Premises 
 
At all times subsequent to the issuance of a license under Regulations, a licensee shall possess 
and maintain possession of the premises for which the license is issued by ownership, lease, 
rental or other arrangement for possession and use of the premises. 
 
Section 06.02 Notice of Changes 
 
06.02.01 A licensee of a license issued pursuant to these Regulations shall report each 
transfer or change of financial interest in the license and/or the licensee to the Local Licensing 
Authority prior to any such transfer or change pursuant to and in accordance with the provisions 
of the Colorado Marijuana Code. A report shall be required for transfers of capital stock of any 
corporation regardless of size, for transfers of member interests of any limited liability company 
regardless of size, and for any transfer of an interest in a partnership or other entity or association 
regardless of size. 
 
06.02.02 A Marijuana Business shall notify the Local Licensing Authority in writing within 
ten (10) days after an owner, officer, or employee ceases to work at, manage, own or otherwise 
be associated with the operation. The owner, officer or employee shall surrender his or her 
identification card to the State Licensing Authority on or before the date of notification.  A 
licensed operation shall also notify the Local Licensing Authority in writing of the name, 
address, and date of birth of an owner, officer, manager or employee within ten (10) days of the 
new owner, officer or employee begins working at, managing, owning or being associated with 
the operation. 
 
06.02.03 A Licensee shall notify the Local Licensing Authority in writing if its state license 
of the same type for the same type of activity at the same Location as that issued by the Local 
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Licensing Authority has been denied, expired, renewed, revoked or transferred within three days 
of the change.   
 
Section 06.03 Publicly Display Licenses 
The Licensee shall conspicuously display the local and the state issued licenses at all times on 
the Licensed Premises.  
 

Part VI.  License Renewals 
 
Section 06.01.  Renewal Requirements 
 
06.01.01 A licensee shall apply for the renewal of an existing license to the Local 
Licensing Authority not less than 45 days prior to the date of the expiration of the license. Except 
as hereinafter provided, the Local Licensing Authority shall not accept an application for renewal 
of a license after the date of expiration. 
 
06.01.02 The Local Licensing Authority may, in its discretion, schedule a hearing on the 
application for renewal if the licensee has had complaints filed against it, if the licensee has a 
history of violation(s), or if the licensee has committed any unlawful acts and/or if there are 
allegations against the licensee that would constitute good cause as that term is defined 
herein.  In the event that a hearing is scheduled, notice of such hearing shall be posted on the 
licensed premises for a period of 10 days prior to the hearing and the applicant shall be notified 
of such hearing at least 10 days prior to the hearing. The hearing and the more specific 
requirements of notice shall comport with the other provisions of these Regulations concerning 
public hearings. All renewal applications shall be approved by the Local Licensing Authority if 
no hearing is scheduled. The Local Licensing Authority may refuse to renew any license for 
good cause as that term is defined in these regulations. If an applicant has been denied a local 
medical marijuana license(s) and/or a local retail marijuana license(s), then that applicant shall 
be required to wait 12 months before re-applying for a local medical marijuana license(s) and/or 
a local retail marijuana license(s) at that location, unless waived by the Local Licensing authority 
 
06.01.03 Notwithstanding the provisions of the previous subsections of these Regulations, 
a licensee whose license has expired for not more than 90 days may file a late renewal 
application upon the payment of a nonrefundable late license fee of seven thousand five hundred 
dollars ($7500.00) to the Local Licensing Authority. A licensee who files a late renewal 
application and pays the requisite fee may continue to operate until the Local Licensing 
Authority has taken final action to approve or deny the licensee’s late renewal application. 
 
06.01.04 The Local Licensing Authority shall not accept a late renewal application more 
than 90 days after the expiration of the licensee’s permanent annual license. A licensee whose 
license has been expired for more than 90 days shall not, under any circumstances, cultivate, 
manufacture, distribute, test or sell any marijuana until a new required license has been obtained. 
 

Part VII. Transfer of Ownership  
 
Section 07.01 Transfer of Ownership Requirements 
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07.01.01 A license granted under the provisions of this Chapter shall not be transferrable to 
any other person except as provided in this Chapter. 
 
07.01.02 For a transfer of ownership, a license holder shall apply to the State and local 
licensing authorities on forms specifically prepared and furnished for this purpose by the State 
Licensing Authority.  In determining whether to permit a transfer of ownership, the Local 
Licensing Authority shall consider the requirements of the Colorado Marijuana Code. In 
addition, no application for a transfer of ownership will be considered by the Local Licensing 
Authority if, at the time of such application, the licensee is under a notice of violation or other 
unlawful acts issued by either the Local Licensing Authority or the State Licensing Authority. 
 
07.01.03 The Local Licensing Authority may hold a hearing on a request for transfer of 
ownership, but not prior to the posting of a notice of said hearing on the licensed premises for a 
period of at least 10 days prior to the hearing and, further, a notice of the hearing must be issued 
to the applicant at least ten days prior to the hearing.  Notice of such hearing and, further, the 
hearing itself, shall comply with the requirements for a hearing upon an application for a local 
license as are more particularly set forth in these Regulations. 
 
Part VIII. Change of Licensed Location/ Modification of a Premise 
 
Section 08.01  Change of Licensed Locations Requirements 
 
08.01.01 A licensee may apply to the Local Licensing Authority to change the location 
previously approved for such license to any other place in unincorporated Adams County, but it 
shall be unlawful to cultivate, manufacture, distribute,  store sell or allow for consumption 
medical or retail marijuana at any such place or location until express permission to do so is 
granted by the State and the Local Licensing Authority. 
 
08.01.02 A Retail Marijuana Establishment licensee in any Colorado jurisdiction may 
transfer its license to Adams County so long as the State approves the transfer and the applicant 
completes the application process set forth in these Regulations and otherwise complies with all 
the requirements of these Regulations and the Colorado Marijuana Code. It shall be unlawful to 
cultivate, manufacture, distribute, store sell or allow for consumption medical or retail marijuana 
at any such place or location until express permission to do so is granted by the State and the 
Local Licensing Authority. 
 
