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CHARLES DARWIN,

Tures are a lurge number of letters jrom
the illusirions vaturulist, Charles Darwin,
in the Grey collection. In a letter dated
Down, Faroborough, Keut, November 3,
1816, Mr. Durwin writes tu Captain Stokes
about some memo. of his that had been
sent on to Sir George Grey with & mischiev-
ous intention. On November 10, 1846,
Darwin writes to ¥ {ieorze Grey:—"1
beg to {hank you ivr ihe courteons toue
of your communication of the 10th of May,
1846, cousidering the circumsiances under
which .it was. written. I euclose a letter
which I immediately wiote to Captain
Stokes .and his answer; these will, T trust,

exoneraie us of intentional impertinence.
Nome most malicious pecson must have sent
my note io you. I have been muchk morti-
fied hy perusing it, and though I am not
presumptuous encugh to snppore that you
can care much for iy epinion of your work
on Australia it ix a satisfaction to me io
be enubled to name to nyself many ivdi-
viduals to whom T have expressed my
strong opinion of the many high qualities
shown in vour work, of which the amure-
ment it aforded was but o small part,
Your account of the aborigines I have al-
wiay= thoughkt one of the most uble ever
written.”

On November 13, 1817, Darwin writes
Lo Nir George: —" Fyer since the voyage of
the Beagle [it will be remembered that
Darwin was the vaturalizt on the zcientilic
voyuge of H.M.s, Beaglel I have felt the
decpest inlerest with respect to ull our
colunies in the Southern Hemisphere.
However much trouble and anxiety you
must have had, and will still have, it must
ever be the highest gratification tv yon to,
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reflect on the promirent part you have
plaved in two countriex destined in future
centuries to be great fields of civilisation.
You are ro kind ns to offer aid in any
natural history researchies in New Zealand.
I have no personal iuterest on any point
there: but theve are two rubjects which
have long appeared to me well deserving
investigation; and if hereafter your la-
bours shonld Le lightened yon might like
to attend to them yourzel( or direct the at-
tention to them of any naturalist under
vou, The fint is, an examination of auy
imestone caverns., Such exist near the
Bay of Islands, and I daresay elsewhere,
I was prevented from examining them by
their havinz been used as placex of burial,
Digging iu ihe mad under the usual
stulagmitc  crust would probably reveal
bones of the contemporuries of the
Dinernis. T think there is a special inter-
est ont this point, from New Zealand being
at present so eminently instructive in u
negative point of view with respect to the
distribution of terrestrial mamiiers.” Dar-
win then proceeds at conriderable length to
direct the attention of Governor Grey to
the occurrence of erratic boulders in New
Zealand. He sayx:—*I consider it as a
most important question as bearing upon
the former climate of the world to know
whether such proofs occur generally in the
Southern Hemisphere as in the Northern.
- « » I saw, inland of the Bay of Is-
lands, large, ronnded blocks of greeustoue,
but I was unable to ascertain whether the
nt rock was far distaut, nor did I then
see the full importance of the question,
otherwisze 1 would have devoted every hour
toit, . . . I wounld nyself rough
much labour to investigate the enatic
phenomena pud trace its Inrits and ugle\."
In o letter dated INown, Bromley, Kent,
writen while Bir G. Grey wus Governor at
the Cape, Mr. Daxrwin says:—“1 have dur-
ing many years heen collecting all the facts
and reasoning which I could in regard to
the variation and origin of species, intend-
ing to give, as far as lies In my power,
the many difticulties surrounding the sub-
ject on all sidex. One chief line of investi-
gation naturally is concerned with the
amount of variation of all our domestic
animale. For variout rensons I huave de-



termined to work especially oun pigeons,
poultry, ducks, aud rabbitx, though at the
same tiine I am most grateful for any facts
ou all our other domesticuied quadrupeds
and birds. I bave bees buying all the
races of pigeons in order to watch them
living and make nkeletons of them when
dead. I find from various old works that
the Dutch formerly (as now) were great
fancievs, and it has occurred to me that
breeds muy in former times have been
carried to the Cape of Good Hope, and
muy still be retained there, and that these

might pessibly belong to breeds now loxt
in Kurope, or rare, or even slightly modli-
fied. Now, would you confer the very
great favour on me tuv make inquiries for
me on this head? . ., In the name
wuy [ should he most grateful fur any
breeds of the domestic duck or poultry af
bred ut the Cape jor many generationn: or
for any information regarding uny poultry
Kept by any of the uburigines, but these
it woulil he impossible te get skinned. Mr,
Andersen hux promived to draw up for wne
an account of the several breeds ot cutile
und dogs kept by tdie several triliea ou the
westerit coast. [ ut any Lime you «ould
nid me in this vespect the uid would he
very valuuble. Very xlight differences in
some Tespects are almoxt s interesting as

reater onex in the different breeds, Bat
i; fear thut T shall beve exhausted your
patience, and 1 do mot know whether vour
good nature will lead you to forgive the
intrusion of a brother naturalist who col-
lected und worked on board H.M. 2. Beaylo
on her voyage round the world.”  Alr,
Dorwin then stutes hiz opinion on rone
- matters referred to by Sir George in previ-
oug letters regurding fossily found in Cey-
lon.

We have not in the collection the letters
wiitten by Sir George Grey to Darwin, so
that we cunnot torm much ides of what aid
he gave Mr. Darwin. DBut it isx remark-
able that we should have liere in Auckland
one of the earliest mentioms by Darwin of
his intention to investigute the whole xub-
ject of the origin of species, which resnlted
in the publication of the moxt remarkable
and revolntionary hooks ever given to the
worhl,