08.01.03  All changes in location shall be subject to all of the requirements for new 
applications under these Regulations including a public hearing and the Local Licensing 
Authority shall consider all reasonable restrictions that are placed upon the current license and/or 
which may be placed upon the new location by the Local Licensing Authority pursuant to the 
hearing process set forth in these Regulations and provided the new location complies with the 
provisions of the Adams County Development Standards and Regulations 
 
Section 08.02    Modification of a Premise 
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08.02.1  Any major modification to a premise that significantly affects the operation of an 
establishment must be approved by the Local Licensing Authority in advance. In addition, any 
modification to a premise must comply with all applicable Adams County codes and regulations. 
 

Part IX. Dual Operation 
 
Section 09.01 Dual Operation Requirements 
 
09.01.01 A person who holds both a license to operate a Medical Marijuana Business and a 
license to operate a Retail Marijuana Business may operate both licenses in the same premises 
(“dual operation”) provided the licensee meets the requirements of the Colorado Marijuana Code 
and these Regulations. 
 
09.01.02 A medical marijuana store licensee may also hold a retail marijuana store license 
and operate a retail business operation on the same licensed premises provided that the licensee 
does not authorize patients under the age of 21 years to be on the premises. The licensee must 
post signage that clearly states “You must be 21 years of age or older to enter this premises.” The 
licensee may display both medical marijuana and retail marijuana on the same sales floor, 
provided the licensee maintains virtual separation of its inventory. A medical marijuana store 
that authorizes medical marijuana patients under the age of 21 years to be on the premises cannot 
share its premises with a retail marijuana establishment and the two shall maintain distinctly 
separate licensed premises. 
 
09.01.03 Persons operating dual medical and retail cultivation operations shall maintain 
virtual separation of the facilities, marijuana plants, and marijuana inventory. 
 
09.01.04 A medical marijuana product manufacturer licensee may also hold a retail 
marijuana product manufacturer license on the same premises. Persons operating a medical 
marijuana products manufacturing business and a retail marijuana products manufacturing 
facility shall maintain virtual separation of the facilities, product ingredients, product 
manufacturing, and final product inventory. 
 
09.01.05 No dual premises shall be permitted for a retail marijuana store or medical 
marijuana store and each premise licensed hereto shall designate either a retail marijuana store or 
a medical marijuana store. 

Part X. Fees 
 
Section 10.01 Operating and Renewal Fees 
 
10.01.01 Operating fees and all other fees necessary for the administration, regulation, and 
implementation of these Regulations are as follows:  
 
 1. Initial Operating Fees 
  a. Medical Marijuana Store: $15,000.00 
  b. Medical Marijuana Cultivation Facility: $15,000.00 
  c. Medical Marijuana Product Manufacturing Facility: $15,000.00 
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  d. Retail Marijuana Store: $15,000.00 
  e. Retail Marijuana Cultivation Facility: $15,000.00 
  f. Retail Marijuana Product Manufacturing Facility: $15,000.00 
  g. Retail Marijuana Testing Facility: $15,000.00 
  h. Retail Marijuana Hospitality and Sales Business:  $15,000.00 
  i. Marijuana Hospitality Business:  $5,000.00 
   1. Each Mobile Premises:  $5,000.00 
 
 
 2. Administrative Operating Fees 
  a.  Change of Location Fee: $15,000.00 
  b. Modification of Premises Fee: $5,000 
  c. Change of Ownership:  $5,000.00 
 
 3. Annual Renewal Fees 
  a. Medical Marijuana Store: $15,000.00 
  b. Medical Marijuana Cultivation Facility: $15,000.00 
  c. Medical Marijuana Product Manufacturing Facility: $15,000.00 
  d. Retail Marijuana Store: $15,000.00 
  e. Retail Marijuana Cultivation Facility: $15,000.00 
  f. Retail Marijuana Product Manufacturing Facility: $15,000.00 
  g. Retail Marijuana Testing Facility: $15,000.00 
  h. Retail Marijuana Hospitality and Sales Business:  $15,000.00 
  i. Marijuana Hospitality Business:  $5,000.00 
   1. Each Mobile Premises:  $5,000.00 
 
 4.  Late Renewal Fees 

a. Late Renewal fees for all allowed establishments: $7,500 
 
10.01.02 The Board of County Commissioners may revise application, license and 
operating fees by resolution.  
 
10.01.03 The Local Licensing Authority by rule or regulation shall set the due dates for any 
fee due pursuant to these Regulations. 

 
Part XI. License Violations and Enforcement 

 
Section 11.01  License Violations 
 
11.01.01 It is a violation of the terms and conditions of every license issued under these 
Regulations to cultivate, manufacture, distribute, store, sell, or allow for the consumption of 
marijuana, except in compliance with the terms, conditions, limitations and restrictions in 
Sections 14 and 16 of Article XVIII of the State Constitution, the Colorado Marijuana Code, all 
state laws, rules and regulations, the provisions of these Regulations, the provisions of the 
Adams County Development Standards and Regulations, and any conditions imposed on a 
license. In addition to any criminal charges or penalties that may be imposed by law 
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enforcement, any licensee who commits any violation of this section shall be subject to a 
summary suspension, a suspension, fines, and/or a revocation of its license. 
 
11.01.02 It is a violation of these Regulations and, further, a violation of each license 
issued pursuant to these Regulations for a person or licensee to commit any act or omission that 
is unlawful pursuant to the Colorado Marijuana Code. In addition to any criminal charges or 
penalties that may be imposed by law enforcement, any licensee who commits any acts that are a 
violation of or unlawful pursuant to these Regulations and/or pursuant to the Colorado Marijuana 
Code shall be subject to a summary suspension, a suspension, fines, and/or a revocation of its 
license. 
 
Section 11.02 Enforcement 
 
11.02.01 In addition to any other civil or criminal sanction prescribed by Colorado law or 
rules promulgated pursuant thereto, the Local Licensing Authority has the power, on its own 
motion or on complaint, after investigation and opportunity for a hearing at which the licensee 
shall be afforded an opportunity to be heard, to fine, restrict, suspend or revoke a license issued 
by the Local Licensing Authority for a violation by the licensee or by any of the agents or 
employees of the licensee of the provisions of these Regulations, the Colorado Marijuana Code 
and/or of any of the other terms, conditions or provisions of the license issued by the Local 
Licensing Authority.  Summary suspension, suspension, revocation and/or fines may be imposed 
by the Local Licensing Authority and in commencing and concluding such actions, the Local 
Licensing Authority shall comport with the provisions of the Colorado Marijuana Code. 
 
11.02.02 In deciding whether a license should be fined, suspended or revoked in 
accordance with these Regulations, and in deciding what conditions to impose in the event of a 
suspension, if any, the Local Licensing Authority shall consider:  
 
  1. The nature and seriousness of the violation; 
  2. Corrective action, if any, taken by the licensee; 
  3. Prior violation(s), if any, at the licensed premises by the licensee and the  
   effectiveness of prior corrective action, if any; 
  4. The likelihood of recurrence; 
  5. All circumstances surrounding the violation; 
  6. Whether the violation was willful; 
  7. The length of time the license has been held by the licensee; 
  8. The number of violations by the licensee within the applicable twelve (12) 
   month period; 
  9. Previous sanctions, if any, imposed against the licensee; 
  10. Whether the licensee has a responsible vendor designation; 
  11. Whether the licensee supports other local businesses including without  
   limitation the display of local art or use of local ancillary businesses; 
  12. Whether the licensee has contributed to or been involved in a charitable  
   giving program; and 
  13. Any other factor making the situation with respect to the licensee or the  
   licensed premises unique. 
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11.02.03 Notice of suspension or revocation shall be given by mailing the same in writing 
to the licensee at the licensee’s last address of record with the Local Licensing Authority. 
 
11.02.04 Any recommended conditions or agreements between the licensee and the Local 
Licensing Authority shall be presented to the Local Licensing Authority. The Local Licensing 
Authority in its discretion may accept such condition or agreement, or reject the condition. 
 
11.02.05 Requests to pay a fine in lieu of serving a suspension period shall be heard by the 
Local Licensing Authority before the suspension period is set to begin. 
 
11.02.06 The remedies provided in these Regulations are in addition to any other remedy 
provided by applicable law. 
 

Part XII. Compliance with State Law 
 
Section 12.01 Compliance Required 
 
12.01.01 To the extent the State has adopted or adopts in the future any additional or 
stricter laws or regulations governing the sale or distribution of marijuana, the additional or 
stricter regulations shall control the establishment or operation of any Marijuana Business in 
Adams County.  
 
12.01.02 Compliance with any applicable State law or regulation shall be deemed an 
additional requirement for issuance of any license under these Regulations, and noncompliance 
with any applicable State law or regulation shall be grounds for denial of a license and/or fines, 
administrative action, revocation, or suspension of any license issued hereunder. 
 
12.01.03 Any Marijuana Business licensed pursuant to these Regulations may be required 
to demonstrate, upon demand by the Local Licensing Authority or by law enforcement officers 
that the source and quantity of any marijuana found upon the licensed premises is in full 
compliance with any applicable State law or regulation. 
 

Part XIV Storage Warehouses 
 

Any person licensed pursuant to these Regulations may operate a storage warehouse for medical 
and/or retail marijuana provided they meet all the requirements of the Colorado Marijuana Code 
and all other state and local laws, rules and regulations, and provided that the storage warehouse 
is located in a place where warehouses are permitted and is otherwise in compliance with the 
Adams County Development Standards and Regulations. 
 

 
 
 

Part XIV Judicial Review 
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Decisions by the Local Licensing Authority are subject to judicial review pursuant to C.R.S. § 
24-4-106.  

 
Part XIII. Severability 

 
If any provision of these Regulations or the application thereof to any person or circumstance is 
held invalid, such invalidity shall not affect other provisions or applications of these Regulations 
that can be given effect without the invalid provision or application, and to this end the 
provisions of these Regulations are declared to be severable. 
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BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS FOR  

ADAMS COUNTY, STATE OF COLORADO 

 

RESOLUTION ADOPTING UPDATED RULES AND REGULATIONS FOR ADAMS 

COUNTY PARKS, TRAILS, OPEN SPACE AND CULTURAL ARTS AREAS EFFECTIVE 

DECEMBER 6, 2022 

 

Resolution 2022-649 

 

WHEREAS, the Adams County Board of County Commissioners (“Board”) is authorized by 

Colorado Revised Statutes (C.R.S.) § 18-9-117 and § 29-7-101(2), as amended, to adopt rules 

and regulations pertaining to Adams County public recreation lands and facilities; and,  

WHEREAS, Adams County, through the Board, has adopted such Rules and Regulations; and,  

WHEREAS, the Rules and Regulations are for the purpose of administration, protection, 

maintenance, regulation, and control of property which Adams County owns, leases, or 

otherwise manages as parks, trails, open space, and cultural arts areas; and,  

WHEREAS, Adams County has determined that the current Rules and Regulations should be 

updated in order to comply with recent changes to the penalty and fine structure enacted by the 

Colorado General Assembly in Senate Bill 21-271 and modified by House Bill 22-1229; and,  

WHEREAS, enactment of these Rules and Regulations constitutes neither a waiver of 

governmental immunity pursuant to §§ 24-10-101, et seq., C.R.S., as amended, nor the 

assumption of any duties of care to any person. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Board of County Commissioners, County of 

Adams, State of Colorado, that the Rules and Regulations for Adams County Parks, Open Space, 

and Cultural Arts (POSCA) Areas, which are attached hereto, and fully incorporated herein, are 

hereby approved and adopted effective December 6, 2022.  

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that any prior resolutions setting forth Rules and Regulations for 

Adams County parks, trails, open space, and cultural arts areas, which are inconsistent herewith, 

are hereby expressly repealed and replaced by the attached Rules and Regulations effective 

December 6, 2022.  
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Upon motion duly made and seconded the foregoing resolution was adopted by the 

following vote: 

Henry Excused 

Tedesco Aye 

Pinter Aye 

O’Dorisio Aye 

Baca Aye 

                                                                    Commissioners 

STATE OF COLORADO ) 

County of Adams ) 

 

I,    Josh Zygielbaum    , County Clerk and ex-officio Clerk of the Board of County 

Commissioners in and for the County and State aforesaid do hereby certify that the 

annexed and foregoing Order is truly copied from the Records of the Proceedings of the 

Board of County Commissioners for said Adams County, now in my office. 

 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand and affixed the seal of said 

County, at Brighton, Colorado this 6
th

 day of December A.D. 2022. 

 

County Clerk and ex-officio Clerk of the Board of County Commissioners 

 

Josh Zygielbaum: 

        By: 

 

 

          Deputy 
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RULES AND REGULATIONS FOR ADAMS COUNTY 

PARKS, OPEN SPACE, AND CULTURAL ARTS (POSCA) AREAS 

 

 
These Rules and Regulations are adopted pursuant to the authority granted in Colorado Revised 

Statues (C.R.S.) § 18-9-117 and § 29-7-101(2) and apply to all public recreation areas and 

facilities owned or operated by Adams County, Colorado. 

 

 

ARTICLE I.  PROHIBITED ACTS, GENERALLY 

 

RULE 1. CAMPING/RECREATION 

(a) It is unlawful to camp overnight, or to park any vehicle, trailer, or camper for overnight 

camping purposes, in any Adams County park, trail, open space area, or facility. 

Exceptions to this Rule 1(a) may only be granted for overnight RV parking permits 

issued by Adams County staff in association with a contracted or official county event at 

the Riverdale Regional Park.  All permits issued for overnight RV parking will be in 

accordance with established policies and procedures.   

(b) Tents, booths, stands, awnings, and similar structures are prohibited unless prior consent 

has been granted from the Adams County POSCA Department Director.  

(c) The use of stakes of any kind is prohibited. Canopies, jumping castles or similar 

inflatables may be allowed, however, they must be secured with weights. Unsecured 

tents, jumping castles, or similar inflatables are prohibited. 

(d) The use or operation of any device producing sound in such a manner, or at such a time, 

so as to unreasonably interfere with another person’s use or enjoyment of a public use 

area, or to disturb the natural soundscape in any Adams County owned public recreation 

area is prohibited. 

 

RULE 2. FIRES, GRILLS, AND GENERATORS 

(a) Open fires, including campfires, are unlawful on all Adams County parks, trails, and 

open space areas. Exceptions to this Rule may be granted only with permission from the 

Adams County POSCA Department Director. 

(b) Charcoal fires may be built only in designated picnic grills. All residues must be left in 

the provided grills. Propane grills are permitted. Gas generators are permitted, however, 

they must be placed on a wooden or similar base to prevent damage to native or other 

turf. 

(c)   All charcoal fires must be safely and completely extinguished as soon after grilling as 

possible.                         

(d)   All visitors must comply with any state or local fire ban or fire restriction.  

(e) Any fires built within Adams County parks, trails, or open space areas may not be 

permitted to burn in a manner which, through carelessness or negligence, places the 

safety of persons at risk or results in natural resource damage.  

 

RULE 3. USE RESTRICTIONS AND CLOSURES 

(a) Hours. Adams County’s parks, trails, and open space areas and facilities are open for 

daytime use only, between 5:00 a.m. and 11:00 p.m. Contracted and permitted events are 

excepted. No person shall enter or remain in any Adams County park, trail, or open space 

area or facility at any other time without authorization. 
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(b) Closures. The Adams County POSCA Department Director may from time to time 

determine that closure of Adams County park, trail, or open space areas to the public 

and/or to certain animals is necessary or appropriate due to wildlife, vegetation, 

management review, contractual agreement, public safety concerns, and/or other resource 

protection needs. It is unlawful for any unauthorized person to enter such closed areas. 

(c) Trail Use. All trail users must yield to other trail users in the manner defined herein or as 

otherwise posted at trailheads. The appropriate order for yielding the trail right-of- way is 

as follows:  

• all users yield to equestrians,  

• bicyclists yield to pedestrians,  

• bicyclists headed downhill yield to bicyclists headed uphill.  

Yielding the right-of-way requires slowing down to a safe speed, being prepared to stop, 

establishing communication, and passing safely. 

(d)  Adams County may adopt use restrictions on specific parks, trails, or open space areas 

when such restrictions are necessary for resource protection or safety-related issues. Such 

restrictions shall be posted at the parks, trailheads, or open space areas.  Accessing 

restricted areas so posted is prohibited. 

(e)  Adams County parks, trails, or open space areas being managed for agricultural purposes, 

whether by Adams County or a lessee, are closed to the public unless trails and other 

related facilities are designated for another purpose by the County. It is unlawful for any 

unauthorized person to enter such closed areas. 

(f)   It is unlawful to swim, dive, ice skate, walk on ice, or use any floatation device not 

designed for fishing, commonly known as a “belly boat” in or on any lake or pond within 

any Adams County Park, Trail or Open Space area unless the area is specifically posted 

to allow such activity. 

(g) No person shall ride a bicycle, including electric powered bikes or unicycles, within any 

Adams County park, trail, or open space area except on trails where such use is 

designated, including day-of-use and directional designations, and at the Riverdale 

Regional Park. Strollers and wheelchairs are exempted from this regulation and are 

permitted within any Adams County park, trail, or open space area. Individuals with 

mobility disabilities may use other power-driven mobility devices (“OPDMDs”) on any 

trails open for pedestrian use in accordance with the provisions of Rule 14.    

 

RULE 4. RESOURCE PROTECTION 

(a)  It is unlawful for any unauthorized person to remove, move, modify, destroy, mutilate, 

collect, or deface any natural or man-made object within any Adams County park, trail, 

or open space area, including but not limited to trees, downed timber or branches, 

shrubbery, plants, flowers, rocks, fossils, fences, gates, water-control devices, signs, 

kiosks, restrooms, tables, benches, cultural resources, trash containers or any other public 

property. 

(b) It is unlawful to plant vegetation of any type or place any other type of landscape material 

or establish or construct trails or other facilities for public or private use without 

permission from the Adams County POSCA Department Director. 

(c) It is unlawful for any unauthorized person to engage in the motorized or mechanized 

mining of gold or other ores within any Adams County park, trail, or open space area.  

Placer mining using panning methods by hand is permitted. 

 

RULE 5. DOMESTIC ANIMALS (PETS) / LIVESTOCK 
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(a) Any dog or other domestic animal within an Adams County park, trail, or open space 

area shall be restrained by a maximum of a twelve-foot (12’) leash, cord, rope, or chain 

and be under the physical control of a person, except as otherwise provided for in this 

Rule, or as posted with approval from the Adams County POSCA Director. “Physical 

Control” specifically does NOT mean eye or voice command or electronic devices. 

Exceptions to this Rule are permitted for the use of a dog as a service animal so long as 

such use is in all respects in compliance with the regulations in 28 CFR § 35.136. A 

service animal must be individually trained to do work or perform tasks for the benefit of 

its handler’s disability. Provision of emotional support, well-being, comfort, or 

companionship do not qualify as “work” or “tasks” which may be provided by a service 

animal. Emotional support, well-being, comfort, or companionship animals are not 

protected under the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) and may be restricted in 

Adams County parks, trails, open space areas, and facilities. 

(b) Dogs may be prohibited within specific Adams County park, trail, or open space areas at 

the discretion of the Adams County POSCA Department Director. 

(c) It is unlawful for any owner/keeper to allow their domestic animal(s) within an Adams 

County park, trail, or open space area to engage in aggressive behavior or any activity 

that interferes with the health, safety, or welfare of users, livestock, other domestic 

animals, or neighbors in the area; or which creates a nuisance, including unwanted 

physical contact or threatening behavior with any user, domestic animal, or livestock. 

(d) Domestic animals or livestock may be tied by a lead or rope sufficient to restrain the 

animals, however they shall not be left tied and unattended nor tied in any manner which 

damages vegetation or structures, or which interferes with or disturbs the public's use of 

established trails, picnic areas, or other recreational areas. 

(e) It is unlawful to confine any animal in a motor vehicle in such a manner that places the 

animal in a life or health-threatening situation by exposure to a prolonged period of 

extreme heat or cold without proper ventilation or other protection from such heat or 

cold.  

(f) Any person who brings a dog into an Adams County park, trail, or open space area shall 

dispose of that dog's excrement in an appropriate manner. 

(g) Horses must be under the physical control of a person at all Adams County park, trail, or 

open space areas except at the exhibitor and spectator areas at the Riverdale Regional 

Park. 

(h) Horses may not be ridden or handled in a careless or unsafe manner. 

(i) All feed provided to livestock while on Adams County parks, trails, trailheads, or open 

space areas must be free of weeds and weed seeds. Livestock grazing is allowed only by 

lease or permission from the Adams County POSCA Department Director. 

 

RULE 6.    HUNTING, TRAPPING, AND WILDLIFE 

(a)  No person shall alter, damage, destroy, remove, or in any other way vandalize wildlife 

habitat features on any Adams County POSCA properties, including, but not limited to, 

animal dens, burrows, dwellings, nests, or nesting sites. 

(b) It is unlawful for any person to molest, disturb, harass, or harm, any wildlife, at any time 

within any Adams County park, trail, or open space area. 

This provision shall not apply to any county, state, or federal government personnel 

authorized by the County to carry out a wildlife management program pursuant to 

applicable law or county-approved rules and regulations. 

In accordance with Title 33 of the Colorado Revised Statutes (C.R.S.), “harass” means to 

unlawfully endanger, worry, impede, annoy, pursue, disturb, molest, rally, chase, drive, 

herd, or torment wildlife. 
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(c)   It is unlawful for any person to trap, hunt, pursue, or kill any wildlife, or to allow any 

domestic animal to do the same, at any time within any Adams County park, trail, or 

open space area, except where and when such activities are permitted at the discretion of 

the Adams County POSCA Department Director. 

This provision shall not apply to any county, state, or federal government personnel 

authorized by the County to carry out a wildlife management program pursuant to 

applicable law or county-approved rules and regulations. 

In accordance with Title 33, C.R.S., “hunt” means to pursue, attract, stalk, lie in wait for, 

or attempt to shoot, wound, kill, trap, capture, or collect wildlife.  “Hunt” does not 

include stalking, attracting, searching, or lying-in wait for wildlife by an unarmed person 

solely for the purpose of watching or taking photographs of wildlife. 

(d)   No person shall intentionally feed, or attempt to feed, any wildlife within any Adams 

County park, trail, or open space without permission from the County.  

This provision shall not apply to any county, state, or federal government personnel 

authorized by the County to carry out a wildlife management program pursuant to 

applicable law or county-approved rules and regulations. 

(e)  It is unlawful for any unauthorized person to relocate or release any wildlife or 

domesticated animals within any Adams County park, trail, or open space area, unless 

permission is specifically granted by the POSCA Director. 

 

RULE 7. FISHING 

Fishing is permitted in accordance with the Colorado Wildlife Commission's land and water 

regulations, except in open space areas designated and posted with special Adams County park, 

trail, or open space regulations. Ice fishing is prohibited on all Adams County park, trail, and 

open space areas. It is unlawful to violate special fishing regulations posted within any Adams 

County park, trail, or open space area. Rules and Regulations, fees, and special permit 

requirements shall be determined by the Adams County POSCA Department Director and posted 

at affected Adams County park, trail, or open space areas. The Adams County POSCA 

Department Director may modify these regulations or create new ones when deemed necessary 

for repairs, wildlife, vegetation, and/or public safety concerns.  

(a) All persons sixteen years and older shall procure and hold a proper and valid fishing 

license before fishing as required by C.R.S., Title 33.   

In accordance with C.R.S., Title 33, “Fishing” means any effort made to take any fish, 

amphibian, crustacean, or mollusk, including by hook and line, handline, trot-line, jug, 

seine, net, underwater spear-fishing, archery, snagging, or gigging. 

(b) No person shall fish with more than one (1) rod and line without an additional extra rod 

stamp as required by Colorado Parks and Wildlife (CPW) or fish with more than two (2) 

rods.   

(c) No person shall have in their possession over the legal bag or possession limit of fish 

species as determined by CPW regulations.   

In accordance with Title 33, C.R.S., “Bag Limit” is defined as the maximum amount, 

expressed in numbers, of fish that may be lawfully taken, caught, killed, or possessed by 

a person during one day.  Fish released immediately are not part of the limit; and 

“Possession Limit” is defined as the maximum number of fish allowed at any time, 

including in the field, transporting, or at home in storage. 

(d) No person shall have in their possession a fish that does not meet the length requirements 

as determined by CPW law or special Adams County Park regulations. 

In accordance with CPW guidelines, a fish’s length is measured from the tip of the jaw to 

the tip of the tail placing the measuring device behind the fish, not following the 

curvature of the fish.  
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(e) No person shall fish with an unattended rod.  

(f) It is unlawful to use bow & arrow, seines, cast nets, and/or live traps on any body of 

water for the purpose of fishing within Adams County parks, trails, or open space areas. 

(g) No person engaged in fishing shall violate special fishing regulations posted within any 

Adams County park, trail, or open space area to include limits to possession by length 

and mandatory catch and release requirement as posted.   

In accordance with CPW, to “catch and release” means to release upon catching any fish 

alive and into the same body of water from which it was taken. 

(h) Ice fishing is prohibited on all Adams County parks, trails, and open space areas.   

 

RULE 8.  BOATING  

Rules and Regulations, fees, and special permit requirements shall be determined by the Adams 

County POSCA Department Director and posted at affected Adams County park, trail, and open 

space areas. The Adams County POSCA Department Director may modify these regulations or 

create new ones when deemed necessary for repairs, wildlife, vegetation, and/or public safety 

concerns.  

Belly-boating for fishing is allowed in designated water bodies; other boating is only allowed as 

posted.  

(a) No person within Adams County parks, trails, or open space areas shall boat in a non-

designated water body.  

(b) Any person operating or having given permission to operate, a vessel less than sixteen 

feet in length must have on board one Personal Floatation Device (PFD) for each person 

on board. As used herein, PFD means a United Stated Coast Guard Approved Type I life 

preserver, Type II buoyant vest, Type III special purpose water safety buoyant device, or 

Type V special use water safety buoyant device. 

(c) No person shall operate, or give permission to operate, a vessel unless the required PFDs 

are readily accessible, legibly marked with the appropriate USCG number, and are of the 

appropriate size for the person(s) wearing them or for whom they are intended.   

(d) No person shall allow any child under the age of thirteen (13) to be onboard any vessel 

unless wearing a Type I, Type II, or Type III Personal Floatation Device, unless in an 

enclosed cabin.  

(e) No person shall operate, or give permission to operate, a vessel without an efficient 

whistle or other mechanical sound producing device. 

(f) No person shall operate, or give permission to operate, a vessel that does not require 

registration without having the owner’s name and address written on the vessel in a 

clearly visible and permanent fashion. This rule 8(e) pertains to vessels such as canoes, 

kayaks, rowboats, rafts, and similar non-motorized vessels. 

(g) No person shall operate, or give permission to operate, or offer for rent, a vessel which is 

overloaded in persons or weight beyond the manufacturers prescribed limits. 

(h) It is unlawful to use any floatation device not designed for fishing, in or on any lake, 

pond, or stream within any Adams County Park, Trail or Open Space area, unless the area 

is specifically posted to allow such activity. 

As such, no person shall use, or allow use of, on waters outside designated areas, any air 

mattress, inner tube, air inflated devices, rubber rafts or similar inflatables, with less than 

two (2) separate air chambers. 

 

RULE 9. PROJECTILES, WEAPONS, EXPLOSIVES, FIREWORKS  
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(a) It is unlawful to discharge on or into any Adams County park, trail, or open space area, 

projectiles, weapons, firearms, and explosives of any kind (including fireworks), except 

as expressly mandated by Article 12 of Title 18 of the Colorado Revised Statutes, as 

amended.  See also C.R.S. § 30-15-302 (1).  

As such, no person shall discharge on or into any Adams County park, trail, or open 

space area, any firearm, as defined in CRS 18-1-901(3)(h). 

Peace officers on official duty and engaged in official operations are excepted from this 

Rule 9. 

Nothing in this Rule shall be construed to restrict or otherwise affect the constitutional 

right to bear arms or to defend ones’ person, family, or property. 

(b) It is unlawful to use, or allow the use of, or discharge weapons, including, but not limited 

to, B.B. guns, pellet guns, paintball markers, long bow, cross bows, or other weapons as 

defined in C.R.S. § 18-1-901 (3)(e) on or into any Adams County park, trail, or open 

space area.  

 

(c) No person shall discharge any type of firework, pyrotechnic, or explosive device on or 

into any Adams County park, trail, or open space area.   

Exceptions to this Rule may be granted only upon the express authorization of Adams 

County.  

 

RULE 10.  SANITATION  

(a) It is unlawful to deposit or dispose of trash, garbage, rubbish, litter, debris, or other 

objects within any park, trail, or open space area, except that which is generated by legal 

activities conducted within the Adams County park, trail, or open space area. Trash and 

debris legally generated within any Adams County park, trail, or open space area must be 

removed or deposited in a designated trash receptacle.  As such, no person shall use trash 

containers provided for public use to dump household or commercial refuse brought from 

outside of the areas to which these regulations apply. 

(b) No person shall urinate in public or leave human excrement on or in any Adams County 

park, trail, or open space area lands or waters. 

(c) It is unlawful to clean vehicles/livestock trailers in such a manner as to cause the contents 

to drain, enter, or remain on Adams County parks, trails, or open space areas, including 

Riverdale Regional Park.  

(d) It is unlawful to deposit any hazardous material within any Adams County park, trail, or 

open space area.  

(e) No person shall leave, or cause to be left, any fish, fish entrails, wastewater, cans, bottles, 

plastic or paper cartons, or other litter of any type on any land or in any waters of any 

Adams County park, trail, or open space area. 

 

RULE 11. ALCOHOL AND CONTROLLED SUBSTANCES 

Possession and consumption of alcoholic beverages is permitted within Adams County parks, 

trails, and open space areas in compliance with Park Rules & Regulations and Colorado State 

Law.  

(a) No person under twenty-one (21) years of age shall possess or consume an alcoholic 

beverage or marijuana or marijuana by-product in any Adams County park, trail, or open 

space area. 

(b) No persons shall consume marijuana in a public place in any Adams County park, trail, 

or open space areas.   
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RULE 12. PROHIBITED CONDUCT ON PUBLIC PROPERTY 

(a) It is unlawful for any person to engage in any conduct or activity within an Adams 

County park, trail, waters, or open space area, or facility which a person knows, or 

reasonably should know, will substantially interfere with the use and enjoyment of such 

places by others, the health, safety, and welfare of users or neighbors nearby, or which 

may constitute a general nuisance.   

As used herein, “general nuisance” means an unreasonable or unlawful use of the area, 

including but not limited to any noise, action or odor that could substantially interfere 

with any other person’s lawful use or enjoyment of the area. The use of amplified sound 

shall constitute a general nuisance under this Rule unless it is made for leased events at 

the Riverdale Regional Park or consent has been obtained from the Adams County 

POSCA Department. 

 

RULE 13. ELUDING/INTERFERENCE 

(a) No person shall elude or attempt to elude a uniformed Adams County Park Ranger after 

having received a visual or audible signal to stop.   

(b) It is unlawful to interfere or attempt to interfere, with any Adams County Park Ranger, or 

other Adams County employee, who is acting in the performance of their duties; or to 

give false or misleading information with the intent to mislead said person in the 

performance of their duties.   

 

RULE 14. VEHICLES AND OPDMD’S 

(a) No person shall operate a motor vehicle, including a car, truck, motorcycle, minibike, 

snowmobile, four-wheel drive, or other recreational vehicle, within any Adams County 

park, trail, or open space area, unless the area is specifically designated and posted to 

permit the operation of such vehicle. Adams County and emergency vehicles on official 

business may be operated on parks, trails, or open space areas for maintenance, 

inspection, regulatory, and law enforcement purposes and are excepted from this rule. For 

exceptions related to disabled access, refer to Rule 14(b) 

(b) Individuals with mobility disabilities are permitted to use wheelchairs and/or manually- 

powered mobility aids on any trail open to pedestrian use so long as they are used in a 

safe manner. Individuals with mobility disabilities may use other power-driven mobility 

devices (“OPDMDs”) on all trails open for pedestrian use unless a trail has been 

designated as being unsafe for use by OPDMDs based upon the assessment factors found 

in 28 CFR § 35.137(b)(2). A current list of trails that have been designated as being 

unsafe for use of OPDMDs shall be kept on the POSCA website. 

Use of OPDMDs within any park, trail, or open space area must be in a safe manner and 

is at the risk of the user. OPDMDs may not be used off trail in any Adams County park, 

trail, or open space area. 

County personnel who have been granted authority to enforce these Rules and 

Regulations shall have the discretion to temporarily designate additional trail segments or 

other facilities on Adams County areas as unsafe and as inappropriate for use of certain 

classes of OPDMDs. This may be based upon current conditions, such as weather, trail 

conditions, pedestrian traffic volume, and potential harm to the immediate environment 

or natural resources. OPDMD’s shall not be wider than ½ the width of the designated 

path.  
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(c) No person shall operate  a bicycle, skateboard, scooter, or any other form of non-

motorized form of transportation in areas to which these regulations apply in an unsafe or 

careless manner.  

 

RULE 15. PARKING  

NOTE: The enforcement of this Rule 15 may only be done under a separate County Ordinance. 

(a) Vehicles shall not be parked anywhere other than on established roads and parking areas 

in any Adams County park, trail, or open space area or parking lot.    

(b) Vehicles must be parked only in designated areas in any Adams County park, trail, or 

open space area or parking lot. 

(c) Vehicles must be parked in compliance with all posted parking signs in any Adams 

County park, trail, or open space area or parking lot.  

(d) Vehicles may not be parked in a manner that impedes the safe flow of traffic in any 

Adams County park, trail, or open space area or parking lot. 

(e) Only persons with a disability may park in spaces designated for persons with disabilities 

in any Adams County park, trail, or open space area or parking lot.   

(f) Vehicles may not be parked, attended or unattended, at an Adams County park, trail, or 

open space area that is closed, except with permission from the Adams County POSCA 

Department Director. 

(g)  Any motor vehicle parked in any Adams County park, trail, or open space area or parking 

lot that is closed, or not a designated as a parking area, or in an area designated as a “No 

Parking” area may be towed at the owner’s expense in accordance with C.R.S. § 42-4-

1801, et. seq., and/or any applicable County Ordinance. 

 

 

 

RULE 16. POSTING OF SIGNS / ADVERTISEMENTS / FLYERS 

(a) Posting of signs, advertisements and flyers or placement of brochures in Adams County 

park, trail, or open space areas or on the vehicles or property of others within those areas 

are prohibited except for community bulletin boards located within the parks and at 

trailheads.  

 

RULE 17. COMMERCIAL ACTIVITY 

(a) It is unlawful for any person, acting individually or on behalf of a business or 

organization, to charge a fee for any commercial activity or concession, or to provide any 

service, product, or activity for which a fee is charged in any Adams County park, trail, or open 

space area or facility, unless a valid Adams County Vendor Permit has been issued for that 

purpose by the Adams County POSCA Department. 

(b)  Individuals engaging in still camera photography, nonprofit tax-exempt entities, and 

anyone acting pursuant to the terms of an agreement with Adams County are exempt from this 

Rule. 

 

RULE 18. RESEARCH PROJECTS 

(a) All research projects to be conducted within any Adams County park, trail, or open space 

area must be reviewed and approved by the Adams County POSCA Department Director 

before they are commenced. 
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RULE 19. SPECIAL USE PERMITS 

(a) Special use permits are required for any group of 25 or more at any Adams County park, 

trail, or open space area. Requests must include the dates and time of use, trails, or areas 

to be used, and other details of the use. If, in the opinion of the Adams County POSCA 

Department Director, the activity will cause significant impact to the natural environment 

or will require significant departmental resources, the county may impose a fee that 

includes the costs expected to be incurred by the department or deny permission for the 

activity. 

 

RULE 20. DRONES/SMALL UNMANNED AIRCRAFT  

The Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) governs the use of public and civilian Unmanned 

Aircraft Systems (UAS) operations. Operating a UAS (drone or small model plane) on Adams 

County Property is only permitted in accordance with these Rules and Regulations.  

At all times, operators must abide by all State and Federal regulations regarding operating UAS 

as well as strictly adhering to all procedural requirements for areas managed by the Adams 

County Parks, Open Space and Cultural Arts Department. It is the responsibility of the user to 

inform themselves of all requirements and regulations prior to operating an UAS at any Adams 

County location. 

(a) It is unlawful to take-off or land any unmanned aircraft system (drone) on an Adams 

County Park, trail or open space area unless permitted by the Adams County POSCA 

Department Director. 

(b) Drop-In Operation. A location has been designated for drop-in operation on properties 

managed by Adams County Parks, Open Space and Cultural Arts Department at 

Riverdale Regional Park on the gravel parking area located directly north of the Adams 

County Museum on the west side of Park Blvd. 

i.  This area will be available for drop in use during park hours unless otherwise 

designated. A permit will not be required to take off or land  a UAS in this 

designated area. 

ii.  This area will not be available for use for UAS operation when it is being utilized 

for permitted special events, county sponsored events, and/or the Adams County 

Fair. During these events, the area will be posted with appropriate notices, and 

notifications will be posted on the county website 

(c) Permitted Photographic Operation.  Operation of a unmanned aircraft system on Adams 

County property for the purpose of filming, photography,  marketing, or research is 

authorized only through a permitting process.. Permits can be obtained through the Parks 

Administration Office for POSCA Director approval. 

i. Applicants must submit the proper forms and request all appropriate permits.  

ii. Operating times and locations for each permitted use will be reviewed as part of 

the application process. Applications may be denied, or a request may be made to 

amend times and locations due to resource, wildlife, or public safety concerns.  

(d) No person shall control an unmanned aircraft system in a manner which may endanger, 

harass, harm, or injure any person, companion animal, livestock, or wildlife on Adams 

County park, trail, or open space area. 

 

RULE 21. OTHER PROHIBITED ACTIVITIES 

(a) Except for emergency landings, it is unlawful to take off, operate, or land with any 

motorized or non-motorized aircraft within Adams County park, trail, or open space area. 

“Aircraft” includes but is not limited to; airplanes, helicopters, ultralights, 
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gliders/sailplanes, and hot-air balloons except as permitted by an agreement with Adams 

County. 

(b) Special regulations may apply to buildings open to the public on Adams County park, 

trail, or open space areas. These regulations shall be approved by the County. Such 

regulations will be posted on site. 

(c) It is unlawful to golf, or to use remote-controlled land, water, airborne, or similar devices 

at any Adams County park, trail, or open space area unless the activity is permitted by an 

agreement with Adams County or authorized by the Director of POSCA and so posted in 

a conspicuous manner. 

 

ARTICLE II.  EXCEPTIONS TO THE RULES AND REGULATIONS 

 

Exceptions to these Rules and Regulations as amended, re-enacted, or re-adopted, may be 

granted by the Adams County POSCA Department Director for activities that involve the 

management of Adams County parks, trails, or open space areas, provided the activities are 

undertaken or overseen by department staff, or as provided in the terms of a lease or other 

agreement. 

 

ARTICLE III.  ENFORCEMENT 

 

1. Pursuant to §§ 29-7-101(2) and (3), C.R.S. et seq., as amended, it is the duty of the 

Adams County Sheriff, undersheriff, and deputies, as well as any county enforcement 

personnel authorized and appointed pursuant to those sections, to enforce the rules and 

regulations adopted herein; and the county courts of Adams County, Colorado, have 

jurisdiction in the prosecution of any violation of a rule or regulation adopted herein. 

2. Pursuant to §§ 29-7-101 (2) and (3), the Board hereby vests specific enforcement 

authority in personnel designated as Adams County Park Rangers and those individuals 

so vested shall have the authority and responsibility to enforce the Rules and Regulations 

adopted herein for Adams County park, trail, and open space areas by issuance of penalty 

assessments, citations or summons and complaints.   

3. Any person who violates any of these Rules and Regulations may be ejected from Adams 

County parks, trails, and open space areas. 

4. These Rules and Regulations are in addition to, and not in place of, all other existing 

laws, ordinances, rules, and regulations. Nothing in these Rules and Regulations shall be 

construed to limit the authority of any law enforcement officer to charge an individual for 

violating the provisions of C.R.S. § 18-9-117 (or any successor statute) related to 

unlawful conduct on public property.  Law enforcement officers retain their authority to 

enforce local, state, and federal laws within Adam County park, trail, and open space 

areas. 

 

ARTICLE IV. PENALTIES 

 

1. (a) Violations of Rule 15 (Parking) of the Rule and Regulation adopted herein shall 

be charged and punishable pursuant to a separate County Ordinance. 

(b)  Violation of any other Rule or Regulation adopted herein shall be a Civil 

Infraction as provided for in C.R.S. § 29-7-101(2), as amended, and upon conviction 

thereof, shall be punished by a fine of one hundred dollars ($100.00) per violation (as 
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required by C.R.S. § 16-2.3-102(1)(a)), plus any applicable fees and surcharges, or as 

otherwise provided by law.  

2. The procedures, penalties, fines, and surcharges authorized in C.R.S. 16-2.3-101 et. seq., 

as amended, titled “Civil Infractions” apply to violations of any Rule or Regulation 

adopted herein.  

3. The Penalty Assessment Notice and procedure provided in C.R.S. § 16-2.3-102 may be 

used by any arresting law enforcement officer or Adams County Park Ranger for any 

violation of any Rule or Regulation adopted herein.  

4. Any person having the authority and responsibility to enforce these Rules and 

Regulations and having knowledge of any violation of the Rules and Regulations stated 

herein may issue a citation or summons and complaint to the violator stating the nature of 

the violation with sufficient particularity to give notice of said charge to the violator.  

5. All fines, penalties, surcharges, and any applicable docket fees and court costs shall be 

paid to the Clerk of the Adams County Court in accordance with the procedures 

established in C.R.S. 16-2.3-101, et. seq. “Civil Infractions”. Pursuant to C.R.S. 29-7-

101, the Clerk of the Adams County Court shall transmit all fines for the violation of any 

Rule or Regulation adopted herein into the treasury of Adams County.  

6. In addition to any penalty prescribed by law, any violation of any of the Rules and 

Regulations herein by any person may subject that person to immediate ejection from the 

Adams County parks, trails, and open space areas and facilities. 

 

ARTICLE V.  COPY OF RULES AND REGULATIONS 

 

The POSCA Department shall make available for inspection to the public a current copy of the 

existing rules and regulations relating to Adams County parks, trails, and open space areas. 

 

 

 

ARTICLE VI.  INTERPRETATION OF RULES AND REGULATIONS 

 

1. It is hereby declared to be the legislative intent of the Board of County Commissioners of 

Adams County, Colorado, that the provisions of these Rules and Regulations shall be 

severable, in accordance with the provisions set forth as follows: If any provision of these 

Rules and Regulations are ruled to be invalid by any court of competent jurisdiction, 

(a) The effect of such judgment shall be limited to that specific provision or 

provisions which are expressly stated in the judgment to be invalid; and,  

(b) Such judgment shall not affect, impair, or nullify the validity of application of the 

remainder of these Rules and Regulations as a whole or any other part thereof, and the 

rest of these Rules and Regulations shall continue in full force and effect. 

2. The enactment of these Rules and Regulations shall not be construed as abating any 

action now pending under or by virtue of prior provisions, or discontinuing, abating, 

modifying, or altering any penalty accruing or about to accrue, or as affecting the liability 

of any person, or as waiving any right of the county under any provision existing prior to 

the adoption of these Rules and Regulations, or as vacating or annulling any rights 

obtained by any person by lawful action of the county except as is expressly provided for 

herein. 
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